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' SPIRITUALISM'

'AND CHRISTIAN COMMON SENSE.

EPIRITUALISM, ACCORDING TO ITS ADHER-
ENTS, I8 A SOIENCE AND AN ART HAVING
FOR OBJECT CERTAIN EXTRAORTINARY
COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN MAN AND

. THE SPIRITS.

The following article on Spiritualism
is from the pen of an eminent professor
of theology in this city, and appeared in
the Bemaine Religieuse, of Montreal.
It is translated for THE TRUE WITRESS :—

Let us examine, consulting sound rea-
son and Divine Revelation, 1st, What are
the epirits with whom man can commu-
nicate ; 2nd, What providential laws or-
diparily govern these communications ;
8rd, What exceptions these laws may
admit, Then, iv the light of true prin.
ciples, we sball appreciate at their just
valaue the teachings and the practices of
spiritualism.

I.~With what spirits can man euter
into communication ?

There exist no olher spiritual beings
than those God was pleased to create out
of nothingness,—HUMAN souls and the
ANGELS. Human aouls are united natur-
ally to material bodies, from which
death separates them for a time, but to
which at thp end of the world they will
be again united for eternity.

Pure spirits, ordinarily called angels,
are absolutely immaterial sabstances,
gifted with intelligence and free will.
Destined by Divine Goodness to a hap-
piness infinitely superior to their natural
aapirations, and sadorped with all the
treasures of grace, some merited by their
obedience the glory prepared for them ;
the others by their revolt brought upon
themselves eternal damnation.

All spirits spoken of by poets and
popular legends are included in the above
two classes, or are only dreams of the
Imagination,

. IL.—Whbich are ordinary laws govern-
ing the communications of man with the
spirits ?

The human soul, during this mortal
life, can have relation with the exterinr
world only by means of the bodily
organs, disposed in a normal manner.
Thus, that a livibg man may converao
with another, it is necessary thal the
tongue of one produce articulated scunde
which shail resch the ears of the other ;
or that the firat n ake signs or write
words to be perceived by the eyes of the
second. We have said that the organs
of the body cannot be of service to the
soul ubless they be ina nermal condi
tivn. For experience bas taught us from
our firat infancy, and proves daily, tha!
our eyes cannot see unlesa they be oprn,
unless the ohject be eeparated by a lu-
minous medium aod at & distance not
too great.,

Has the Creator depcsed in human
nature the faculty of distinguishing ob-
jects through an opaque body, or in dark-
ness, or at adistance? Cin it be seriously
supposed that so many methods of per-
sons who, from the origin of mankind,
havs not ceased to exercise and psrfect
their sight, should have remained in an
abgolute ignorance of so precious a gift ;
and that this faculty, latent for ao long
a time, should have awaited the advent
of spiritualism to manifest itgelf in a
small number of adepis. and in an inter-
mittent manner? No, evidenily that is
not a fact!ty natur.d to man.

A d wort we say of thesight is equaly
snplicable Lo tiie hearing und the uther
geuses,

2—Can we communigate direr ly with
& aoul separated from ite body ?

No; for being devrived of thesa crjena
tbat served as a moans of reaching the
outer world, it has become naturaliy in-
capable of those kind of communications
the moment it hss left the body. M re-
over, wa know that accoxrdiag to a Inw of
Yrovidence, that admits of only miracu-
lous exceptions, souls caunot leave
heaven, hell or purgatory,either of them-
Aelves or by the authority of any created
being. Itis, therefirs, through the inter-
mediary of God and of the goid augsals
that we can converse usefully with sonls
that are already in heaven or are prepur-
ing to enter, and theae conversations are

. 88 eagy a8 they are consoling and useful.

