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SUMMARY

The signing by 120 states of the statute to establish a permanent international criniinal

court with jurisdiction over the most heinous of violent international crimes-genocide,
other crimes against humanity, and war crimes-marks a moment of great promise,
despite the statute's imperfections and the failure of the United States to sign on. It took

the United States 40 years, and sustained political efforts by advocates of the world mile

of law, to ratify the 1948 Genocide Convention. Sustained political efforts may also

change the present U.S. position on the ICC. Hunian rights organizations and other

citizens' groups played an essential role in initiating and shaping the political process

that led to the Rome treaty. A siinilar worldwide citizens' campaign aimed at the

creation of a standing UN Constabulary could have siflillar resuits ini the decade ahead.
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