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Every speaker in the general discussion which opens our Asgembly
enphasizes - and rightly 80 - the vital role of the United Nations in sus-
laining and ensuring peace. I8 it doing that? Is it being-given a chance
{0 do 1t? The answer is indicated by the fact that five years after the end
t war even the formal processes of peace-making have not yet been completed.
3ven if they had, there would be no assurance in the international atmosphere
{olay, a compound of suspicion and fear, that the United Nations could convert
technical peace settlement into scmething that would be more than the absence
t armed conflict. The major problems of the post-war period remain unsettled
and the conditions that would make possible their solution do not seem to exist.
‘t is with increasing concern, therefore, that the people of the world regard
these unsolved problems and watch the United Nations Assembly in its efforts to

Zake a contribution to their solution. o
We 'must_begin bj making a careful re-appraisal of the policies ﬁnd
x:iuties and procedures of our world organization, and asking the question
t, in the circumstances, we may reasonably expect the United Nations to accom-
ish, : : .

So 'rgr as the Canadian Government is concerned, we have tried to make
Tacticability the touchstone of our attitude towards the United Nations, Where
e consider there is any real promise that a proposed course of action will con-
t‘ribute effectively to the solution of any particular problea, we are prepared to
glve it our full support. On the other hand, we wish to avoid giving to the United
1.-'ations. tasks which in the light of the limitations under which it now suffers,
a.nd which must dome .day’ be.reaoved, it.is clearly unable to perform. We wish to
*® cortain that before any course of action is initiated there is a reasonable
Zxpectation that it can be carried through to a good conclusion, and that the
Zmbers of the United Nations will support the organization ia this process.

Thesse are the principles which have guided the Canadian Goveramment in
Stermining more particularly the policy it should follow in the Security Council,
ére its first term of membership is now coming to an end.

When we accepted membership on the Security Council we were fully conscious
i{the great possibilities for good which it, of course, possessed. We knew also,
Jever, that these possibilities would be largely nullified if the five permanent
tabers were not able to work together on a basis of friendly co-operation and

tual concessions, Without such a basis, the veto would obviously be used to
:fevent political desisions being reached in the Council, and the military staff °
mittee would kot be able to reach any agreement to put internaticnal force behind
Y decision - even if one were reached,
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In spite of these handicaps, however, the majority of the reabers of the

Curity ‘Council have tried to make it work constructively and there have been scxe
al successes,
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