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earth, so that the eye cqg!tl_-(gg!:;‘(_lgl'eet its f;\s—-_
Wi o devguated s b

. When a new victim éd, /
was dl_:l'g up ;. the executiouer descended wto the

 oleaned the vaolt of the ghastly rehes of
tlllte"?':?:ii:?:ﬁﬂ‘uer, and made 1t ready to receive
anotheriomate. A small bed was erected in ns
angle of the vauit; vear it were placed a Ilghted
lamp, and small quantities of bread, water an
milk=-yrovisiops for ove day, which 2 der:e;yg
pity graoted: to the wretch about to desce:
alive o the-torb. o : o

It i8'troe 'that - the iostances of this fearful
punishment ‘were rare; but wbet young girl
would sefect a life whose Joys migbt end in 50
terrible a death? ~ The virgins of the Atriuom
Regwm had good cause ta tremble when. the
vaguest facts, the least founded suspxc:ons.oﬂen
sufficed to determme the inflexibie severity of
tbe pontiffs whose ofice it was fo pumsh this
crime? The denunciations of a slave or the
confession obtained by torture were a sufficient
» basts for accusations that might lead a Vestal to
(eati, unless heaven interposed 1o ber favor, by
come miracle. 'The apcient autkors relate seve-
ral mstances of this heavenly intervention. The
Vestal Eilia, who had permitted the fire con-
fided to her care Lo burp oul, and was suspected
of a greater crime, tore Der hinen stole and threw
the light fabric on the altar calling upcn Vesta,
whom she bad served
manifest her wpocence, A light flame suddenly
copsumed the fragment of cloth and ascended to
heaven. [Denys of Hil. 11,68 Val. Max.,
1,7

Tl-llccla demonstrated her mmnocence by earry-
ing water in a sieve, from the nver to tbe Forum.
[Denys of Hal. ibid 69; Val. Meax. VIIL. 1
5; Pliny, Nat, Hist., XXVIL 2] Ia times
still more remote, Claudia ted her belt to the
prow of a sbip bearing the statue of “the Mother
of the gods wiich had made vaio attempls to
cross the bar of the Tiber, aud pulled the vessel
safely into port. [Tuus Lisus; Ovid, Fast.
Lib. 1V, v. 319 to 326, and 343 to 344 ; Pliny,
Nat. His. VII.. 35 Suet. tn Tiberio, cap. 2
Valer. Maz. Vili,, 4.]

Paintings representiog these miraculous events
were placed 1 Vesta's temple, and the people
believed that tee goddess would not fail to show
her power agaw to rave a falsely accased vir-
g3 but the young Vestals were notso coofiding,
and thie thought of the fearful vault was egough
to poidon their joys.

At the time we wite of, the virging who -
babited the Atrium Regium were i prey to the
gloomiest forebodings. During the reigns of
Vespasian and Thitus, they bad enjoyed much
hberty, and onght have believed themseives freed
from their terrible obligations. But Domitian
bad soon taught them that the yoke of the an-
cient religion satill hore upon them: and ‘the
death of the two sisters Ocellatus and Varonilla,
who bad reczntly been compelled to stab them-
selves, bad filled their souls with terror.

They uaderstood, moreover, that the implaca-

during thirty years, to|.

vinble marke'of afiastioo; aad- pever. betrayeds

- This*word, 5o sxiovsly” expected;- b
written.by Metellus I%- ,lhe‘ -dangerous -le
tercepted by Marcus Regulus, a8 nd
:gr?te{réfEmypefor ; but’ aglh,e é‘rrmdeYestal; kuew
nothing of the -existence of “this - letter- which, as
‘we.have seen hajs‘_s.ingu‘la\;lyﬂ{gupld s way to the

s of the Christian poutiff, - = = -
ha?ﬂ;eo muset\ explain bere “how Cecilia had de-

o lovers, During her stay in Aurelia’s house,
:ge Grand Vestal hfd.coneegved for the youog
Christian’s courage an admiratioo which soon
cbanged-into a sincere. aflection ; and when she
returned to the Atrivm Regium, she inststed upoa
“Cecilia’s “visiting her often. The latter con-
sented willingly, but waited uatil- ber marciage
with Olinthus should be celebrated before calling
on the priestess of Vesta. When she eotered
the Atriom Regium for Lhe first time she brought
with her a great joy.

The dnjgbefor’e Z messenges had brought her
a letter from Metellus Celer for Coruelia. The
latter bad not beard from the young man sInce
bis departure from Roxe; she did oot evee
know where he was coacealed. Hs letter con-
tained all these details, so full of interest for the
Grand Vestal, aod anpounced that be wou}d
write frequently o chare the cares of s soli-
tary hfe. . .

Cealia saw 1o this correspondence potbing
mere than the language of a grateful heart. Had
she thought otherwise;she would bave, doubtless,
refused to take charge of letters which awakened
hopes coudemned by the pious austerity of Chiris-
tian morals, and which were fraught with dzoger
when eotertaioed by a priestess of Vesta.

