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such that no man can occupy a public
position there unleas hae is in favour of
publie ownership.

Mr. COPP: What about you?

Mr. HOOKEN: Wby I arn the champion
public ownersbip man of the city of Toronto.
Everybody there wjll tell. you that I have
gone fartber in advocating public ownership
in Canada than any other man except the
editor of the Toronto World. He wa-s the
originator of the whole cult of public owner-
sbip, but I have always been a. pretty close
follower. I arn quite plain. in declaring
wbere I stand, but I do not hear hon. gen-
tlemen opposite declaring where they stand.
Tbey are doing their best to-day to escape
the obliquy wbich they expect will faîl upon
tbem for their attitude on this Bill. Per-
haps that is good politics; I arn not well
versed enougli in politics to say.

Mr. McKENZIE: HFas public ownersbip
even been an issue at a general election in
Canada?

Mr. HOCK EN:- Not in a faderai alection,
but it has been an issue in soma provincial
elections. At ahl events, it is an issue right
hera to-day; that is the issue which we are
debating.

Mr. McKENZIE: There is no sucb issue
here.

Mr. HOCKEN: The issue is whether wa
shahl have public onvnershîp of railways of
this country, or whether public ownership
shahl be throttled; and the motives of those
who are raising technicalities and discussing
side issues are just as plain to the people of
this country as thay are to the members o!
this Housa. I do not like to see a man
blow bot and cold; I have no use for a
Laodicean. I like to see a man one thing
or the other; I like to see birn affirmn bis
convictions and stand-*by them; and I
would lika to see hon. gentlemen opposite
wbo are in favour of public ownersbip gat
up and declare tbemsalves.

Thera are powerful. interests in this coun-
try opposed Vo the nation-aliation of. rail-
ways, and thosa intarests centre largely in
the ciity of Mcrntreal. If you take as an
index of their attitude the presfs of the city
of Montreal, there are vary f ew friends of
public owners'hip down there. I du not
know wbether that accouints for the attitude
o! bon, gentlemen opposite or nrot. In the
province of Ontèario, practioally from the
Ottawa river to the St. Clair, and north to
James bay as f ar as population. existe, tha
people are in favour o! public ownership
and the iationalization of the railways.

While *we regret that so much money has
been put into the Canadian Northern, and
that t>he rond has not yet rea'ched the
point we might have expected, weare s-atis-
fied that to-day there is nothing else for
us to do but to take it over, put it on a
good basis, and operate it; and we look
forward to the day in the not distant future
wheni the rond will pay.

Our railways, I understand, are to be
kept free froïm .politics. and I believe that
the way the Government has adopted is
the best way for keepinýg poiitics out of the
road. I believe that the men who have
been placed at the heiad of our railwayis
will mianage the systemn in the public
in-terest.

Mr. MeMASTER: Does the hon. 'gentle-
man know who these gentlemen are in
whom he has such falth?

Mr. HOOKEN: I do not knrow them al
personally but I know those who are in
the chief places. They are expert railway
men, and I have a very high regard for
their business ability and integrity.

Mr. EULER: Does the hon. member know
or does hie believe that these men are be-
lievers in public ow'nership?

Mr. HOOKEN: They have accepted a
public trust, and I believe they will observe
it just as faithfully a-s the hion. member
observes his oatb of office.

Mr. McMASTER: May I suggest .that that
is a soinewhat Laodicean anýswerP

Mr. HOCKEN: No, it is a straight answer
I believe they will perform t)heir duty
towards the Dominion of Canada just as
faithfully as Lord' Shaughnessy performs
his towards the Carradian Pacific. I think
that the Governrnent have chosen the one
man for president of the road. He W'as in
the ro'ad at the start, has been in it at every
stage, and knows every detail of its business.
The men associated with him are ail men
of ability-railway experts or financiers-
who are capable of giving Vhis country
good service; but they must be supported.

I arn not surprised that iroin the other
side of the House there should be a good
deal of doubt expressed as to the attitude
of Canada -concerning public ownership, for
I find the principal Lîberal organ in the
city of Queibec avowedly hostile towards
public ownership of railways. I think 1
have a right to assume that Le Soleil speaks
for the party represented by gentlemen op-
posite, and it cornes out distinctly opposed
Vo the purchase of the Grand Trunk, which


