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TIliat, I think. is sufficient to confirrn the
opinion I have expressed, that we sbould
flot follow the example of the House of
Lords. Looking nt the constitutions ef the
different legislatures of the wÔrid, 1 wouid
rather takre the Arnerican Senate as an
example. Mr. Bright expresses the opinion
that the -Senate of the United States ls
facile pri"8oeat the bead of ail the Senates
ef the werld ; ls ln bie opinion an ideal one.
From Jefferson te John C. Spooner, the pros.
ent senator trom Wisconsin wbo ieads that
Honse at the present day, tbey have always
liad the best and ablest men ef the coun-
try. 1 was astonlsbed to find that the
hou. gentlernan from Marýsbfleid had any-
tbing to say ln disparagernent ef that
chamber. When I look back and reflect
ou the narnes et Webster, Caiboun, Clay,
Everett and oChers, I arn at a loas to Imagine
bow thia great body eau be entitled te any-
tblng else than the blgbest respect. The
hon. gentleman clalmed that tbey were ln-
ferler lu diplomatic abllty. Now, I thlnk,
If there Is ene country lu the world whlcb
hba evidence of the astuteness, net te aay
cunnlng, and ability et the United States,
and et their diplomatie skill, It ls Canada.
From the time ef the unfortunate Aabbnr-
ton treaty to the tirne et the Geneva award,
anud dewn te the present, ne eue 'who looks
at the map et Canada can fail te see ample
evidence ef the shrewdness aud ability et
the United States as n dilomatie power.
Some bon, gentleman says, «'sharp practIce.'
It was reported generally that tbey were
off ered the wbeie of Canada lu the Geneva
award If they would give np ether dlaims
elsewbere. I oniy give that as a report,
that is hew It came te me. New, this gen-
tleman wbom the bon. gentlemuan frem
Marshfild queted, Mfr. Bryce, whese werk
every senator ougbt te read, aays:

The smaliness and the permanence of the
Sonate have, however, another laportant In-
fluence on its character. Tbey contribute ta
one main cause or lis success, the muperior
intellectual quallty et lis members. Every
European who has descrlbed it has dwelt on
the capacity of those who compose it, and most
have followed De Tocqueville lu attributing
thi. capaclty te the metbod et double electien.
The cholce ot senators by the state legiala-
tures le supposed te have proved a botter.
means than direct cholce by the people of
discovering and selectlng the fitteat men.

He is uuqualled lu bis praise ef the
Âmericau igenate, and at ail events that great
systemn of commnittees wblch we bave and

which is se successfui here, is derived from
the United States. But I arn net geing te
make an Invidious distinction lu that line;
it dees net corne withln the scope et the reo-
lutien. The résolution ef the bon. gentleman
from Mille Isies bas called forth a great deai
ef attention. It bas been made the subject et
comment Iby the press et Canada, and fer
the frut time lu rny lite I find that the press
can be given an unquaiffied meed et pralse
fer the very handsome manner lu wbicb tbey
have treated the Senate lu cennectien wltb
tbe reselutien. Wbat are the causes ef auy
animadversion wbich may bave beeu made
with reference te the Senate ? 1 eed net
go very deeply Inte this aubject, becaus I
find eue et tbe principal causes at baud.
I attribute the disparagement ef the Senate
iargely te the nurnereus adjeuruments wblch
have taken place bere. In 1898 these ad-
jouurnents extended ever a perled et tbirty-
nine days, lu 1899 ever tbirty days, lu 1900
over fifty-nlne days, ln 1901 ten days, lu
1902 nineteen daya; then ln 1908 the nun-*
ber reached slxty-one days; lu 1904 it ruas
dewn te ferty-feur. Iu 1905 It is slxty-ene
days again. Sncb a length ef tîme taken
eut et the session ef this FlIouse la calculated
te attract public attention. Furthermore,
serne hon. gentlemen wbe bave atteuded re-
gularly thia year dld net attend se, regular-
ly beretotere. If I bad the number et mem-
bers who were absent during previk>us
session witb the length et time lu eacb case,
It weuid make a very bad sbe-wIng 1 amn
atrald, but I bave enly taken the number
ef days ef actuai aidjourunent, excluding
Saturdays and Sundaya. It may be sald,
we de ail the work. I'suppose we do, but
we do it lu a burrled manuer, and it ls that
1 cemplaiu et. I have seeu elgbteen or aine-
teen Bis mun tbrougb lu hait au heur ln
the rapid rnanner-I de net say It lu nny
disparagiug way-ln wblcb our Speaker bas
attalned sucb excellence. Ho is unexceiiod
by au.y ether Speaker I ever saw lu bis
abllty te taclltate business lu that way.
Ânether tbing, I have seen members uod at
the Speaker for a second readlng ef a Bill.
A fermai motion sheuld be made, and tbe
senater sbould arise aad explain the Bill lu
due ferrn. This is.a smaîl matter perhaps,
but It shows laxity and It la a fault. 'He
tbat conternetb amali thîngs sbnii fail by
littie and littie.' Ânotber cause for criti-
ciem le tbe auddea Invasion of politi-


