
mivT'E Z., t8 eDxO.NLIiIOi O1L1

AND CHRISTIAN COMMON ENSE.

BPIITUALSBM, AccORDING TO IM ADEER-
ENTE, Is A SOINCE AN» AN ART HAVINS
FOR OBJECT CERTAIN EXTRAORUINARY
COMMUNICATIONS BETwEEN MAN AND
THE SPRfrS.

The following article on Spirituallm
is from the pen of an eminent profeassr
of theology in this city, sud appeared in
the Semaine Religieuse, of Montreal.
It is translated for THE TRUE WITNEss:-

Let us examine, consulting sound rea-c
sonand Divine Revelation,lot, What arei
the spirite with whom man eau commu-
nicate; 2nd, What providential laws or-
dinarily govern these communications;
3rd, What exceptions these lawa may
admit. Then, in the light of true prin.-
ciples, we shall appreciate at their jueti
value the teachingesand the practices of
spiritualism.

L-With what spirite can man enter
into communication?

There exist no other spiritual beingsa
than those God was plemaed to create outà
of nntbinness,-HuMAN soulasand thei
ANGEUS. Human seuls are United natur-
ally ta material bodies, from whichc
death separates them for a time, but to
which at th end of the world they will
be again united for eternity.

Pure spirite, ordinarily called angels,
are absolutely immaterial substances,
gifted with intelligence and free will.
Destined by Divine Goodness to a hap-E
piness infinitely superior to their naturalt
aspirations, and adorned with all the(
treasures of grace, some merited by theirr
obedience the glory prepared for them ;N
the othere by their revolt brought upont
theselves eterne.1 damnation.c

All spirits spoken of by poete andL
popular legends are included in the abovet
two classes, or are only dream iof ther
imagination.8

IL-Wbich are ordinary laws govern-1
ing the communications of man with the
spirits?f

The human soul, during thie mortait
life, can have relation with the exterior6
world only by means of the bodilyt
organe, dieposed in a normal manner.
Thue, that a living man may converse
with another, it is necessary that the
tongue of one produce articulated scunds
'whicb shall reach tie ears of the other;t
or that the first nY ake signe or write
words ta he perceived by the eyes of the
second. We have said that the organe
of the body cannot be of service to thet
snul unleas they be in a normal condi a
ion. For -experience bas taught us from

our firet infancy, and proves daily, that
our eyes cannot see unless thç-y be opr.n.
unless the object be eparated by a lu
minous medium and at a distance notd
too great. .

Ras the Creator deposed in humana
nature the faculty of distinguishing ob-
jects through au opaque body, or mu dark-
nesa, or ab a distance? Cin it be serioualyv
supposed that so many methode of per-
sons who, from the origin of mankind,i
have not ceaaed ta exercise and perfectg
their sight, should have remained in anC
absolute ignorance ofa so precious a gift; o
and that thia faculty, latent for so longs
a time, abould have awaited the adventv
of spiritualism to matnifest itself in a
amallnumber of adepts. and in an inter-
mittent manner ? No, evideinly thar is
Dot a faculty nat urnl o man.

A'd wnat we say of thesight i s equAly
aoplicable ta the hmearing and the uther
senses. .

2-Can we communicate dire. ]y with,
a oul separated from itsbodi.y ?r

No; for being denrived of thusi organ
that served as a mc-'an iof reaciumg thej
outer world, iL has hecore naturaîy in-a
capable of those kind of commuications
the moment it has left the b >dy. M rer
over, we know that according to a law oif
Providence, that admits.of ouly miracu-L
]ous exceptions, souls cannot leaved
heaven, hell or purgatory,either of themu-
selves or by the authority of any createdi
being. Iltis, thereft ra, tbrough the inter-
mediary of God and of the good augels
that we eau converse usefully witn souil
LIat are already in heaven or are prepar-
ing to enter, and these conversations are
as easyas they are consoling and useful.0
B-l angzele possess naturally a veryb

hie kuveg ahte laws that govern
hephysical word sud a very great

pavter Lacmt upon material elements.
eihrhe glory cf the good angels nor -

the damnation of the bad angels did die
prive them of this science and thi
power, to which ia added the experience
they have gathered during thousands of
years.

