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The duties of sehool trustees are not
ail set forth in the Publie Sehools Act,
andi it is doubtful if the irnplied diuties
are flot mnueh more difficuit ta perforni
than thre prescrîbed. The average trus-
tee of a few ycars ago treatei Iliimseif as
sinipi being the trustee of the rate-
payers on]v, and in those days the
sehool trnstee treated Iirinisel f, andi tire
publie wvhomn lie served treated hin as
holding the public office of least ini-
p)ortance in th(e gift of the people, ami
tire trustees wlho sueceeded ini running
the school ou the least aminut of rnaney
were cansitiereti theý most suceessful
resuits w-ere always a seeontlary con-
sideration, if -%e got themn, ail righit,
an(1 if not, change tire teachier. One
ladly wýiro lîad Leen left -%ith a young
fainily, but iii goad circii nstailc es, e~x-
Pres-set tîte current opinion wlhen pre-
sented with a petition for hier signature,
asking that a iiew sehlool (district Le
formed near lier, homne, said, And are
You likelyv ta Le a truistee? rThe otirer
replied in the affirmnative. Well, I will
sign the petition Lecauise wve nieed a
seirool, but yon'l have ta rememiber
tirat the main thing is ta keep the taxes
dow'n.

Bult a ncw, day is dawning over aur-
fair Province, and in some parts of it
tire suri is already w~ell above the hiori-
7on. Aud trustees are beginning ta ask
theiselves if thcy are nat trustees of
more than tire ratepayers' money, and
w'e already have a goodly iiumber of
'en devoting their time, free of all
chbarge, ta the publie sehool business,
Wvho refuse ta acept sucir important
Offices as reeve, councîllor or mayor.
a111( w~ho have even refused ta become
candidates for tire Liegisînture or tire
1'busse of (amnions, ami they are ask-
ing Tlcnsle rFa hat exteiit are they
the trustees of fith ljdren 's opportuni-
I, leS and1( ta wlît, eXtent as' a, conse-

qlefice are they the trustees of the des-
tiny of the nation? ami a stili more1*
,sultile question some are already asking
is, ta whiat extent are tlley the triîmtees
of the puiblie opinion iii the district iii
whiehl they serve ? Is it the dutv of the
trustees to simiply keep their cars close
to the groiînd and listen for the trend
of' public opinion and siînply steer their
shîips ]ni accordalice withi it, or to iwhat
itextent should they lieftic ]noul(1-
crs of it?

In saie commiuiities, wben the trus-
tees ask for more inoncy it is usuiallv
fortheomning withoiît protest, but not s'O
in otîters. Whcn a, school mnoiev Lv-law
is turneti down it is usually nothing
short of a calamity. Tt means that; the
truistees eau not carry out their pro-
gramme andi naturally thien they eau not
get flie lesireti resuits fromn the înoney
they cair get. It is often followed by
the resignatian of a, niimber of, if not
the whole board, and a consequent divi-
sion of the farces that oughit ta be work-
ing in hariony for the uipbuilding of
the comnnity. But the question m-e
are trying ta find an answer to is, whose
fauît is it if a trustee treats hînseif as
being a trustee of the children'5 oppor-
tunities? H1e ought; ta be very careful ta
cultivate the public sentiment in favour
of the inaney Ly-law before submitting
it. This (lacs not; neeessarily presuine
superior intelligence on the part of the
trustee, but the ratepayers elected him
ta give close attention ta schoal affairs
and, if hie secs that a greater investment
is neeessary ta get resulis, the maney
ought ta Le fortheoming, and it wofflâ
Le if only the majority hadl given the
inatter the saine close attention tlic
board did, Lut Leeause they did flot,
they allawcd themselves ta become the
viellais of a few parsim-oiois ratepay-
ers, andl the brakes arc put on the
wlieels af progress for the tinie, al-