(To be Conlinued.)

THE LAND QUESTION OF TRELAND.
(FROM TIMRI EPECIAL COMMISSIONER.)

No, 15.
Wsxrorp, Sept. 25.

The road from Enniscorthy to Wexford rise8 from
the fertile valley of tbe Slaney over & successicn of
dry anod thia uplands, whence descending, it crosees
the river and reaches this ancient and historio town.
Wextord, I5ing oo the estuary of the 8laney, bere
spread ont in a vast sheat of sea, was oure a place of
very great importance, It was one of the firat bar-
bnees occupled by the Anglo-Norman copquerord of
Irelapd; during several centuries colonists from
Ecglaod made it a favonrite point for debarcation ;
ard it ia ssgeciated gadly- with the :nvasion of Orowm-
well, snd with the rebellion ot 1793. The town geems
at a very early period to have reached rearly its
exfatiog Iimits ; ita trade Is said to bave been con
siderable sa long ago ag the 16th century; sod
geveral qusint old dwellings attest the prosperity of
a past generatio of burghere. The gradual cloging
up, bawever, of 1he enirance to the port by e dan
grond bar, which probibits the approach of large
vessels, and the chapge in the centres of Boglish
commerce which has oceurred since the days of the
Tuadors, bave rajuced Wex‘ord from it former atate,
and it is now apparently s stationary town of narrow
streets and gquare-alated’ bonses, withont many
evidences of woslth or industry. 1 believe, bowever,
that the merchants of Wexford are thriviog aud
opulent a3 8 ¢lass; the shadowa of past grestmeis
bang over the place; and, to compare amall <hinga

ble severity of the pontifis threatened them anew,
and tbe suspicious raised agamst the Grand-
Vestal led them %o thiok, involuntarly, of the
dreadtul apd solemn expatizn of the Campus
Sceleratus. :

Theun, can any coaditton of life be happy,
which has not been freely cbosen? To appre-
ciate the sorrow which inevitably sezed the
Vestais after a few years passed in the temple,
we must study its action on one who bad long
suffered its pavgs. We sholl therefore seek the
Grand-Vestal whom we fiod conversing mith a
young woman to whom she 1s making the picture
of ber desolate life, and m whose affectiou and
sympathy she seeks comfort.

This youog woman, the reader bas already
surmised, waa Cecilia ; she was ever to be fotnd
assoviating herse!f to the suflerioge of those from
whom she received help ; she hastened wherever
there were tears to dry and sorrows to alleviate.

CHAPTER Xin,— CORNELIA’S ANXIETIES.

Cornelia, at thirty five years of age, was still
remarkable for ber imposing besuty, The secret
apguish that embittered ber hfe bad ot altered
the origioal eplendor ot ber features or the grace-
ful distinction of ber figure. The only mark
left by time or suffering was & pallor of com-
plexion which detracted nothing from ber beauty
Her large eyes, 10 which shone ber patrician
pnde, assumed at times a gentle expression which
contrasted strangely with her austere phystogno-
my.

Ocdinarily reseived, cold and sad, she could
become cheerful and sympathetic when a word
or a deed awakened the gentle and charmiog
virtues which slumbered 1n ber soul,

The Grand-Vestal belooged to the greatest
family of republican or imperial Rome ; to the
Coroelius family, whose numerous branches had
been illustrated, at all periods, by the highest
digpities and most celebrated names of Roman
history. The splendor of this race threw in the
shade the recent greatness of the inperial house
founded by Vespasian aod Titus. Cornelia’s
father was Cossus Cornelius Lentullus, who was
Nero’s colleague m the fatter’s fourth consulate,
[A. D. 60 ;] Cornelius Cossus, who was consul
with Aunius Agrippa in A. D. 25, was her uncle.

. These detads will not be unnecessary to ex-
plan the Grand-Vestal’s position towards Me-
tellus Celer, aud their tender and mutual attach.
ment, Gratitude for a great service rendered
had esteblished between them a friendly mter-
course from which bhad gradunally grown a more
passionate sentiment. The Grand-Vestal had
been led to Tove with all the warmth of a virgin
beart, the man she had saved from death, and
_-whose -gratitude expressed itself with glowng
eloquence. Ske was sustained by a secret hope:
. the:timie was-approsching when, relieved of ber
. vows, she might think of a marriage which wou'd,
.aecure her bappiness, " :
‘But, bad she tospired Metellus with the same
tender passion 7-would his devotion overcome
the rehigous-prejudices which looked upoa the
- vestals as preseiving their sacred character even
. after they tad been legally relieved of all their
-obligations? - ' Such- was the mystery which
-Cornélia bad not, yet been able to penetrate, for