4-The good augels use their power
and their science in perfect harmony
with the V i of ead, to make men holY
and happy, for they love men as their
brothers and esteem it an honor to serve
them. Very especially, Gcd, in his in-
effable providence, confided each man
from the firt instant ofb is existence
to a guardian ange], who, without losing
sight of the face ofIthe Heavenly Father,
watches over his charge day and night
unceasingly, with the devotedness of a
friend, the strength of a warrior, the
tenderneas of a mother, turning aside
dangers that threaten the body, remov-
ing himnfrom occasions that would þe
fatal to the soul, weakening the violence
of temptations, consoling in sorrow, in-
spiring saintly aspirations and salutary
remorie, and suggesting serious thoughts
to prepare for death, and never tiring
when meeting with resistance. And the
soul can nlo, when it will, make known
to ita guardian angel, without recourse
to outward speech, its desires, feau, dis.
tress, its contidence and gratitude. And
these holy communications become more
and more intimate and familiar, accord-
ing as the soul is more innocent, more
doci e to the angelie inspirations, more
confident in its celestial guide, without,
however, producing, except in certain ex-
traordinary cases, any sensible impres-
sion.

5-God leaves to the fallen angels a
certain liberty of leaving the infernal
abyse; they take advantage of it to work
evil to men whom they hate, because
they see in them the living images of
God and the heirs of that kingdom they
rendered thenselves unworthy of. They
would malke men the accomplices of
their disobedience and the companions
of their eternal wretchedness. Never.
theless, howsoever great be their hatred,
their astuteness anid their strength, Gort
reatricts their attacks to narrow limits,
and always tffera to men the graces they
need to win glorious victories.

Without neglecting the occasions they
find to hurt men in their bodies and in.
their goods, it is chiefiy against their
souis that they strive. Unable to pene.
trate into the sauetuary of their intelli
gence and their will, whose key je with
God alone, they exercie their natural
powers on material elements in order to
excite the passions and the imagina-
tions, sud thereby tu absault freewill.

Thus they know how to dresa in bril.
liant colons the sh1adows of vain honoura
sud the fith of vice; they transform in.
to spasms of hatred, of fury or deep mel.
anucholy, a slight feeling of aversion, im-
patience cr sadnees that had not been
pronply controlled ; - they lessen
shame before sin and exaggerate it
wheu the sin is done-they trouble well-
disposed souls by caliing up obstinate
distractions, ecruples, humiliating tempt-
ations ; they prepare dangerons occasions
for inexperienced soule, und seek to
inake them unmindful of giod ad-
vice - they entice from Iheir d a ty
those who are active and strong
in their own judgment, t aug
gest to then a pretended good which
God does not aek-tbey inspire to the
one who commits a first sin rnw re
sumption and now despair ;-thl.ypre,
vent te ainner from reflecting 'u 1 s
d-plorable state, allowing hinm to rjy
a tdMe 1 ', s *mn.inme t tveWn bt tue very
io(rtis( of ea ruity, 'c. l'o le pitiLd in
deed air- sou!e b-omioe the m-sves of the
spirits of evil, uepecilv by L1mg habit
of sensuit Cl eir by bitpiemy, or bv
the urofauation of thite acrauiments. L
is ttnly by onergcic etl>rls that tley can
reoýver ihe ilberty of lhe childtrnof Gid.

.I.--D >es Gi 1a Limes allow extraur
diwiary communications between man
and the spiriod

We havesen th it the good and the bad
ang-ls labour il, iessiguly for oragainst
men, but t.hat the exprcise of their ac-
tivity is confiued to nqrrow limitesand
does not enter into tlie place of Divine
Providence t xcept urder condition of
not upset.ting the order that reigns in the
pnysical and moral world.

