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Of dreains long, past, and loves long dcad,
0f ilopes (iecave(l. of fiineral kneils, r

m)flission lieus, sweet missionhei
Sai G ab)riel ?Miiss ion xvas fiinded il, 1771 by Fatlicr Jun ipero Serra, a

native' of Cadiz, SIpain. ilhis sdn iiariy man, tutringlÏ lus l)ack on the 1)icasures
of the old 'Norid, entered thie priesthoo(l andl saiie1 fromn Cadiz to take np
iissiolnary work in Aimerjca. miter a tiresie voyage of inety-ninie davs,

lie ianded- at Vera Cruz, and thence travelled across coiîîîtr y to San D)ie'go
wviic a mission hia( alrcadv l)eCi fcundl(ed. Fr(i San i )ie)go, witli thire
other Jîriests andl a ginarîl of tel, siildiers, hce jotirniex c te thle e'mysterions.,
x'ineyari <if L'pper Califortiija,' and tiiere on the hanks of the licantiftil river
Sami Gabriel, lie foInîî ded th e ill jsion liior Many Years thce muissioni made littie
pro0 ress on accounit cf the hostility i)f thc i udiamis, but later, the natives lie-
Coniig frienildiv, the missuin 'l')irel.ie ge1od huisban dm-v of the priests
is e\!iiecedCi iy the remnaili s of the great cartlî ovelis and( tie 1 beautiful vinle-
yard xviiichi boasts the largest gralievilie iii thie wori(i. T]he liission inil
n10W in a prosper(ois cond citioni, the I)ricsts xvere eniabled te tuiru thecir attention
te thle (levelopment cf the connitry. Accordingilv, a petition for the founjdingý
cf the City of Los Angeles, whici xva,; at thiat time but a smiall pueblo mlade
uip cf a lhandful of Spanliards and( a few i Ii(lians, w as sent to Kin- Charles il1T
of Spain. After a delay cf four years the rc(Juest was finaliy granted, and on
Septemnber 4thi, 1781, a procession, conisisting cf the governlor, the ])riests andl

a )an(,! cf lInlian acolytes l)earing the cross left the mission and i)rceldt
the Iiell< whcere witii great pomp andi ceremiony th Uici lei)1 (le Nuestra S.
(le Los *\ngeies xvas foilnded. Suich wvas the fotî dling, (if this licautîful City
oif the Angel Conintry-an even t (mite iiiaraiieieil in the hiistory cf the
UTnited States.

Jý'vi(lemce of the zeai, inidustry, anid schiolarlv (jualities cf its founlders
niay be lila( aIl ilirouigh the mission. 't'le great tinhers whichi formi the
arclie( roof and those whiclm suppocrt the Choir gallery w'ere ail lhewn by hand
andl are stili intact. Thle l)aptismnai font madle of hiamnmered copper, where
somie twelve thouisand Iiiaiis were haptizeil inito the Chutrcli, is stili in tise
andl the deepci) oliows wormi iii the stonie flagis ilponi whichi it rests testify elo-
(jtitly to its long service. 'lie walis are cevere(l iy piaintings, dealing.,
largeiy with scriptuiral sulijects, whichi are quite characteristic cf Spanishi art
of that pcriod ; the lilirary colntajns biooks 0o1 religioni, Iiistory andl philosophy,
w'hjicj (laie b'ack as far as 1489, as well as miany iliteresting doctîmlents (lrawli
ii) h)y tie priests relating- the story of the strug_ les in the early life o
California.

As Ie eft i th j55i(ilin t'le i iclls îieaiedl ot iiscalyfoi- vespeCrs. Fmî-
ilng, We were impressc(l by the heatitv of the scelle. To the eastwarii thîe
high, slicw- caliled 1 ieaks.1 of the Coast Ranges sîiiiiii,ing lu te level rays cf

tesettîng sun ; to tile westwar(l. over tîhe fertile fields and vineyari, tusi i

iiiîei int() the Mile expanse iif the Pacific ; iile thie foregronil, liestîcîl
snitîgly iii the vaîiey rose the misision xvals il) ail hlîcir simple bcaitty, sur-