with grest, it reminded me of Bristol, though yot
wiss the crescents and villas of Oliffon I wagatruck
by the almo3t complete absence of Celtic names ov
the front of the ghope; those most frequently seen
belong to the old Norman families settled bere by
Btroogbow ; snd the men of Wexlord boast to thie
day of being an Anglo-Normso colooy. The moat
remarkable event in the annala of the town is the
massacre, certainly of an atrocious character, said to
huve been perpetrated by the orders of Oromwell
The locsl traditions abont this deed of blood are s1ill
numerond and signifi*ant; and as thoe relatiag to
the “gioge in 1798” are nol remsrkable, though
comparstively recent, we may -jnfer that the ficat
scene of violence was s pecallarly fearful kind. I
conversed with a geatleman who well remembers 8n
sged prieac who 10 early childhood heard tales of
the massscre from ol inbabitants who had received
them from eye-witnesses—so few, aftar all, may be
the linka that ¢acuest the preseat with that memor
able period of enbjugation and sattlement in Treland,
Oue phrase of the Protéctor haa been handed down
83 beiua, in & epecial manner, borrible ; be is said to
bave commanded that evep the children of the Oa
tholica of Wexford shonld oot be spared, *¢ leat those
eggs might grow into lee.” This does not acoord
with the cbaracter of Qromwell, a great soldier #nd
ruler, though & fanatic; but he certsioly, on slmosat
the eame occasion, avowed & policy of similar im port,
and which bas equally proved fruitless. Ha wrote
in s letter still extant, to the commsndsnt of a fort
not far from Wexford, that where tbe ‘' power of the
Parlisment could be felt there should not be ejtber
mass or Popery” At this moment two Oathohie
charches of exqaisite beauty overlcok the harven
filled two cepturies ego by tbe Paritan fleet—an
sloguent memento of the unwiedom of foreicg upon
s 1eloctant people icstitations and usages unfitted to
them.

Having travelled over a grest part of Wexford, I
can give a general description of 1he county This
south-eagtera fragment of Ireland is marked off
clearly by nataral houndaries, which in ancient times
were likely to stamp it with a dis:inctive and indi-
vidual character. To the north and weat it is fenced

strongly by rapges of moantalns and the line of the,

Barrow ; to the Bouth and esst it is open to the seo,
and ita prozimity to Wales aud the somb of Eogland
brought 1t singalarly ander Eaglish infiaences in the
early age of settlement and conquest Thii region
wag probbly thoronghly Anglictzsd and freed from
the inroads of the aboriginal race du:ing the whole
of the feudal period of [relsud ; it was comparatively
at peace in the days of the Tadors; and though it
wag swept by the Oromwellian tempest, its social
organization and structuse &ers not broken up by
that vagt revolution The reault has besn. not only
that Wexfurd ia mote penetrated, perbaps, by Eaglish
elements than any other distriot in Irsland, but that,
not ag ia the case of the old Pa'e generally, these
have had scope for nataral development, and to affect
powerfully doring many generations the mould and
general form of eociety. It 13 impozsible not to eee
feam the laok of the piople that this {3 not the land
of the Celt. One part of the connty i3 occopied by n
colony to thiz day composed almost wholly of & dif-
foreat race ; and the comparative order that has pre-
vailed here during mavy eges has had the effect of
making the relations of life more kindly than uvsaaliy
13 the csge in Ireland, and of diffusing a spirit of in-
dependencs and content. As rvegards the external
foatures of Wextord, it ia a tract broken by lofty hills,
and often rising Into spaces of nplands, swellicg bere
and thers into itreguiar eminences, with valleys be

tween, enriched and watered by fine rivers and their
numerons affilnents, The aail of the hill country is
generally light and thia, and go I that of moal of
the lowlaada; but alung the lines of some of ths
gtreams breadths of meadow land and pssture are
found of great if not extraordiaary, fertility. If
pature, bowever, hag beea less bountifal iz this thaa
in other divisions of Ireland, tbe influsnce of man
hzg been more fellcitons, Taken altogether, the
agriculture of Wexford te of & good klcd ; the Jock

-Metellus Celer, while be turrounded her with

of the country is generally proaperous; ard 1 bavo

by-a'siogle !iqr'd_.gtha;seé‘:et:,'dtehts:she_ar!-a;;l-,aé.hff
tter.in—
d-by. him handed’

.come he means of .‘communication ‘between the

| seen, a8 yet, 20" counly, fn Irelsnd: in which comfort

Bppeard 10;0n wo Aitspd- Shropgh a1l the grades of
TAT. L Tod ioade bf, dovianly bodual Feste
‘sdoried withtbealgas of luduey /64 wedlih, el
oltén admirably ‘appolnted farmgteads'j and- though

