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Durham it is that he should now be man
enough to follow Mr. Walcott’s example.

Before dismissing this part of my subject
let me pay a tribute to a class of citizens
whom we of the minority are anxious should
not be confounded with those who have
been false to the Liberal party and the Lib-
eral leader.- By contrast with these promo-
ters of sectarian bigotry and national hate,
there stand out in noble relief the Protes-
tant Liberals who withstood the gales of pas-
sion and prejudice, who turned a deaf ear
to the taunts of friends, to the sneers of
neighbours, to the insults of opponents, and
amid it all remained true to their political
principles and their party leader.

These are the men, who within my life-
time, have been unshaken and unchanged,
while there raged about them the storms of

a dual language agitation, of a Jesuits

Estates Act agitation, of an Equal Rights
agitation, of a Ne Temere decree agitation,

and, most recently, of an anti-French and’

anti-Catholic agitation. They are not only
the pride of the minorities whose rights they
have steadfastly espoused and defended, but
they are the truest exemplars of Canadian
citizenship and the only hope of the future
—if hope there can be in the future of a
country so race and creed-cursed as Canada
is. Tf I have fault to find with others, I have
only praise, and admiration and affection
for them, and I deem this the time and the
place to make such a declaration in their re-
gard.

Now, Sir, let me turn to another subject.
While the War-times Election Act was under
discussion in this House last session, many
predictions were made as to the irregular-
ities and the crimes that would be sure to
attend its operation. No matter how extra-
vagant the prophecies may have seemed at
the time, they fell far short of describing
what actually took place in the election it-
self. With the exception of certain constit-
uencies in the province of Quebec, there was
no riding in Canada in which a contest took
place that did not supply proof to justify all
that was said about the War-times Elections
Act by its critics in this House. In point
of fact, irregularities and crimes were com-
mitted which it was impossible to forecast,
and the record of these will in due time be
presented to Parliament. Meanwhile, let me
cite the views expressed by Premier Martin
of Saskatchewan, prior to the date of the
election, with regard to this notorious piece
of war-time legislation. In a statement pub-
lished on December 8th, 1917, Premier
Martin expressed himself as follows:

In regard to the War Times Election Aect, I
have already expressed my opinion with respect

[Mr. Murphy.]

" to the disfranchisement of certain classes of our

people. I regard this feature of the act as un-
British and un-democratic, calculated to create
distrust and suspicion and to delay the Cana-
dianizing of many of these people for a genera-
tion.

Moreover, apart from the disfranchisement
provisions of the election act, machinery is
created which is in the hands of unscrupulous
men and may be used in such a way as to win
any constituency. This portion of the act renders
possible the disfranchisement of any citizen liv-
ing in western Canada.” The Union Government
should see to it that 'the election machinery
provided is fairly used, they should see that
every person entitled to vote is given an op-
portunity so to do. If they do not act honestly
and fairly in the administration of their election
machinery, my confidence in them will be
shaken. They should also repeal the act at the
first session of Parliament after the election.

As the greatest care was taken to ex-
clude that part of Premier Martin’s mani-
festo from the Government-controlled press
in eastern Ontario, I will ask the privilege,
Sir, of reading that last sentence again, in
case my friends from the Prairie Provmces
may not have heard me when T read it
first

They should also repeal the Act at the first
Session of Parliament after the election.

While the views thus stated by Premier

Martin were primarily intended for the
benefit of his western driends, they
attracted general attention on account

of the fact that Mr. Martin had for

several years been an honoured mem-
ber of this House, and that many
of his Liberal associates, particularly

those who were intimate with him in this
Chamber, regard him as a man destined
to play a larger part in the affairs of the
Dominion. That Premier ‘Martin’s fears as
to the way the election machinery would be
operated were well-founded will require only
a few examples to prove. Let me take the
first of these from a newspaper supporting
the Government. The Evening Telegram of
Toronto, in its issue of Monday, December
17th, 1917, thus referred to the way in which
the Act had been applied in Toronto:

Toronto's loyalty to the cause of Union Gov-
ernment was traded on by ward politicians,
Patriots had temporarily overlooked the blunders
or crimes perpetrated in the non-enrollment of
so many disfranchised women. Laurier would
have been aided by the public mention of these
crimes.

Mr. Speaker, that sentence is so delicious,
as exemplifying . the peculiar type of
mentality that exists only in T-oron’oo that
I will read it again:

Laurier would have been aided by the public"
menticn of these crimes.

The article proceeds:

Laurier cannot now be aided by the fullest
proclamation of the truth that the whole system



