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1 growing, such as the approval of appointments made by the
sident, appointments of judges, ministers and ambassadors
ich are often subjectcd to rigorous inquiries by the U.S.
late.

'atification of international treaties is another major execu-
powcr held by Uic Senate wîthin Uic American system. Theenican presidential system is efficient in that, among otherigs, thc Senate produces prestigiaus members welI known for

r legisiative skills, and let me rcmind yau that Uiey arc
.ted by Uic people, which is flot Uic case in Canada. Tbey arc
ted by Uic people.

he U.S. Senate alone has attracted Uic most talented minds ofnation and consfitutes an intellectual centre of indisputable
'riority comparcd, wiUi thc legislative dynamiîcs of Uic
adian Senate.

lie United States Senate bas rcally brought ta Uic fore,
ugh a real and constant practice of politics, Uic spirit of
1oni and reason wbich inspircd people fr-om antiquity when
set up Uic eanly senates.

't Us talk about Uic Bundesrat. As for Uic German Bundesrat,
>deral Counicil, it is anothcr Senate-like democratic institu-but contrary ta Uic Canadian Senate, it works. The Bundes-
v/ic 1871 creatcd by the Constitution of thc Germanire n 171,was a major legislative body of thc Empire. Itoriginally an assembly of ambassadors from member states.thieancestor of Uic second German House, thc Assembly ofLaniders' Executive menibers or' if you prefer, of Uic

-atc Poics reprcsenting tic various territories, either

ain how Uic Bundesrat works, it is formcd by
h. govcrmcent of Landers and each Land is
Irce votes. To illustrate Uic process, whcn a bull
instance, it must be submittcd to Uic approval
Uic equivalent to our Senate, which lias a veto
one wcek, providcd there is a majority of two
es. The. head of Uic goverument of a Land
:Ornes a member of Uic Bundesrat. The central
Mnates as niany ministers as Uic number of
ire entitled to.

lat Uic approval of thc Bundesrat is rcquired
18s with administrative or fimaicial interests of
equivaient of Uie provinces and regions ini

letaligni finds its truc meaning. Eleven Land-
ePresented by Uic members of euch Land's
IefOre. Canadian federalists cannot <Iecently

Supply
talk in Quebec or elsewhere of the merits of a viable federalism
that does flot even respect its own components. Federalism bas
neyer existed in Canada. There is a central government that tried
by ailmeans to grab as much power as possible at the expense ofprovinces and regions. The Canadian Senate plays no significant
raie in the defence of regions and minorities, one of the reasons
why it was crcated, which Icaves the Executive of the House of
Commons a maximum of powers.

Some hon. members: Hlear, hear.

Mr. Leroux (Richmond-Wolfe): We must admit it is floteasy ta deal with two legisiative houses in a British type of
panliamcntary systeni. Parliamentary systenis, cleanly domi-
nated by Uic executive, gîve their Upper House very limited if
flot meaninglcss powers. Given that such is Uic systeni in
Canada, Uic Senate is rcduced to an anachronism since it has noweigbt in Uic country's political balance and lacks lcgitimacy
because its members are flot elccted but simply appointed by UicPrime Minister. Since Uic executive is accountable only to Uic
House of Conimons, the Senate loges any influence it might have
over Uic govcrnment. The parliamcntary systcm requires thatUic Lower House have greater powers Uian Uic Upper House
becanse Uic govcrnment comes froni Uic former and is clccted
and, Uierefore, is accounitable only ta it.

mhat probleni docs flot exist within a presidential system like
Uic one in Uic United States since Uic executive is politically
accountable neither to Uic House of Representatives nor to Uic
Senate. The separation of powcrs is more stnictly established ina presidential systeni Uian in a panliamentary systeni like ours
whcrc Uic Senate is useless.

In the Uiird part of this demonstration, 1 would like to touch on
Uic question of administrative responsibilities associated wiUi
the a1ioecainn nf 104 G ir,- --

For exampli
Hous. bascd c
Uic 4Danadian nite en
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