-rows of mnd cabins-are sometimes Gedn; the houses

and dwellivgs of ‘the poofer classes are 'not seldom
.singu\arly'-.geix and; trim. - Compared.: to Meath,
which in many reapeots forms s very remarkable
standsrd of comparison, Wexford is & dacidedly pro-
gressive county. The liva stock of Wexford/ like
that of Meath, jocreased at the rate ‘of sbout 50 per
cent. between 1841 and 1861 ; but, while the agri.
sultiralares of Meath, from 1855 to 1868, diminiahed
at tbe rate of 18 per cent., that of Wexford diminisbed
at the ra‘e of 3 per cent. only It deserves peculiar
notice that -this striking difference coipcidea with
two diferent types of busbendey. Oa the area of
576,000 ecres, Neath bas 2,443 farma ra‘ed at the
ealne of 500, and upwarde; whereas, on the area of
571,000 acres, Wexford has only 1,296 farms of thie
giza and ia generally & county of tasher amall hold-
ivge. . : o

The condition of aociety in Wexford msy be pro-
sounced to be oo the whole, prosperous, exceediogly,
90 if we contrast 1t with the condition of aome_other
parts of Ireland. Not, of coures, that thers 1 ol
much prverty—it is, unfortunately, a trutb too coo.
firmed by experience that the poor mast be always
in the land—but that ia the order and relatioats of
life you do not often meet with thoee steep differencea
of comfort, character, and even tone of thought
which in mapy places are so matked and grievous
The wages of 1ke agricaitaral labourer vary from 63,
to 101, & week; they are tolerably canstsqt.thmugh
the year, and, as he eojnys considerable vrivileges of
lodg'ng »nd firleg on rome eetates, be is nsually ina
reasonably good position The rent of land-is ex-
ceedingly variable, on socouat of the varied patore
of the soil ; and it is noticeabls that it has ndvanced
comparativelv little dariog the long lapse of nearly
acentury. In the days of Arthur Yourg it bad
reacted 35¢. an Irish nore for the best soils, about
53. or 83 being paid tor the worst; at tbe time of
the Davon Oommission it stood at about 53. and 103.;
and, with the cxception of » few favoared spots, it
bas not risen much since 1844. The cause of this
re'atively slow advance ia, probably, that three
generations ago Wexford was in 8 much more eettled
21ate 1han most of the othet contties of Ireland which
bavs sioce grown more rapidly in wealth, and that it
tad then a commard of good markets almost closed
to the interfor of the coanmtry. Tsaken sltogether,
and having regard to the quality of the land, I think
that the rate of rent in Wezford 13 oa a high aver.
age ; but thongh { beard some complainta of rack
rents, thls was not anywhers 8 general grievance.
The ! :nded aystem of thia county, although resem-
bliog fn some respec’s that of other countiea visited
by me, bas, nevertheless, what i3 good a0 prominent,
and what is bad g0 little in sighbt. that it may be ssid
to work tolerably well though tbeoretically far from
perfect. The line between the owner aad occopier
of the goll is nearly that between Protestant and Oa-
tholio, but resident landlords asre very mumerous ;
they sre, speaking gonerally. fair in their dealiogs,
and the relations between them and their teoants
are, for the most ‘part, of & kindly character. On
many eatates geacious customa exist, slmost uskoowa
in other coanties, that koit togeiber the-frame of
gociety more thoroughly than mere legislation can—
what ia a ligatore compared to & muncle ?—and the
interconras of superior and dependent is often libe-
ral, equltable, and hooourable. As the nataoral re-
sult of this etate of things, thare is practicaily less
insecarity of tenure in this county than in msny
others, Lessebolds are siil] comparatively freqaent;
and I et numerous instances of what at ooe time,
wag 8 tenure very common in Ireland —Isages for
three lives or 31 years. On the Whole, the elements
o! socisty iz Wexiord are more bappily blended than
I fonnd them to be in any district I have yet seen.
The relative position of landlerd aod- tebant ia lar-
gely adoroed by mutes! good will, and the reexlts are
vistbla in general progress, in sigos of content that
canoot be mistak n, in & remarkable lock of inde.
pendence snd 8elf relianse among the hombler
claazes.

