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These two assumptions are held by all
the educationisba wbom I have ccnsulted
to be absclutely erroneous and I may add
that my own experience leade me te ýthî,
eame conclusion.

The French grammar is much more diffi-
cult than the English, and a French child
will need as much time, if net more, tù
learn the rules gevernirig his own language.
in his own tengue, as he will need in master-
ing the relatively simple rules cf the Eng-
lish grammar.

If the clase heurs were equally dîvided
between Frendch and English, when English
would be exclusively spoken for half cf the
time and French during the other half, it
is my opinion that English would have the
best cf this apporbionment because of the
greater difficulties cf thc French gramînar.
Yet ne one, I am sure, would ebjecb te euch
a division, except for the first twc years
when -bhc best results, according te Dr.
Merchant himeel!, are ebtained threugh the
use cf the mother tongue.

It is manifest te ail men who have learnt
concurrenbly French snd English in bi-lin-
gual acheols that ne French child will mas-
ter, in a fair manner, bis mother tengue
with an hour only cf tuitien. And yct Re-
gulation 17 will net even give him that one
heur. In the udngraded echoole, where al
classes are confided te the care cf one
leacher. the study cf French shall not in
any day exceed one heur in each class-
room. The teacher would thue be pre-
vented from giving more than a small
fraction cf an heur te each class under his
Àmre, from ten te flfteen minutes at most.
T his je perhaps the proper moment te in-
berject a huniorous note into this dry sub-
ject in citing the regulation w'hich adds:

ISuch Instruction in Fren.ch shall net Inter-
fere wlth the adequacy cf the Instruction in
Er.giish Il!

Is there any one connected with the De-
partment of Educatien cf Ontarie whe can
be feund te affirui that under the systeni of
conmpulsery laws with which, they are
arrned it is difficult te ordain a programme
of study for the hi-li-ngual sdhools, which
will give satisfactory results?

Can it seriously be cantended that a
child cannet hi' properly instructed in Enga-
lisli and French in seven or eight years?
A visit te any of eur bi-lingual scheels ini
Montreal weuid seen dispel such an im-
pression. I rnay voeli fer this further ex-
perience: Many young French Canadians
who, throughl force of circurnetances,
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abandon echool alter their fourth or fifth
year will often prefer to write their cor-
respondence in English.- This was cerro-
borated by my right hion. friend from Rock-
land (Hion. Mr. Edwards) last evenîng
when he stated that during the whole of his
career, in his dealings with his customers
from the province of Quebec, the correspond-
enice has always been received in English.
They have acquired, in a short time, a suffi-
cient knowledg-e of English but they could
not, during the same time, master the great-
er difficulties of their own mother tongue.
I will admit that they generally increased
their knowledge of English by contact with
English people and by practiee. Without
pracetice tbey would have soon torgotten al
that they had learned. I meet every day,
even In thie Oha.mber, mnen who have had
a university training, who state that they
learned French at school and college but
that t/be lack of practice bas obliterated al
that they ever knew of French. They can-
not even read it.

This brings -me to the censideration of
the oft repeated affirmation t/bat Ontario
must be kept Engliah. I suppose that this
means that Englieh muet be thbe sole lan-
guage cf thbe wbole population. A gentle-
mani presiding et a public meeting last
week, in Ontario, atated thaI this could only
be donc by havlng the Englieh language.
and il a.lone, taught in the publie and sep-
arate schools cf the province. He favoured
that policy.

1 am afraid thlat this gentleman will
meet with disappoiintmcnt if hie does not
sdd to his programme. I wwon him, in a
friendiy spirit, that 'he muest sec te it that
the French child, whom lie will teach in
English only, gets the necessary environ-
ment te continue, alter echool heurs, his
practàce cd English for if he returns to thbe
village and meets but French boys and
girls and if, in hie own home, he hears
nothing but French, the imposition cf Eng-
lish tuition exdlusîvely with the view cf
angioizing him is doomed to utter failure.
Hle should have a la-w passed obliging the
Ontario Government to expropriate or con-
fiscate the larme owned by people who do
flot use exclusively the Englieli language
and te deport them. I confess that thie
undertaking would be cf some magnitude,
since it would involve st the same time the
transferriug olM the hbi-lingual Federal
Parliament and the capital over the
Ottawa river and inbo t'ho bf-lingua:l province
o! Quebee. Seriously speaking, is lb net
time that the sober-minded mnen cerne to-


