
COMMONS DEBATES.
Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. The Minister of Railways

not being present, I must tell the hon. member that this
matter is under the consideration of the Government.

FERRY BOATS BETWEEN QUE BEC AND LEVIS.

Mr. GUAY asked, Whether it is the intention of the
Government to establish a regular line of ferry boats
between the cities of Quebec and Levis to connect the rail-
ways on the north shore of the St. Lawrence with the rail.
ways on the south shore in the Province of Quebec, those
of the other Provinces and of the United States? If so,
when?

'Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. It is the intention of the
Government to do so as early as possible.

LEATHER AND RAW HIDES INSPECTOR, LEVIS, &c.

Mr. GUAY asked: Whether Mr. Eudore Lemieux, in-
spector of leather and raw bides for the counties of Lévis,
Bellechasse, Dorchester and Lotbinière, has resigned? If so,
what is the name of bis successor ?

Mr. BOWELL. Mr. Lemieux has not resigned.

HUBERT HÉBERT.

Mr. DESSAINT, in the absence of Mr. CHOQUETTE, asked,
lst. What is the balance due to Hubert Hébert, revising
officer for the electoral district of Montmagny, for salary,
travelling expenses, printing, &c., in connection with the
preparation of the eloctoral list for the county of Mont-
magny ? 2nd. Has the said Hubert Hébert filed lis account
for all he claimed as due to him as revising officer for
salary, expenses, printing, &c.? And if so, what was the
total amount of such account ?

Mr. CHAPLEAU. Mr. Hébert, the revising officer
alluded to, has filed an account for $1,051. The sum of
81,018 was granted to him, thirty-two dollars having
been withheld by the auditor according to the regulations
which were passed. Mr. Hébert, like other revising officers,
received $250 on account of lis salary; what is left due
to him is a balance for salary, which salary has not yet
been finally flxed upon. The account of Mr. Hébert seems
to be an account of all lis personal expenses concerning the
revision.

THE BUDGET.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I would like to enquire
of the hon. the Minister of Finance, whether he is yet in a
position to give us any definite information as to when we
may expect the Estimates and the subsequent Budget state-
ment ?

Sir CHARLES TUP PER. I hope to be able to name
Tuesday next.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. For the Estimates ?
Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Yes.
Sir RICHARD CARTWRIIGHT. Can the hon. gentle-

man fix the date for the statement ? I understand that he
will bring down the Estimates on Tuesday, but bas he made
up his mind when ho will be able to make the statement?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I am not sure about the state-
ment, but, if I am able to reach it on Tuesday, I will lay
the Estimates on the Table a day or two before.

Sir RICHARD CARTW RIGHT. As the House is aware,
we have,as a rule,had the Estimates a day or two before the
statement is made, and it is highly desirable that that rule
should be followed. .

Sir CHARIES T UPPER. Certainly, it will be,
Mr. duAY.

DISALLOWANCE OF MANITOBA RAILWAY
CEARTERS.

On the order being called for Mr. WATSON's motion for
Committee of the Whole to consider certain resolutions on
which to found an Address to his Excellency the Governor
General, praying that ho will be gracionsly pleased to
effectuate the altered policy stated to the House of Com.
mons on the 5th February, 1884, and in pursuance thereof
to leave to their operation any Acts of the Local Legisla-
ture, not otherwise objectionable, which have been or may
be passed for the construction of railway lines within the
original Province of Manitoba,

Mr. WATSON. I have received a communication from
the chairman of a deputation that has arrived from Winnipeg
for the purpose of laying this matter more forcibly belore
the Government. They have had an interview this morn-
ing, and I have received a communication which I will read
to the House:

"As the matter of disallowance is now under consideration by the
Cabinet, I am desired by the Manitoba deputrtion to suggest that yon
should, if possible, have your motion on the paper for to-day stand for
Thursday, to-morrow week.

" F. W. ROBERTS0N."
If it is the wish of the House to have the matter stand until
then, in accordance with the wish of the deputation, I ask
it to do so. Of course, this deputation feel that every means
possible and every pressure possible should be brought to
bear on the House, and, if the Government will agree to
allow this to stand till a week from to-morrow, I should
like to have it stand.

Sir HECTO R LANGEV[N. Yes, there is no objection.
Order postponed until Thursday the 12th instant, to be

then the Firat Order of the Day.

GOVERNOR GENERAL'S WARRANTS.

Sir RICHARD CART WRIGIIT moved for:
Return showing the amounts (in detail) expended under warrants

from the Governor General in each of the years from 1873 to 1886, both
inclusive.

He said: In making this motion, I desire to call the atten-
tion of the House to the generai qaestion which is involved
in the use of these Governor General's warrants, and I wish
to do that, not mere]y because the amount involved is very
large, but also because a constitational and parliamentary
question of the very first importance appears to me to be
involved in this matter. Now, as this is a new House, and
as a large number of the gentlemen present are new mem-
bers, I may take the opportunity of recalling to their minds
the facts under which we separated last June. We sat for
an ususually long time ; we sat up to the first week of
June; the parliamentary year terminated on the 1st July,
so that all Departments ought to have been unusually wel
prepared with theirestimates of the expenditure required, at
any rate, for the year which terminated on the lst July, and
more than usually well prepared with their estimates for
the expenditure for this present year. Now, I do not sup.
pose that there is any member, young or old, in this House,
who is not aware that it is the very cardinal principle on
which all parliamentary institutions hinge that Ministers of
the Crown, and the Crown itself, should not, under any
pretext whatever, expend public money until that money
has been voted by Parliament, and until the reasons why
the Crown asks for the money has been fully explained and
discussed. To that rule there is but one exception. That
is very weli defined in the statute under which these same
Governor General's warrants are issued. In cases of publie
emergency, in cases where unforeseen accidents occar, in
cases where things ar;se which could not reasonably be
foreseen or arranged for by the several Dapartments, thon
and in such cases, if Parliament be not in Session, as the
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