The oauges of this comparative felicily 1 eaunot
doubt re thas sotiety in Wexford is founded npon a
colony which took root in 'he land at & very romote
period, and, safé from war sod dizcords of raca grew
up naturslly, and formed itself grsdually 10to a well
compzcted and setilad community. Thigis the dis-
-inctive d'f:ren¢e between this county and otber
Aonglicized portions of Irelsnd ; bere order had sn
opportunity of development; io these the fair chavce
wag never foand ; and, though Oromwell conficated
a part of Wexford, hig eettlement did npot geestly
distorb a condition of things that bad become estab.
lished. At all times landlords snd tenants in Wex-
fo:d have, comparatirvely spesking, ¥ pulled well to-
gethar,” of course putting exceptions mside; and it
deserves notice that not & few geatlemen of large
satate and anclent descent threw in their 1ot with
that of their dependents ia the unhappy rebellion of
1798. Yat it must oot be supposed that everything
in Wexford is to be painted in 8 rozeate bue, and
that thers ia no land qoestion even in this c>unty.
{ bave hesrd of some painful cases of evis iing, and
have read lamentabie deseriptions of them; but e [
Lave not got to the bottom of facte, distorted evideat-
ly by pssgionate atatements, [ ahall make no further
allnsions to them. I this county, with many excep-
rinas. all that bas been done to improve the goil—
and what bas been doae is very praigewcr hy-—has
been the work ot the occupying tenantry; and tha:
at imuense mass of rights of property, in the moat
atrict and legitimate sense, i3 protected merely by
locsl usage, very strong indeed, but without legal
sanction. Though leasebolds, too, are not uncom-
mon in Wexford, and tenures are really tolerably
gecare, the number ¢f tenancies at will ia too great
sod, [ am sorry to say, i3 on the increase. My in
formation, and I have collected It from numerons
sources, not without care, does not bear ount Lord
Courtown's asgertion, that no Wexford lsndlord bas
witbheld {eases from his tenantry for the sake of pol
itical influence. A gentlemsn with peecnliar local
experieace hag told me that, though such ivatances
are rare, gome Wexfo:d Jandlords who taks an ac-
tiva part in elections at least do not give lenses;
and, a8 might bava been expected, Oonservative land-
lord3 are mara conspicuoas in tkis {endency than
those of Liberal and pop=lar principles, Lord Oour-
towan, havicg pablicly directed attention 1o his mode
of managiog his estates, [ have paid particuiar atten
tion to the subject, snd ['am Eappy to report tkat by
reputafion be ig an honourable #nd kind-hearted man,
and that bid property ha3 m prosperons appearance.
Nevertheless, he bat ‘“seldom” grants leases; snd
thoagh he believae, of coaras, that his * political in-
flnencs” has nothing to do with this inseentity of
tenute, I have been led to an opposite conclnsion.
Lord Couctowr, mereover, it ‘Wwild sppear, adopts
mesane for 8szuring aympsthy in religion between his
tecants ond himself which a degenerate age will bard- |
ly applaud. [ write with an advertisement before
me, in which Lord Couartown’s recognizad agent an-
nounces that a farm neaz Gorey will be let, “on
which & dwelling-bonse and offices will ba erocted for
a eolvent Profesion! tenant;”’ and [ am informed
t1at the offar of & Qatbolic candidate of an unexcep.
tionable kind wag politely rejected, . All thia [ dare.
aay &an b satisfagtorily explained ; bat this ‘mode
of assuring * orie 1aw and one faith” on an estate in
a vory Osatholic'county is too berois for tbese evil
dsys. I bave no doubt it would ‘delight the ehade

| of  Loré Oourtown’s Oromwelllap ancestor, who

lighted upon a_rich forfeiture lu the times when
% traneplanting Papiots to Connaught, to clear the
beritage of the elect,” was the fashioz ; but-it seeme’
rather abaolute to a generation which, I trust, looks
bsyond the strife of oreeds to a precept simple, grand
and divine~* Thiz commandment I leave you, to
love one another.” ' '

Being at Wexford I paid a vislt, az o matter of

|'Strongbow-were aetiled
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shoriginal'race baviog beed extrnded. Thd colonists

planted-themeg:vée in the land; ‘and fenced by the |
gea and ‘a vangs of hills, became a ssparate” and - pe~:
_onliar people that haa never lost ite distinciive chare

acter. They flourished under thelr feudal lords,
snd, united to them by tha$ sirong tie which binds:
all fellow=colonista together, they formed a eturdy

‘aud prosperous community, moulded on & fortunste

type of society. - Cromwellian eettlers entered on
part of theic landa; but \he conguerors were not
sble to chapge the fixed naages of the little common
wesalth. and in a short time they conformed to them.
So the 17th centary passed away, and Artbar Young,
when he saw them in the 18:h, dwelt with entbu-
siasm on their " superior industry ”-on their ¢ beiter
tiviog” snd ¢ habitstions,” od their ¢ Saxon laa-
goage," o their ‘“quiet” and happiness. 1 travalied
throngh the baronies for milea. and was really de
lighied with what [ saw. Thia cemmunity, after the
lapea of centaries, retains clearly its irdividan! mark
it {3 & coloay oc tle verge of thy land of & npatiou.
The race has reguiarly intermarried witbin iteelf;
Avglo Norman and Flrmish names abound ; the mn
ard women have no Celtic features; their dialeot I
should call an English palois. But what js most re-
markable in thia interestivg district is the charaster
of ita hueb.ndry and gocial life. The land is geve-
rally rather thin aad cold, though therais abundance
of sea-weed for maoure ; but the agrieulture iz with
rar@ exceptiocs admirable, end it has a look of neat-
ness and care that [ have oot met in otber parts of
[relaod The farms are for the most part small, from
40 o: 50 to 10 rcres ; but, as a class the kolders are
exgeedingly prosperons, and many of them have con-
gidersble guma of money, The appearance of tbe
dwellings is very strikiog; beve and there you see
excellent glated houges, but the moat common h1bita-
tiona are aacieat homesteads, thatehed with equisite-
ly finished roofs of straw, and brillisant with repeated
layers of wnitewash 1 en-ered 1vany of these
pleasant bomes, and was charmed with the degrees
of comfort evident, with the old olocks, the tidy far-
niture, the quantities of liner, the prevailing cleanli-
2es8. [ nerer 8aw anytbing like tke whole district.
I imagine it may have bad 1ts counterpsrt in some
oountieg in Egglnud in the last century, before ths
growth of capital and mapafactures b:oke up the
eystem of gmall farme,

