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Why Not Food Licenses on a Population Basis
ERNEST B. ROBERTS, Canada Food Board.

A broadening of our ideas on the subject of communal
control bas taken place within the last year. We are pre-
pared to admit now what twelve montbs ago would have
been îndignantly rejected neot only as impossible, but as
absolutely beyond the reach of practical discussion. War
has changed our point of view. In niothing bas it perhaps
more changed than in that which, concerna public control
of privately-owned industries or businesses. That con-
trol in the sense of direction in which collective effort
shall trend, bas been the main cause of success in Cana-
dian munition-making and war orders. It bas been stili
more marked in the case of food control.

Regulation through the license systemi has opened out
possib1lities not' before wltbln sight. People are to-day,
at least, prepared for the question "Why should not food
stores b. licensed on a population basîs ?" There may be
something comic in the first thought that food businesses
should be under régulation just 11ke the o14 saloon and the
hotel. But bave we not the same conditions ln our food
trade that led to the absence of the refrealiment bouse? We
know that, apart from alcohol in the refresbments, one of
the greatest evîls of the old licensed bouse was the fact
that the licensee had to make a living wheu bis competi-
tors were far too near to hlm; lie had to shut hi. eyes
te a génélral lowerlng of bis business for the sake o! keep-
ing the business together. Iu the vast majority of Cana-
dian towns there are to-day too many People in the. food
business. Ail have to Ipake a living by it. Overlapping
profits anxd multiplied profits have to be madle by this
state of affaira. The publie bas te pay for it. if il-
censes were grauted by municipalities upon a population
bai, again exactly as licenses for standard hotels 'are
now granted, regulations ceuld be laid clown for a uniform
and eceomorical delivery system. This would reduce the
cost of living to somehn which the Food Board bas en-
deavored to bring about through the "Cash-aucl-Carry"
systemn of shopping. The volume of business done by the
stores would b. increased. Overhead charges would be
materially reduced, and the necessltles of lf could bc

ables or farma produce or any other food was Just and rea-
sonable, and would pay promDptly, the only change being
according to the quallty of tbe produce.

Alcensing sYstema would elîmninate the Ineffîclent. There
are plenty of people in the smahl stores today who are, In
the ordlnary terra of the street, ".hanging ou by their eye-
brows." They are not equiPPed nor flttecl for their Une
of business. They add to the cost of the commoffities in
whicb they deal, because they Interfere with more effi-
cient business, An instance of this la found In the baking
indutstry. The Canada. Food Board bas recentiy recelvea
a number o! letters freim bakers, poiutlng out that their
businesses were lmproved lu efflclency through the work-
ing of the Ilenrslng system. They have had to keep a
strict check on the. quantîties 0f flour and substitutes used
In the baking. and one flrm, a large Eastern Ontario, firm.
says that what was accomplîshed would have been con-
sidered impossible four months ago. Bakers have heen
forced to educate themselves In their owu trade. Tihe
slip-shod way of baklng could no longer be kept up, and
penhaps for the first tîme in their lives, 80 per cent of
the bakers under license have exactly nieasured the, flours
theY used. A better sYstemn of bookkeepîng had to b. ln-
stalied, because the Food Board reports, ta be madle
monthly, called for more detailed statements. Tt was as
good as a course lu a technical school.

These considerations are suggested by the fact that the
first renewal o! the, lcenses by the Food Beard la belng
madle this xuonth. These are the maillers' licenses. Other
classes wli fali due for their reuewaî next month, and se
on monthly until about June, wheu It ls expected that the
wbole o! the food trades lu the Dominion will be working
under their second liceuse Issue. Are the cumulative bene-
fit. of thîs preparatory werk o! licenslng to b. quit. lest
to the comniunity? It would be oee o! the beat means of
reconstruction if w. could voluntarily adopt andl continue
this systexu for peace-tlme, whlch we hiave found se valu-
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