..- Can God allow themi to intervene
in au extmrardinary maniner.? Yes, cer-
tainly, the Almighty has the righ to
make exceptions in the ordinary course
of the laws whose author Hlae i not only
by workLg miacles proper, that is toa
sy that effecta Ho alone is capable
ai producug ; but again in grant.-
ing ta pmWe a pirits the liberty
to performn wonders, that is ta ay,

F ef scts proportionedb toL11ir uatural hosom of hristian peoples wben a man
à poweu. but supsiior to our 'intelligenoe wishes,tbrough maice or curiouity, to on.
e and our powers. ter into communication with the spirite
f Has Gód wuiàed itL? tes- Holy Writ of darknoss, they are ever ready to render

atteste it a& aimat every- Dage from the him servioes, for which they will exact
beginning of Gennesis to the end of Lie dear payment; 9, as our Lord bas estab.
Apocalypse. We learn from -Sacred ished, sacraments that produce Divine
Scriptures thut good or bad.angels can: effects, even when he who confers them
1, act upon material elements- 2, take has not supernatural faith, so Satan, the
the form and the voice of a human be- ape of God, annexes, as far as lies in his
ing; 3, communicate to man knowledge power, auperhuman effects to Outward
they have acquired about.secret events signa he is pleased to choose, for example,
long past or actually takmg place at a to certain signe, certain words, the use
distance, as also that which their sagacity of certain material objects, such as
and their experience permit them to tables, planchbttee, etc. Even though
conjecture about the future; 4, carry a imprudent persons using them have not
man inatantaneouuly to a distant place.; the express will to question a demon, he
5, inflict him with sickness and infirni- Will hasten to work, according to their
Lies; 6. take possession of bis tongue deaire, in order to entice into fatal illu.
and of bis inembers to use them i their aon;. and God often punishes their
own mains; 7, cause.death. Now, this temerity by not interposing any oh-
power being exerciaed even by the stacle.
demons, who use it only for evil, we IV. Conclusion - What must be
must conclude that it ia a natural power, thought of Spiritualism ?
for God's sanctity could, nt allow Him As bas been asaid above, spiritualiam
to furnish His enemies with super- glories in being the science of extraordi-
natural strength ta satisfy their malioe• nary communications between man and
They abuse, therefore, one of those ex- the spirite, and the art of procuring
cellent qualities with which divine good- these kinds of communications.
nesa had adorned angelhe nature in creat- 1. Let us examine what its end is,-
ing it from nothing, and which the fallen what means it employ,-what its results
spirits have preserved in integrity, altho' are.
they have lost their supernatural endow. Its end is to obtain services that are
mente. more or less dangerous, especially the

1I.-The holy use to which the good knowledge of certain things God bas re-
angels put their power explains easily ta solved to keep us ignorant of, as for ex-
us why God bas them exercise now and ample, the judgment he pronounces at
again this power by supernatural deeds. the death of a certain person, the niye.
Sometimea He sends them as His am- teries of the future-or certain evente in
bassadors ta reveal His adorable secrets; themselves the objects of human know.
thus Gabriel, the angel of the Incarna- ledge, but which for the time being can-
tion, appears under human form ta an- not be, or are not wished to be learn d,
nounce to Daniel the preciBe epoch of according to the meaus established by
the Messiab's coming ; to Zachary, the the Creator of the natural and the super-
birth of the precursor; ta Mary, her natural world-for example, that which
divine maternity. A, other times He took place far from every hunan eye,
makes use of angelia ministry ta prove that which is taking.place at.a great dis-
Hia love for His faithful servants by tance, that which is contained under
protecting them, delivering them, con. lock and key. etc.
soling them in a marvellous manner. 2-The ; neans is recourse to the spirits,
Raphael, one of the seven princes that with whom relation in established by
stand before the throne of God, is given wordsand signe, the intermediary of a ma-
for several weeks as fellow-traveller to terial object, or of a person acting as
the young Tobias on bis journey. A medium, or even by a simple act of the
prophet carried in an instant from Jadea will.
to Babylonia, offers to Daniel in the S-Wbat are the results Firet and
lions' den the food ho had prepared for foremost, we must give a wide margin to
hie reapera; an angel makes fai .the deception and to the imagination; and
chains of Peter and opens to him, with- then keeping equally apart from two in-
out the notice at the sentries, the great tellectual weaknesses that conEit iin
iron gate of the prison, etc, At times, denying and in believing without exam-
also, the holy angels have been asseciat- ination :
ed by divine justice in the execution of It remains proven by weighty atid nu-
sentences, as in the destruction of abom- merous testimonies that many times, in
inable Sodom,in the exemplary chastise- different places, and .n different epocls,
ment of Heliodorus, the sacriligous there have been obtained by the practice
plunderer of the holy temple of Jeru- of spiritualism, effeuts that are certainly
salem, etc. superhuman, particularly as regards in