Whoat are the caunses of this prosperity, of this frag-
mexnt of & bappy form of life, let {nto tha unlovely
frame of aociety in Ireland? These people are, with
barcly en excep:ion, Catholics ; 82 the . ffansive
theory is at faalt that resolves all the ills of Lreland
into *“ Popery ® 1 do not undervalne the influence
of race ; yet partg of Meath, whers, as & rule, the
peagantry are miserably poor, may not be less Angli-
cized that theaw barounjes The farmers jn Bargy and
Fprth_en;uy sacarity of tenure 10 & great exteal, and
bive in pumerons inatances leases; yet I am not I
Lore, go shallow as to think that this circumstance
fully solves the problem. The parsmount canee, 1
cannot doubs, i3 that, in this inatapce, as so seldom
bas been the case in other parts of thia conatry, the
nataral progress of the commanity has pever been
rudely checked or thrown back by ages of ‘ends aod
evil dicord. Ia thit {nstance, a3 has been beanti~
Iolly written, * Society which springs from the soil,
and forms iteelf by the tillage of 1and, training its
people to thrift and industry, ripening by centuries
of time, and bindiog all ordera and inequalities of
rich and plor, maater and servant, together in. mu
tual dependance, mutus) justice, and mutual charity,
makiog even the idle to be thrifty and the powerfal
to- be compassionate—this growih of human bappi-
tess and order has become symmetricil and msture”
by a geries of nccidents in the district, Loog may
the litt'e commonwealth flourfab, long may it be be-
fore the haud ot time brings cbange on these peacse
fal aod bappy bomes, and when it does may it gra-
dually evolve some higher and better.form of exis-
wence ! Unbappily this fair davelopment of humaaity
fa too rarely to be fouud in Ireland, aud this lsads
we to make » single rematk with reference to the
Irish Land Question that no donbt bae ocearrad toa
thooghtfol re«der, Iam one of those who srs con-
vinged that, withaut any orgsnic change, withont
any saock to the rights of property, ay, by an en-
larged appreciation cf them, it ia possible to amend
"the landed syetem :f [reland go a8 to bring it in har
wmony with fact and tight, and to ivaugurate for it a
batier futare. Bat let us not imagine that human
legislation can accomplish resnlta beyond its power,
oan 3uddenly trapsform the coustry into a region
that wears the look of industry and wealth oconspi-
cuous io thig most interesting district. Society ic
Trelsnd baa not had the chanvs of expanding intn
thess fair proportions ; its natural growth has ween
violently digturbed ; and yon wight as well expect
by an Act of Purliament to cure rapidly the varied
m[uchlefs that flow unhappily from this state of
things ag to restore by the spell of a quack medi-
cine a digeaged aripple to the full strength of man-
hood. Lst usdo what wa can, and nat hops for
wonders.
. Agrariwnism has loog been mnknown fn this
connty, and Feniavlem took no root in it. There
fa, hoyevar, gome agitation for ¢ fxity of tenure”
wnd o Biate-gettled cast; and “ tenmatright” s
demanded by a certain number of perssns, some of
emlnent position and rank The feeling, neverthe
lesy, for change i3 as nothing compared to what ir
ia in less peacefal and well-ordered districts ; there
is ag _genera} actipathy to the law, no secee of
pervading discontent, the more dangerona be-
cause vague; no complaints of widaapread wrong
and oppression. I conversed with farmers of all
gra:des, anq many of them declared themselves well
satisfisd with the exist’ng order of things around
them, or eail that ¢ fajr leases were all that was
wanted.” The fact is that 12 this county tbe landed
classes a8 & general rule are united by the sense of
mutual esteem ; the landlords respect the rights of
the tenants, and the tenants resnect the righ's of the
landlords, with faw exceptions on either side; the
usages of the country are vary seldom violated ; and
the tenantry, conecious of comparative mecurity in
the majority of instances, d» no! yleld to extravagant
or revolutionary idess. TYet thls couniy, now eo
contented and tranquil, was the scene of aome of the
worgt atcocities jn 1793 and the question occars to
a thoughtfx! mind, what has boen the caugs of thia
morsl trangformation in the brief space of two gene-
rationg ? Strange a3 it may seem, [ believe that
phenomens, apparontly of the most different kind,
may be traced uitimately to the same circumstances,
the pecaliar character of the pacple of Wexford, and
the tendenciss gradually formed nmoog them. A
race, made of rather gtern atuff, peoud, isdependent,
gnd 'mle:aely Oatbolie, would natnrally resent the
insaits offered - to Its faith in the times of the Pentl
Oode, and would not submit tamely to the excesses
of liceace, of outrage, asd of abuse of austhority in-
dulgad in by the ‘loyalist” faction of Wexford in
1798. The same race, o a happier age, and under
8 bettor condition of ttings, would instinatively

