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THE SITUATION.

The ground on which the Quebec Magis-
trates’ Court bill has been vetoed is that it
I8 ultrq vires. The right to appoint judges
8in the Dominion, the right to appoint
Magistrates in the Provinces. Mr. Mercier
8sumed that by giving judges the name of
Magistrates he could gain an extension of
Substantial power. The Dominion Govern-
Ment takes the ground that a judge is a
Judge not the less if you call him a magis-

te, and refuses to allow Mr. Mercier the
benefit, which he sought from a change of
Dame, The abolition by the Local Legisla-

of a court created by Dominion au-
th?ﬁty was not likely to pass unheeded.
F“B difficult to conceive that the Local Leg-
ture was not conscious of exceeding its
Power. The word magistrate has an ex-
tensive meaning, no doubt ; we speak of the
ident of the United States as the first
Wagistrate of the Republic; the Queen, in
® 8ame sense, is the first magistrate of
208 British Empire, and the word might,
12 the same way, be applied to governors;
.. 0ugh in itg application to judicial officers
Tig Popularly confined to an inferior grade,
3t the top of which is a police magistrate.
® accepted and universally understood
Meaning must govern.

A Franco-Russian company has been
formed to connect the Caspian with the
Sea. If themovementhas any politi-

%l significance, only Russia of the two na-
008 forming the company could benefit
Y 1t: the canal would bring Russia within
%asy distance of the Persian Gulf, and it is
;mt.“l'&l to suppose she would desire an out-
et into the Indian Ocean by this route. In
© opinion of some, the menace to India of
Such g line of communication would be as
8teat as the possession by Russia of Con-
ttinople would be to Western Europe.

. 1@ Frenchmen who are ready to embark
2 the Project have probably only commer-
Objects in view. Should the Russian

. o¥eérnment put money into the canal pro-
Jeet, its political aspect would be beyond
Ubt. The north part of the Caspian
of %e8 in winter, and the whole navigation
. 5even hundred miles from north to south

18 not free from difficulties.

The Toronto Board of Trade, in its ad-
dress to the Governor-General, alluding to
the fate of the Fishery treaty, expressed
the hope nevertheless, ‘ that nothing will
arise to disturb those relations which ought
ever to exist between two nations so closely
identified by blood, language, and commer-
cial interests as are Canada and the United
States.” Lord Stanley, whose experience
of difficult questions as late parliamentary
president of the Board of Trade, in Eng-
land, said : ¢ Thereare times when men have
to restrain the most natural feeling; when
it is the duty of the individual no less than
of the nation to preserve an attitude which
may be of dignified silence, but of course
it may equally be accomplished by firmness
of purpose.” Having mentioned his share
of responsibility for the fishery negotiations,
as a member of the British Government, he
added: “Itisa source of great satisfac-
tion to see the confident strength upon
which the Dominion, firmly relying upon
the goodness of her own motives and the
goodness of her cause, is able to maintain
an attitude of quiet and dignified observa-
tion, and is able to feel that the volume of
her trade, increasing as it is from day to
day, if it is denied omne channel must find
others, and that nothing, please God, which
may be done by man will stop the advanc-
ing prosperity of this great Dominion.” He
trusted * that neither directly norindirectly
may we be tempted one atom from that
path of calmness, sound judgment, and
above all a feeling of genuine amity to those
with whom we are brought in contact in
commercial and social affairs.” The wish
and the motive were worthy of the occasion.

While in some quarters the assertion is
confidently made that the St. Clair Flats
canal is in Canadian waters, the War De.
partment at Washington asks to have con-
trol of it, as a means of preventing breaches
of rules laid down for vessels navigating it.
One fact, or alleged fact, brought forward
to prove that the canal is not in American
waters, is that the contractor for its con-
struction had $60,000 which he had paid in
duties refunded to him, when it was found
that the canal was in the Canadian waters.
The refund is said to have been made
after a survey bad shown the canal to be
one mile from the American boundary.
But this statement is in direct conflict with
one recently made, officially or semi-offici-
ally, at Washington, though not all mem-
bers of Congress accept the statement as a
fact. The Treaty of Washington assumes
this canal to be under American control;
an assumption which might be undermined
by a grave mistake as to the facts of the
location, if it were certain that such mis-
take had really been made.

<

On some points, two candidates for the
U. S. Presidency are agreed. They are
both opposed to the modern trusts, which
Mr. Cleveland points out as an old con.
spiracy with a new face and name, and they
are both opposed to unrestricted immigra-
tion. The battle with the plundering trusts
will have to be fought in Congress, and its
progress will be watched with interest in
Canada, where the condemned thing has
found a home, and where also it will have

to be grappled with. ‘‘ Under various
names,” says President Cleveland, ‘ they
[the trusts] have been punished by the
common law for hundreds of years, and
they have lost none of their hateful features
because they have assumed the name of
trusts instead of conspiracies.” He traces
them to an inordinately high tariff, the
maintenance of which Mr. Harrison
favors. In this particular Mr. Cleveland
occupies the stronger ground. The Repub-
lican platform, which Mr. Harrison accepts,
condemns ‘‘ all combinations of capital or-
ganized in trusts or otherwise to control
arbitrarily the conditions of trade among
our citizens " ; but the Republicans defend
the tariff, which greatly fostersjthese trusts.
When both political parties favor the re-
striction of immigration, there is no saying
to what extent it may go. The Chinese
are excluded first; but already other vic.
tims are marked out. The predominance
of a foreign element in the large cities is a
menace to the Republic; a fact which
neither candidate could very well keep out
of mind, but which neither of them men-
tions. The day may come when even an
unlimited Irish immigration may no longer
be welcome.

Dealers in peaches, as well as consumers
of that fruit, are greatly interested in a
disease called the yellows, by which it is
liable to be attacked. This parasitic dis-
ease shows itself in spots on the surface
and in discoloration through the flesh as
far as the stone. 1t passes through three
stages, in as many years, and the affected
fruit is liable to canse diarrhoea. Plenty of
these diseased peaches have been brought
to Canada this year, and some are grown
in Ontario. The attention of the Mayor of
Toronto has been given to the subject, and
he has procured a report from the health
officer, Dr. Canniff, who, for that purpose,
visited many peach orchards on both sides
of the Niagara River. It appsars that there
is & law in existence under which anyone
importing diseased peaches can be fined
from $5 to 20.00 for each offence, and now
that attention has been turned to the dan-
ger we may expect that it will be put into
force. It certainly will in Toronto.

President Cleveland has sent down to
the House the information asked for re-
specting tolls on Canadian canals and the
transport of fish over Canadian territory.
In his message accompanying the corre-
spondence between the Governments of the
United States and of Great Britain, he
agsumes that there is nothing in the Treaty
of 1818 that would warrant the exclusion
of fish from such privilege of transmission.
What then is the meaning of the restriction
of the right of American fishing vessels to
visit our ports to the attaining of a few
specified objects, of which the shipment of
fish is one ? He leaves it to be understood
that the privilege of shipping fish has been
refused during the year; though * no
instance of the refusal to allow the ship-
ment of other cargoes has been made known
to the State Department since July1,1885,"
when the fishery articles of the Washington
Treaty expired. The President also says
that ¢ since March 3, 1887, no case has