From apostolic times to our days, as is formation concerning things distant.
proved by the hiatory of the saints, God Il.-Can all this be reconciled with the
bas uot ceasel ta manifest His love to- light of reason and of the Gos:iel ?
wards His generous servants by procur- ]-The end in grievously sinful, since
ing the good angels the joy of displaying it is an attempt to rashly break down the
on behalf of beloved brothers the wonder- barriers placed by Divine Wisdom about
fui powers with which their Creator bas humin underatanding, and t upset the
enriched their nature. fundamentai laws of the physical world

11 The infinite wisdom of God bas and of human society.
deemned well ta permit the fallen angeh, 2.-To have recourse to the spirits is a
to intervene in the world in an extraor- criminal means. In point of fact, wbst
dinary manner, but by marking out to are these apirits from whom light aud
them limita they muet not pas beyond, belp are asked ? The souls of the d-ad?
as is let out the chain of a ferocious Sbail Gid aend them miraculoisly, to
mstiff. By so doing, He iutends t make of them the acconilicos oi!f au in.
prove and sinctify the j ist, ta convert solent riianhedience? Are ,hoy tl.hgo;d
siznere, to chastie bth- ottinate and ta angels? N>; this sinful temrerity caiues
t 1 t eir uLani n o to those who them horror. Taerofore, the crnsulta-
tt,-r iîto commina-on witithe tions of eiritualicm are ueccesrily ad.
e.pirits( of darknEes. dressed to the spiriios of lingiand m ;ice-,

Thus. 1, Baan uses lightniti and the Lo tthe swurn eniemies of G ud and o, mi,3.
tenpest to destray J b's flesand 3.-The re8ults, when real y super
household; 2, hes srikte dw t hi s LI holy humai, are starnped wi.h ' diai,,lical
pat.riarch with various horrible mal- seal Tnte spirit begins by quaint fetu,
dies; 3. a fallen.epirit hiolds for eighteen in, ffensive answpra, piou s worti (SL!,n
years a woman beut towirde the earth, quoted wor la of H ily Wnît to Oar L ,rd,
as testides our Lord when caring ber; 4. aid St. Pauil tells as that the devil cKin
persons poasseesed of demnons were numer- trauform ihimself irito au augeï of ligit
oms in Judea during the publiclifeof aud holines) L .ter, aàsumning the
our Sxviour' even at times one atone name of sone- deqd prron, he reveald
would be the habi-ation of a legion of Recrets. kaowa only ta the questioner.
demons; 5, an t vil spirit puts te death Fond of lies and of discord, ho empties
the unchaste men ta whom was married the poisnu of detraction and calumny on
saccissively the pure and virtuuus Sarah, persons whose upright.ess is suspect to
later the spouse of young Tobias; 6, Our the questioner. He goes so far as to
Lord and Hie Apostles have announced teach errora more and more grose con-
that towards tbe end of time the Anti- cerning the state of soula departed from
christ shall bave at his disposal the this life, and too often succeeds in de-
power of Satan, to whom God will give stroying the faith of the imprudent who
extraordinary liberty, aud that thie man take pleasure in listening. TVnese p iison
of sin shall work wonders capable of de- ous fruits, and many othere that might
ceiving, if it were p<ssible, the elect be given, show that spiritualiem je con-
themselves; 7, in pagan countries, be- demned equally by faith and by reason.
fora or after the coming of Oriat, i îan II[.-Therefare: 1. They commit a
hasnotLceased Ltouphold histyranny by grevionsoaffence against God whoserious-
real diabolical wonders, which are teat- ly wishR La place thenselves in communi-
fied ta us by miesionaries and travellers cation with thme spi-its ar-to employ
in Afria China, etc.; 8,' even in the moans suggested by $pirituaism, even