follow the habits of industry, of salf-reliance, and of |-
gelf-respect which have been ila fortunate heritsge |.

from the past ;, would viadleata for itgelf, by, praceful

meand, its.nataral rights in the rel.tions of property, | -

woild by ite own firmuess place sociat '
paratively jost and sound bugis.. 18y on. R oom;
i i

| IRISE LAND AND ITS OWNERS.
(From' the Tublet.)

As n bushel of wheat'in s king’i o 9 8 mu'-
titude of nounaellors when the'gulfy’lel't'l'%:;;: :-
such at least was the opinlon of the learned soribe
wlo attempted to supplement the.wige man’s pro-
verbd. Apd, In good truth, if doliielana feel It
their duty to read all the pamphlets and leadlog ar-
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'if We epdeavorin our humble i
.semblasoe of solentific amn;;;x};:l: lin::{ e
;I:&,‘é:l‘lloh :il;ideda itgelf o natara
oranches— the land of Ireland and its owneig

; 'I::.no fret place, then, . the: land i‘.!el?i?‘hh"d
ln o we:q]-nsfes—land under caltiration, angd wed
and. Begiuning with the latter, aa nut'on;"m
simplest in It conditions but alsn ag bithe 7 ibs
least noticed by general writers, ws § d ::gl;t:

opiaions as 1o fts extent and its capabj e
a careful jhspection of ! some of thl: rl;::ltlli:::'a After
o_( ibe nortb, the midlapd. and the selth-eagt, IStriotg
tions of the ialand, togetker with soms of 1h::li|ﬁ::;
g a1 intellige o
Willlam ¥cCombis of Absrdeea, atnﬁ:sn:hﬁiot';hmn'
8pecty improvable waite land, and paatl;ra ?s -
d_(through drainsge) suitable for !H!MdB
these might, to some extent, supp'y oatlets f, -y
surpina agricaltnral population’ But Mr, Fi?r ‘he
bon, ac Irish land-owner and & master ig Chn:glb'
who bas control over seme four huadrag est‘mr
comprising sbont 20,000 tenants, and wWhage ‘o
petience mast be incomparably greater thx;;: ib t"-
any touris, fermsa much larger esu‘mnle--'a of
many millions,’ gays this author, ¢gof im;.ne\ ou,
people the wnate Isnis of Ireland wigtt be mac‘imu5
guppost in comfort aud plenty, bas never barp e to
puted ; but nothiog is more certain than that wcl:)m.
bundreds now atsrve in querulons aloth and tag fre
rags, thousands might live in tostented har seed
by rural and coogenial industry, 1a cheerfy) dApmm
open ﬁaldg msde fruitfal by wholegoms jabor i“nd
mildeat climate upon earth.) Otber authoriliéan e
-~ 48 & molerite thongh of conrse noly app'oxium
eslimite  that the waste lands of Ireland wmta
suffice, if reclsimed avd cultivated, ,to 8up mc_:u!d
coqurt std plenty more than twice the ptesg I:t o
pu’;uo: of the whole 13land, ot por
¢ thia roint a ganguine reader ma 18pos
to exclaingn that the questioc is st onge ::!?:;pfhad
ibe one side he sees a multitade ready to labn’r ;m
food aod shelter, on the other a surply of 'ang reudcr
to aupp'y even more than they desire, and tha wh 1’
under s Goveroment able apd most willing to aﬂ‘og
all necspsury aid; be wil) argus that all thege waort
tracts of conutry Lave from time immemoris) yields 3
no revenue whatever to the landlords, ang meg
nothing can therefore ba easier or more aimpls Ib:
to arrange a compansation in esch case for guch rcn
fitless ownerabip, snd to place the langd whichph ]
oo coltivatora at the dispnasl of the men whoge ou;s
misery is want of land, Unfortunately the affair {
much more _ccmplicated than our saDguine remhsa
jmagioes ; firat of all, there Is the old tyrant cuatonl;
~the power which 83 often renders even gt;od lawg
of no effect, and which, In thé ease before ug leads
s landlord to expect that some dsy or other families
will settle upon his waate Jand and make it froitful
snd, in time to come, will pay him rent; next and
perbaps, of more serions izaportance is the state of
boadigein which landiorda generally are tied down
by ‘rust-deeds and settlements. This last.zamed
point is often put forward as the one great fons mgl-
orum, and it certainly requires more attentive cousi
deration epd more e¢factual remedies than it hag
hitberto obtained from the Legislature. Wheg the
owner of an eatate ia himsslt only a tenant for life
be cannot [without soms special Act of Parliamemj
bind his'.successor to maintaia the cosditions on
whn:-,h he hag graated to tenants the ugs of portions
of his lacd ; hecce, If he bas led gettlera to clear nz-
cultivated groand and to raire dwsllirgs thereop
and to tarn the wildernesa iata & feuitful feld npnn'
the etrength of a promise that they shall pay s merely
nom!n_sl tent, ns death will get his heir [or his beirs
creditors] at liberty to disregard that promise, and
10 exact the utiermost value of the improved land;
or, worae gtill, to coafiscate the newly-created pm'.
perty by an eviction. Tbe Act of 1860 was ine
tgnded to remove this abomiasble evil. The prin.
ciple of that Act was putfect, but it2 details stuliified
118 principle ;—in theory it established the gragd
rale that no settlement or traat shall be allowed tp
atand in the way of tte proper leasing of landed
property; in detail it provided that in the csse of
improvement leases—~the only case whioh o:n apply
to reclaiming waste land—uno euch leass shall be
geanted for & looger term than forty-one years, or
without the sanction of the Irish Couaty Qoutt
Jadge, Tl_:us, in tas way of practicsl reaults, the
noble_ basis of thiz Act is reduced to a provision
that, if ths life landlord will awallow 1he bitter
humilistion of aspplying to the Cousty Qoart for
permission to grant o tew acres of bog, and if the
tenant i3 able and wiiling to pay considerable legal
expenses, a valid leuse w1y be obtained—ia spite
of all previous gettlements and trusta - for a term of
yeata which will be insufficient to repay the tecant
for his outlay. _W_e were therefore quile prep.rad
for the regulta given, la Dr Neilson Hancock's io-
valuable Reports, as \ha working of this same Aotot
1860. The Qouanty Court provision brought thess
traogactions within the yphers of judictal satistics,
and by these documents it is shown th1t, in tweaty-
four coanties in Ireland from whick complete returas
were received, there wag only one improvement lesge
sanotioned in the year 18¢3, and only one again fo
ihe yesr 1864. The game Aot limited the durstion
of agricnltaral leases, nnder similar circamstances of
hmlted'ownerabip, to twenty-one years; but tie ex-
amfna.tlon of these leages and their results dozs not
fell within this firat section of our attemp:ed clagsi-
fication of the subject.

