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The second class are those to whom [ a'lude,
who desire to have, but dozot obtain. Wishing,
or desiring to have, are found by such to be
very different thm'rx from possessing. Spurgeon
says, in one of his sermons, “ To be willing to
accept Christ is a very m)ml thing, but it is a |
very different thing from (nmu\mn ¢1f'}
wishes were horses lwmr ars would ride.’

“Tt is a good sign when there is an appe-
tite; but a mere appetite does not satisfy a
man, he must eat the food provided.”

“To pray, to hear, to desire, to seck, all
this is the roa? vy and the cunning, but
Christ himself e laid hold upon, by faith, |

or we are ne ‘. \ our seeking Chvist wiil |
not save - xcept i lead you in every deed
to belie, 1+ Christ."—Rev, C. H. A\'/N//"l/r,wt.

“] believed the truth of religion, for ought
[ know, as fully as I do now. But my heart
was unmoved. I had some wish to be a Chris- |
tian, but I had no true idea of faith and repen-
tance, and the theological illustrations which |
I heard seemed to me to involve the subject
in deeper darkness.”—Rev. J. Wayland, D.D.

The desiring to have an annuity of 5,000
a year, is as different from having one as the
desiring to hate sin and to love (m(l, and yet
not hating tlw one and loving the other. If
by a mere volition of thew il such sentiments
of love and hatred could be implanted in our
hearts, we would not hesitate a moment in
doing so.

We have a thorough theoretical knowlec
of the way of salvation, with a painful consci-
ousness of our in: 11)1111\ to “ call Jesus, Lord,”
“by the Holy Ghost ; % to do so 1)(1!1"‘ 1)(\0!]11
the power of “ flesh vlnv/ blood” “ popeal.”

“J can believe this Bible to hc true just as
easily as I can believe any other book to be
true. So far as believing on Christ is an act
of the mind, I am just as able to believe on
Christ as I ara to believe on any body else.
Let his statement be but true, it is idle to
tell me I can not believe it. I canbelieve the |
statement that Christ makes as well as I can
believe the statement of any other person.
There is no deficiency of faculty in the mind;
it is as capable of apprec iating as a mere men-

tal act the guilt of sin, as it is of appreci iating
the wullL of assassination. It is ]ust as pos-

~1lal(- for me to exercise the mental idea of seek- |

ing God, as it is to exercise the thought of
ambition. I have all the mental \tmnnth and
power that can possibly be needed, so far as
mental power is needed in salvation at all.
Nay, there is not any man so ignorant that he

can plead a lack of intellect as an excuse for

| tions

rejecting the gospel. The defect, then, does
not lie either in the body, or, what we are
bound to call, speaking t..culmru' ally, the mind.
[ am not now making mere assertions, but
stating doctrines .mtlmnt atively tanght in the
Holy Se riptures, and known in ‘the conscience
of every Christian man—that the nn«lvl\tunl
ing of man is so dark, that he cannot ! 7
means understand the things of God until his
understanding has been opened. Man is by
nature blind within. T}
laden with glories, and glit
, never attracts him, because he is blind
and can not see its heanties. Talk to him of
the wonders of the creauic
many-colored arch that spans the sky, let him
behold the glories of a landscape, hv is well
able to see ali these things ; but talk to him
of the wonders of the coven: lnt of grace, speak
to him of the security of the h(-lw\u in Christ,
t( 11 him of the beanties of the person of the

Redeemer, he is quite deaf to all your descrip-
tion; \nu are as one that play ¢th a goodly
tune, it is true ; but he regards not, heis de: W,
he has nn('(:ml»ru]mnsmn Permit me to show
vou wherein this inability of man really does
lie. It lies deep in his nature. llnuu«vh the
fall, and through our own sin, the nature
of man has become so debased, and depraved,
and wnnl)t that it is nnlmx\lhlc for him to
come to Christ without tlw assistance of God
the Holy ”‘plllt. '— Rev. . Spurgeon.

It appears to us as if (nnl word eontained
two classes of commands: the one requiring
only the will, with a determiration to act in
accords mu- with it, to obey them ; suc *h for in-
stance, as ¢ Not -\/U(/Ifl([ in busing 58, ““ do good
to them that hate yow,” © given to /1”\1'[/’//”"/~
“ distributing o the necessities of the saints,
ete. ete. ; and the other class requiring a power
‘l]UNthL‘r outside of ourselves, and beyond our

eac h or control to obey ; such, for instance,
as “ Believe on the fu/t/ ./4 SUS ( "hirist, (2t /m:
Godwith all your heart,”  have faith in God,”

“ love your enemies,” ete. Even the “ great
Sfaith? of *faithful Abraham” was of the
former class. The ability to slay his son was
wholly within himself, and could, by a d(-\‘pm‘-
ate resolve, be ]vllt 1<~1th at will, at any time,
without any “drawing” of the “Father,”
which would be so alnnlut('lv necessary hn
the performance of the latter class, but which
H///H'l/ to be as influenced by any power that
m.m .an exert as the clouds which over his
hea Says one :—

"l rom the moral importance which the
| oracles of truth aseribe to man in his fallen

cross of Christ, so

tering with attrac-

1
y BHOW U0 hiin vue

]
!
i




