
la ~RE FE R EN CE P A PER S

CANADA DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

CANAADACAAD

No. 61  Apil 19 HE NATIONAL REsEARcH COUNCIL

.. th.e iunction aof afy central arganization m.ust be
ta stiuulate and encourage this woric In others, ta i'ill the gaps,
ta condu.ct genera3.ized researches not apt ta th.e i'untions aif
narrower institutions, ta create organizations and Institutions
where these are lacking."1

Viscoalt Hajîshan, 1963

In Canada, a great deal aof research is conducted by govern-
ment departm.ents in such clearly dei'ined areas as agriculture,
f~iisheries, iining and dei'ence, Many of' the rem.aining areas of'

F~science and tecbnolagy i'all within the scope of' the National
-Research Cauncil, particularly those that aid the secondary
industries.

When , ln 1916, during the First Wrld War, the Governinent
ai' Canada established the National Researchi Counil, the purpose
was clear -- ta strengthen science as an aid ta industrial develop-
ment. Fra.r the beginn.ing, the NRC has pursued this objective ln
twa ways: by encouraging and su.pporting basic science, nmainly in
the universIties, and, as conditions perniitted, by strengthening
tecb.nology as an aid ta secondary Industries.

The duties of' the Council are outlined ln the Research
Cou.ncil Act, Broadly stated, the Council has charge oi' "fal matters
ai'iecting scientific and industrial research In Canada that m.ay be
assigned ta it by the Privy Counil Committee on Soientifi and
ladustrial Researcb ' (ta which it reports).

The Act also designates a nuniber ai' s.peii'ic responsI bilities:
ý-i'or disco 'veriflg processes and inethods that maay promote the expansion

of' existing Industries or the developmnent ai' new anes; f'or xaintaining
and improving prijnary standards f'or Canada and certii'yiig scientii'ic
and technical apparatus and instruments ased in the governinent service