The rew Chapter which iz added to (he secosd
edition of ‘ [reland in 1868' has for ita beading the
aphorism that property bag ite daties a3 well a3 its
righta; and the learned anthor refers to jhia elo-
meantary principle as bavicg been a startiiog novelty,
when prociaimed by tte late Mr. Drummond in 1833,
Loog years before 1838 a French writer bad ventured
upon the atill stronger assertion—qu'il 'y a point de
droils sans devoirs - thst no rights exigt witbont co-
relative dutiss. What obligations are incumbent 0B
the man who pocsesses a alefinite or indefinite pum-
ber of Bank of England notes, is 8 question rather
for the theologian than for the politician; tbe for«
tunate possesser may, as the law teaches us, either
born bts nates and so enrich the Bank of Esgland,
or convert: tham into gold and fliog bis gold into $ho
208, 80 &8 to earich no oné ; but if, ingtead of thol:
sands of peraonal securities, ha possess thousands of
acres of land, he clearly owes a daty to the Jtate
which protacis him in that ownership. Many writers
urge that thig duty necessarily implies the cultivation
of the goil and that, in cases whers lands have beed
allowed needlessly to lis waate for long periods, tb8
State is az miuch bound te interfere fn order to pro=
-vide fortheir baiog reclaimed as it is buond to oo-
force a provision of necessary. roaca. However this
:may:be, we crave permission.to ho!d that a step 10
meade in the right direction by eatting spert weste
lands snd their owners as a distinet sectiop, requir-
ing distioct and gnecisl trestment, in the disoussion
of the Irish Land’ Question,. - '
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IRISH INTELLIGENCE,

‘The Right Rev. Dr. M'Qattigan, Bishop of Rapboe,
bse gona to Rome, to'assist at the Keamenjoal Coun-
eit.  During hiz stey in the Bterpal City it is very
probable;he: willi receive the *pailinm' on the nooasiod
of his elevation to the Primacy of Armagh, for which

he hag been elected dignissimua, Witk a vast majority
of votes, and_ which high popitinn he fa 80 well cal-
cnlated 16 6ll with dignity and bonor.  Of conrae it
ia rather premature to form Ao opinfon aa to .who
may b kie successor io the ancient See of Bt. Eroan.

In the meantime, the Venerable Dean of the dioces®
is appointed the Admianistrator,



