
parativety Young nman, and one frorn whom Canada
yet looks for rnucb. Jus recollectiozîs of bis College
days, and particularly of D)r. MtcCaLli, the eccentric but
kiiîîdly former President of Toronto L'ivcrsitv., are a
glimpse into the history of oui' own College, of \wbicb)
we ail know but too littie, and ivith wlose tradlitions
and( nieniories we have but too littie aC(juaintance.

It is not often there appears iii any periodical SO
delightful a skit as that written. for Till \/\î<Slr\' by
M\/r. Stephien Leacock, '91, of Upper Canada College.
He is well known as a contributor ta Nezc, Yorke Trîdlî,
The Canadia;i Magazinec, and otlher standard perio(licals.
MJuci lias been said, and inic writteii about
the examinatian systemi whicli prevails hiere, but
nathing half SQ good as \Ir. Leacock's clever 'take-
off."I

M\r, A. H-. Yaung, of Trinity College, also cou-
tinues bis reruiniscences, under the titie of ''Then and
Now." This chapter wvil1 be read with both intcrest
and] pleasure, dealing as it (loes w ith the Lit. electioîî,
oui of which grcw the present Students' Union Build-
ing.

THE \'ARSITY baci intended, withi thîs issue, to
present to its readers a fine haif-tone engraving of the
Champion Rugby Fifteen, but owing to the teani's nat
having the photograph taken in timie, this becanie imi-
possible.

And now ail that reniains ta do is for THE VARSITY
ta wish everybody a very merry Christmas, and an ex-
ceedingly happy New Year!

THE FEES.

It is a fact to be regretted that the Senate last
Spring decided an again increasing the fees, by an ad-
dition of $4 ta the fee for examinatian. It will be re-
menmbered that in 1895 the fees were increased by $io,
that subsequently, iii 1897, an addition ta the Registra-
tian fee of $6 was made, which, with the latest addition
of $4 ta the Examination fee.' makes a tatal increase of
$2o in less than four years.

One would think that the University autharities, in
tlieir policy of cantinually increasing the fees, were
proceediîîg upan the supposition that ail the students
wvere the ebjîdren af wealthy parents. A slight examin-
atian, however, will serve ta show that this is not the
case. Probably nat mare than one-fifth af the students
are blessed with rich parents; the remaining four-fifths
are the ebjîdren af artizans, farmers, and mechanics, ta-
gcther with the sans and datnghters of paar clergymien.
This palicy persisted in cannot fail ta resuit in a tend-
ency ta excînde the "baoi pallai," a tendency iii in keep-
in- with aur deinocratic instituîtians, and one titterly
hastile ta National Education, which sbanld be snch
that the paorest student in the land may have a UTni-
versity training.

Na longer can Ontario boast af lier free Educa-
tional System, whilst the University af Taranto--the
highest of them all-demands snch exorbitant fees. If
she pursues her present palicy mutcb longer, she will bie
providing an education not far the sans af tlîe Pro-
vince, but solely far an aristrocacv, and ever more
flrmly clasing- lier daors against the children of the
poor.

A. L. HARVEY.
University Callege, December i9th, 1898.
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thc\ both arc iniveterate rea(lcrs of loveý 'tories andl
iiavt'ls. Poar boys!

Wec learn, on good authority, that jack Davidson
xvas very nearly being throxvn ont of the cieinlistr\v
window a few days ago by a littie *'birl.'' Jle l)ecoliie
so liervotis that lie (irol)pe( ever\ tbing hie hia( in bis
liand(s and somietlîiug else besides.

F. W. T-, of Secand Year, is auithor of a very
gro-oi paper on "Electrolvsis." I-e, oughit to favor the
Enigineering Society by rea(liug it before its menîbers.
We hiope tbat tbe President will use bis persuasive
l)awers and in(ltce imii to read it,

\Ve now knowv that the S.P.S. no langer haolds first
pulace ainlog the Colleges as the uiplolder of "serap)s"ainong theinselves. Tbc I)entais have beaten aIl aur
previonis records. So we are canipelled to take a back
seat.

There are many staries told of Edison, w bicb, if
they were aIl truc, w'otld certainly inake biimi the inost
won(lerful af wonderfuil nmen. 1 le is a great mnan. Ilere
is biis estimation of genius, wbich was given wben lie
w-as asked once to define it. "Two per cent. is geniuis,
aniii nîety-eigbit per cent. is liard worký.' Again, when
he wvas engageci in a discussion that genius is inspir-
ation, lie su(ldenly exclainied: Bah! Ceniuis is îot
inspired. Inspiration is perspiration."

A story that is tol(l of hiun is, lhox lie invented acure for gant, whicbl is as follows: "lMr. Edison met
a friend oxie day, and an hearing that lie \vas in greatsuifferinig, and noting tbe swelling of biis finger-joints,
asked, with bis tistal curiasity, ''\Vhat is tbe matter'

"Gant," replied the sufferer.
"Well, but wlîat is gant?" persisted Mr. Edisonz.

py Deposits of turic acid in tbe joints,'' caine the re-

"XVWhy (on't tbe doctars cure von ?" aslçed ýx\Ir.
Edison.

"Because uiric acid is insoluble," lie said.
"I don't believe it," said Mr. Edison, and liestraigbtway jaurncyed ta bis Laboratary, put forthinnumerable glass tumblers, and into tbeni eiptied

sane af every chemical that lie passessed. Iiito ecdlie let faîl a few, draps af uric acid, and then waitecire!llltsc;. Investig'ation, farty-eight houirs later, dis-clased that the uric acid lîad dissalved iin two, af the
chiemicals. One of these is tused to-day in tlie treat-
nient of gouty diseases."
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