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on thy te&ri &i\d arm, I am a« one that lies down in a
bed of coals** The absence of the Saviour deprives the

believer of more than joy or light ; it seems to destroy

his very life, and sap the foundations of his being. Let
us seek then to hold the king in his galleries.

II. We remark in the next place, that if ive would keep

the Saviour with, us we must constrain him. Jesus will

not tarry if he is not pressed to do so. Not that he is

ever weary of his people, but because he would have them
show their sense of his value. In the case before us, it is

said, "he made as if he would go further." This he
did to try their affection. " Not," says Ness, " that he
had any purpose to depart from them, but to prove

them how they prized him, and accounted of his com-
pany. Therefore this ought not to be misimproved
to countenance any kind of sinful dissimulation. If

Solomon might make as though he> would do an act that

in its own nature was unlawful (to slay an innocent

child),* sure I am our Saviour might do that which is but
indifferent in itself (whether to go or stay) without being
charged with the sin of dissembling. But when Christ

makes to be gone, the two disciples would not let him go,

but one (as it were) gets hold on one arm and the other

on the other ; there they hang till they constrain him to

continue with them." These were wise men, and were,

therefore, loath to part from a fellow traveller from whom
they could learn so much. If we are ever privileged to

receive Jesus under our roof, let us make haste to secure

the door that he may not soon be gone. If he sees us

careless concerning him, and cold towards him, he will

soon arise and go hence. He will not intrude himself

where he is not wanted ; he needs no lodging, for the

heaven of heavens is his perpetual palace, and there be

* 1 Kings iii. 24.