*, 8—All angels possess naturally a very.

wide knowledge of the Iaws that govern
the physical world and a very grest
power to act upon material elements,
Neither the glory of the good angels nor

the dampation of the bad angels. did de-
prive them of this science and this
power, to which is added the experience
they have gathered during thousands of
years,

4—The good angels use their power
and their science in perfect harmony
with the will of God, to make men holy
anc happy, for they love men as their
brothers and esteem it an honor to serve
them. Very especially, Ged, in his in-
effable providence, confided each man
from the firet instant of his existence
to & guardian angel, who, without losing
sight of the face of the Heavenly Father,
watches over bis charge day and night
unceasingly, with the devotedness of a
friend, the strength of a warrior, the
tenderness of a mother, turning aside
dangers that threaten the body, remov-
ing him from occasions that would be
fatal to the soul, weakening the violence
of temptations, consoling in sorrow, in-
spiring saintly aspirations and salutary
remor:e, and suggesting serious thoughts
to prepare for death, and never tiring
when meeting with resistance. And the
soul can nlso, when it will, make known
to its gurardian angel, without reconrse
to outward apeech, its desires, fears, dis-
tress, its contidence and gratitude. And
these holy communications become more
and more intimate and familiar, aceord-
ing as the soul is more innocent, mors
doci e to the angelic inspirations, more
confident in its celestial guide, without,
however, producing, except in certain ex-
traordinary cases, any sensible impres-
sion.
5—God leaves to the fallen angels a
certain liberty of leaving the infernal
abyss; they take advantage of it to work
evil to men whom they hate, beczuse
they see in them the living imnages of
God and the heirs of that kingdom they
rendered themselves unworthy of. They
would make men the accomplices of
their disobedience and the companions
of their eternal wretchedness. Never
theless, howsosver great be their hatred,
their astuteness and their strength, God
reatricts theix attacks to narrow limits,
and always «ffers to men the graces they
need to win glorious victories.

Without negleciing the oocaeions they
find to hurt men in their bodies and in,
their goods, it is chiefly against their
sowis that they strive. Unable to pane-
teate into the sanctuary of their intelli
gence and their wil), whoee koy is with
God alone, they exorcise their natural
powers on material elements in order to
excite the passions and the imagida-
tions, aud thereby tou assault freewill,
Thus they kpow how to dress in bril.
liant colours the shadows of vain honours
and the fiith of vice ; they travaform in-
1o spasms of hatred, of fury or deep mel-
sncuoly, a slight feeling of aversion, im-
patience cr sadness that had not been
promptly controlled ; — they  leasen
shame before sin and exaggerate it
when the sin is done—they trouble well-
dispozedt souls by calling up obstinate
distractions, scrupies, humiliating tempt-
ations ; they prepare dangerous occasiuns
for inexperienced souls, znd ssek to
make them wunmindful of gnod ad-
vice — they entice from their daty
thosa who are active and sbrong
in their own judgment, to sug
gest tothem a pretended good which
God does not ask—they inspire to the
one who commits a firat sin nnw nre
sumption and now despair ;—th-y pre
vent the sinner from reflecting viom b n
deplorable state, allowing him tu erjy
8 talie neacs, someliies o ven to the very
parte’s of etezuity, et 'L'o be pitied in
deed ar- sotls bzcome the slsvas of the
spirits of ovil, capecially by o long habit
of sensuai sin or by bisspnemy, or by
the nrofanation of the sacraments. I
is culy by energetic eff wis that they ean
recover the tberty of the childrenof God.

LI1.—Does God as times wllow extrane
dipary communications botween man
apd the spirits ?

Wehave seen thit the good and the bad
ang-ls labour ui.ceesignly for or againss
men, but that the exerciss of their ac-
tivity is confined to narrow lmits and
does not enter into the place of Divine
Providerce e¢xeepr under condition of
not upselting the ordex that reigns in the
physical und raoral worid,

