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tee on Human Resources Development. We have been listening 
to witnesses for 12 and a half hours a day this week, and I will be 
back there shortly.

Mrs. Anna Terrana (Vancouver East): Mr. Speaker, tansi. 
Tansi means hello in Cree, one of the languages of the aboriginal 
people.

Being an immigrant I feel it is appropriate for me to use it in 
my maiden speech. I have risen in the House before to make 
statements or ask questions but this is the first time I have 
delivered a speech in this House where so many important 
people before me stood and delivered their maiden speeches.

Certainly with our programs we are not setting out to cut off 
anyone and make them suffer and go hungry in this country. We 
believe that there is a lot of money in the system between the 
different levels of government, including all the provinces and 
this government. The strength seems to be that the municipali
ties can deliver a lot of these systems.

We can save a lot of money within the administration as we 
study that. We can put this to good use in helping to look after all 
the people of Canada.

Mr. Art Hanger (Calgary Northeast): Mr. Speaker, I con
gratulate the member on his maiden speech. I would like to bring 
the hon. member into a point of reality with his analysis of his 
government’s budget.

We must focus on the ugly reality which the government’s 
budget brings about.

My riding of Vancouver East is surely one of the most 
interesting and diversified ridings in Canada. It stretches from 
Cambie Street on the west side to Boundary Road on the east 
side and from the waterfront on the north side to Grandview 
Highway in a zigzag on the south side.

I cannot imagine myself representing another area. I chose 
Vancouver East for the work I have done in that area over 20 
years and I am glad I did. Vancouver is a very seductive city.

Since my arrival from Italy in 1966 Vancouver has grown by 
leaps and bounds and is becoming an international metropolis 
by the day. Vancouver East is a microcosm of Canada with its 
many immigrants and interesting people representing the fabric 
of the entire nation.
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I am talking about an additional $100 billion debt that will be 
attached to the $500 billion debt that has now accumulated. How 
is the hon. member going to assure business that there is going to 
be no hindrance to its expansion, to its growth or other such 
initiatives when there is no other alternative but to increase 
taxes?

In Vancouver East the Chinese population at over 30 per cent 
outnumbers the British group at 16 per cent, followed by the 
Italians, who used to be the largest group, the aboriginal people 
and all other ethnicities such as Filipinos, Vietnamese, Indo-Ca- 
nadians and Latin Americans, to mention a few.

Mr. McCormick: Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. member for 
his question.

As I go back to my riding and talk to business people from 
across 5,000 miles of road a lot of these business people who 
like to complain about government—I complained about gov
ernment for many years and I still do—believe there is a new 
confidence in the air already. I do not believe they are just 
saying this because I happen to be a Liberal member. I hear 
people running down the government but who are also acknowl
edging the fact that there is an atmosphere of confidence today 
and that things are getting better already.

Back to my small business background, I am certainly glad to 
talk about the debt. The hon. member’s cohorts and my friends 
in our standing committee are letting every witness who comes 
in front of us know that we do have a debt in this country. Many 
of us believe that the only way we can look at this debt and be 
realistic in this country without ruining it is to have jobs.

Therefore we believe it is very important how we affect this 
country and certainly we want to provide the right atmosphere to 
help businesses grow.

The Deputy Speaker: I congratulate the hon. member on his 
maiden speech. On debate, the hon. member for Vancouver East.

In Vancouver East 45 per cent of the population is classified 
as immigrants. Almost six people out of ten do not speak 
English. Vancouver East also has one of the largest aboriginal 
urban populations in Canada. The port of Vancouver is in 
Vancouver East and so are many of the labour unions.

In Vancouver East one can find several cultural centres, such 
as the Aboriginal Friendship Centre, the Native Education 
Centre, the Chinese Cultural Centre, the Italian Cultural Centre, 
the Croatian Community Centre and the Sikh Gudwara.

In Vancouver East we have the police department and several 
small business owned by families. A colourful part of the city 
with core streets such as Commercial Drive, Powell Street with 
Gastown, Pender Street with Chinatown and Hastings Street, 
Vancouver East counts on a large number of caring people who 
provide support to the many needy in the area and who are the 
heart and soul of the riding. These people operate from centres 
such as the Carnegie Centre, the neighbourhood houses, the 
churches and the non-profit organizations’ headquarters.

I thank them for the tremendous job they do. I want to thank 
the constituents of Vancouver East for believing in what I have 
to offer and for voting for me. They will not be disappointed. But 
I need them now more than ever. I also thank my son David and


