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third power without their leave and consent ; that

tiiey decline to be sold as a chattel of the Hudson's

I)ay territory, as the peo]3le of Alaska were to the

I'nited States ; and protest that, if British subjects at

all, they are the sul)jects not of Canada, but of

England ; that they are a colony of England, and not

"a colony of a colony;" that it is a case, in fact, pre-

cisely parallel with that of Xew Zealand, with this

dlflerence only—that there is even a clearer responsi-

bility attaching to the mother country, and a stronger

riglit on the part of the loyal subjects of the Crown to

claim the interference of the (jrovernment ; that either

they are British subjects, or they are not—if they

are, then their allegiance is to England and not to

C^anada ; if they are not, still less right have the

Canadians to annex them by violence—to make war,

in fact, in the Queen's name, against a people not the

(Queen's enemies; that the lied Eiver people have

"
;'. very reasonable grievance ;" that " the matter is

a very serious one," and on it hangs not only the

peace of our North American territory, but the

i'uture of the colonies, &c. ; in short, oj)inions

identical with those contained in the subjoined cor-

respondence.

Since posting my last letter to Earl Granville, I