_ 1.—~Can God sllow them to intervene
in_ an extracrdinary manner? Yes, cer-
tainly, the Almighty has the right to
make exceptions in the ordinary course
of the laws whose author He is, not only
by working miracles proper, that is to
sny that effects He alone is capable
of producing; but agsin in grant.
ing to pure spirits the liberty

powers but superior to our intelligence
sndourpowers. - T -

Has God willed it ? Yes. - Holy Writ
attests ii at almoet every from t
beginning of Gennesis to the end of Lhe
Apocalypse. We learn from - Sacred
Scriptures that good or bad angels can :
1,act upon material elements; 2, take
the form and the voice of a human be-
ing; 8, communicate to man knowledge
they bave acquired about seoret events
long past or aciually taking place at a
distance, asaleo that which their sagacity
snd their experience permit them to
conjecture about the future; 4, carry a
man instantaneously to & distant place;
5, inflict him with sickness and infirmi-
ties; 6, take possession of his tongue
and of his members to use them in their
own name; 7, cause death. Now, this
power being exercised even by the
demons, who use it only for evil, we
must conclude that it is a natural power,
for God’s sanctity could not ' allow Him
to furnish His enemies with super-
natural strength to satisfy their malice.
They abuse, therefore, one of those ex-
cellent qualities with which divine good-
ness had adorned angelic nature in creat-
ing it from nothing, and which the fallen
spirits have preserved in integrity, altho’
they have lost their supernatural endow-
ments,

II.—The holy use to which the good
angels put their power explains easily to
us why God has them exercise now and
again this powerby supernatural deeds.
Sometimes Ha sends them as His am-
bassadors to reveal His adorable secrsts ;
thus Gabriel, the angel of the Incarna-
tion, appears under human form to an-
nounce to Daniel the precise epoch of
the Messiab’s coming ; to Zachary, the
birth of the yrecursor; to Mary, her
divine naternity. A{ other times He
makes use of angelic ministry to prove
Hiz love for His faithful servants by
protecting them, delivering them, con-
soling them in s marvellous manner.
Raphbael, one of the seven princes that
stand befcre the throne of God, is given
for soveral waeks as fellow-traveller to
the young Tobias on his journey. A
prophet carried in an instant from Judea
to Babylonia, offers to Daniel in the
lions’ den the food he had prepared for
his reapers; an angel makes fall the
chains of Peter and opens to him, with-
out the notice ot the sentries, the great
iron gate of the prison, ete. At times,
also, the holy angels have been associat-
ad by divine justice in the exsecution of
sentences; as in the destraction of abom-
inable Sodom, in the exemplary chastise-
ment of Heliodorns, the sacriligous
plunderer of the holy temple of Jeru-
salem, etc.

Feom apostolic times to our days, as is
proved by the history of the saints, God
has not ceasel to manifest His love to-
wards His generous servants by prooar-
ing the good angels the joy of displaying
on behalf of beloved brothers the wonder-
ful powers with which their Creator has
enriched their nature. .

III. The infinite wiadom of God has
deemed well to permit the fallen angel:
to intervene in the world io an extraor-
dinary manner, but by marking out to
them limits they must not pass bayond,
ag is let out the chain of a ferocious
masliff, By 8o doing, He intends to
prove and sweify the just, to convert
sinners, to chaastize tha obstinate and to
Shoaw weeir amaradinen L) those who
ender 140 communies ion  wilth the
gpirits of darkness. ‘

Thus, 1, Sa'an vszs lightning and the
tempest to destroy Job's flocks and
housshold; 2, he s rikes down this holy
pririrrch with varioua horrible mala
dies; S a fallen spirit holda for eighteen
years & woman beut towards the earth,
as iestifies onr Lord when coring ber; 4,
peraons posseaged of demaons wers numey-
ous in Judea during the public Lifs of
our Baviour, cven at times oune alone
would be the habi.ation of a legion of
demons; 5, an «vil spirit puts to death
the unchaste men to whom was married
gncecissively the pure and virtuous Sacah,
later the spouse of young Tubiss; 6, Our
Lord and His Apustiles have aunounced
that towards the end of time the Anti.
christ shall bave at his disposal the
power of Satan, to whom God will give
extraordinary liberty, aud that this man
of sin shall work wonders capable of de-
ceiving, if it were pcassible, the elect
themselves; 7, in pagan countries, be-
fura or after the coming of Curiut, Satan
hes not cersed to nphold his tyranoy by
real dinbolical wonders, which are test:-
fied to us by miesionariesand travellers

to perform wonders, that is to say,

affeota- %r:porﬁoned to. their . nataral

bosom” of Christian peoples. when & man
wishes, through malice orcuriosity, to en.
ter into communication with the spirits
of darknees, they are ever ready to render

he | him servioes, for which they will exact

dear payment ; 9, as our Lord has eatab-
lished. sacraments that produce Diving
effects, even when he who confers them
has not supernatural faith, so Satan, the
ape of God, annexes, as far as lies in his
power, auperhuman effects to outward
signs he is pleased to choose, for example,
to cerlsin signs, certain words, the use
of certain material objects, such as
tables, plancheties, etc. Even though
imprudent persons using them have noy
the express will to question & demon, he
will hasten to work, according to their
desire, in order to entice into fatal illu-
sions; and God often punishes their
temerity by not interposing any ob-
stacle.

IV. Qonclusion — What must be
thought of Spiritualiem ? .

As has been eaid sbove, spiritualism
glories in being the sciencs of extraordi-
nary communiecations between man and
the spirits, and the art of procuring
these kinds of communications.

1. Let us examine What its end is,—
what means it employa,~what its resulls
are.

Its end is to obtain services that are
more or less dangerous, especially the
knowledge of certuin things God has re-
solved to keep us ignorant of, as for ex-
ample, the judgment he pronounces at
the death of & certain peréon, the mys.
teries of the future—or certain eveuts in
themselves the objects of human know-
ledge, but which for the time being can-
uot be, or are not wished to be learn:d,
according to the means established by
the Creator of the naturaland the super-
natural world—for example, that which
took place far from every haman eye,
that which is taking place at & great dis-
tance, that which is contlained under
lock and key, stc.

2-—The means is recourse to the spirifs,
with whom relation is established by
words and signs, the intermediary of a ma-
terial object, or of & person acting as
medium, or even by a simple act of the
will.

8—What are the resulls? First and
foremost, we must give a wide margin to
deception and to the imagination; and
then keeping equally apart from two in-
tellectua! weaknesses thal coneist in
denying and in believing without exam-
ination :

It remsains proven by weighty aud nu-
merous testimonies that many times, in
different places, and in different epochs,
there have been obtained by the practice
of spiritualism, effects that are certainly
superhuman, particularly as regards in-
formatior concerning things distant,

IL.—Can all this be reconciled with the
light of reason and of the Gosnel?
1—The end is grievously sintful, since
it is an attempt to rasbly break dows the
barriers placed by Divine Wisdom ahout
human understanding, and to upset the
fundamentai laws of the physical world
and of human society.
2.—~To hava recourse to the spirils is a
criminal means. In point of fuct, what
are these apirits from whom light and
belp are asked ? The mouls of the dead
Shall Gad send them miraeulously, to
make of them the accomplicas ol au in.
solent diaohediance ? Ara thay thegord
angels 7 No; thissinful temerity canses
them horror. Taerofore, the consulta-
tions of apiritualivm are necessarily ad-
dressed to the spiriis of Iving and miiice,
to the swurn enemies of God and of man.
‘8.—~The wesuits, when really super
buman, are stampad with ‘n diabolical
seal The soirit begins by qaaint feats,
o fansive nnswers, pimg words (Siban
quotad worls of Hly Writ to Oar Lo,
and St. Panl tells as thut thedevil can
wravsform bimaself into an aopel of ligot
and boliness) Leter, wesuming the
name of some dusd perdon, be reveald
secrets. kuowa only t0 the guestioner.
Fond of liez and of discord, he empties
the poisnn of detraction and ealumny on
persons whose uprightness is saspeact to
the questioner. He goes so far as to
teach errors more and more gross con-
cerning the state of souls depsrited from
this life, and too often suceseds in de-
stroying the faith of the imprudent who
take plessure in listening. ‘Unese pisoni
ous fruits, and many othera vhat might
be given, show that spiritualism is con-
demned equally by faith and by reason.
III.—Therefore: 1. They commit &
grevious offence against God who serious-
ly wish to place themaselves in communi-
cation with the apirits. or-to employ

| in' Africa, China, etc.; 8, even-in the

means suggested by, Spiritualism, even



