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"My alear oallap, wiiat on earth le it e
that prevents you fromn gaing botdly w
up ta the, the girl, grebbing lier banda
anti ainging out, 'NeliY, 1 lave You; ~
will Yeui love ma?'"

LNitly Coltingliam, starati et bis

friand fer ,same Moments, thon, tek-
mng out hLs haeftkrchief, wipet isu
t-orehead.

"Wh.at's ta hinder Yau from, doing t

thatVI" rèeýeated Jak Anstey. "It Il

"olbéa aya-s " As ianging; is that the word you're l1
lu searci off' suggested the. other. r
-JW ite, noat the, word, it aliaulId ha b

ths word, for it exactiy applies to ry a
case. t4veryoa, inows that the actuelc
eperation ai heuging doeen't taie Il
very long, but the wali frorn the ' con-
demfled oeil ta the l'adder muet aeem
hait ronuti thé globe. 1 lielieve thet c
I'm con.titutioniahy incapable ai fac- i
ing that girl ini cola blaod andi <ingjs
img out point blenk-well, wiiat youe
Say I sold sing out. 1 shoultie
inowl l'y, trieti it every day during
the pat wei. What oppartunitiese
I'va hatil Man elive! chaps have com-
plaîneti ta mue that thay neyer lied a
chance ai saying a doxen words ta the
girls wham thay wanted ta rnarry.
Weil, they weren't lii, me-that's ail
I'va sot ta Say. I oan't Canpleili ai
Loing without chances. Why, ta-day
alona 1 was with bier long enougli ta
diseuse the mnost interminable ques-
tion, andi yet natlltng carne ai it,

worse muci!"
"Weil, yom oan't bletti. lier, et any

rate," seid Major Aüsteiy. "Si, tue
gives you yuur chance, If yau onty
muàter up courage enougli to, catI ber
'Nelly' &"e'Il jump et you.."

"At, met un me., je laean."1
*INot eïbe. mon are too scarce. Chapu

lu»i yau ara the mearoot et ail. 'Thle
v. c.'s are the acarceat df the boaxes.
Have y'o¶.x ever told ber b;aw ven got
the. V.0., by the way"

"Iie neyer aàketi me; elle'* the oniy
girl I tirer met Wio dldn't. I believe
that'a bow 1 Liret camxe te thini ai
ber. Som of 'them, ai me twice
oier. They forget, .yeu knaw, liaI
they titi il before, and they tui that
1 lik. braugtng about it. They lit-
xi. kncsw tii. agtny.-oh, 1 wl.sh ta
gooduea. ld let yolz lie, among the.
wreoi 99 y'ar 99"s, J&Ck. What en
earthl pctuefflad me te poll arounti the
truop bemvsxe fyos liappened to Le
inocked townl I gan't imagine. Oh,
hiere cernes the generet. W. may
glve up *11 ides at having a moment
ta ouraetve."

It was prettyi plait tai thre mejarity
cd tii, peopile ýwîba were, staying et
Cranstoun Tfowors thnt Ceptaîn Col-
ilr heam had oniiy ta tell Neliy Bar-.

wlthat Wi waa auxioua te merry ber
te recelive the bearty acquieaacence af
thet yoneng wamftn ln his proposai.
Everione coisld ses tiat he W55 ini love
witb Nehly, anti everyane culai see,
moreever, tunt Xelly sew it. She
showta nu réluctance ta gi va hlm four
or live danos a£ an evanng, sai ehe
gabwttad witbmsut a word ai Pr'otest
t* ba taugbt aI that h. knewý on
tic s#lxjeet of berses.

?OceMe said thst Neliy Berwoll wau

very lucky yaung woman, anti aie
as not disposed ta dîeagree witb c]
eam. It was, boaver, only wvlin nl
le bati met Oliver Cahlinghern that L
he f ally appraciateti how iucky she
ad been in reiuming te rnarry theN
tiret mon who had given ber a chance I
1 doin.g so during tlie praviaus eigb- a
oeil menthe. t.
Parhaps It was liearing how ah, lied B
'on a reputatian for fastidiotisnesa y
bat attracted Oliver to ber; and forC
ha sarne cause bis aWfl natural sby-n
ese bad beén s0 increaseti as te Maire
nm alirink froin telling brta i

oved ber. Ha iwas naturally af a c
etiring tempeainamnt, thaougi, his b
ebavior during the interviews hea s
.ad with the, Afghans was not ail the
xact type that tended t o impress thisc
,haracteristic of has upon them. H. e
adi u.ntioubtedly bis forward Mam-
nt.s, as Lis friand Major Anstey had
aid.
liowavar this mey hava been, Lha ie

extalnly no forward Moments wben
nl the, presance ai Nelly Bariwell; andi
,orne yaung womn began ta ex-
bang. viéws on tuas very aubjeùt-s
ha men never went fartber than to
zchenge winks aind notis when it was
tiludeti ta. The young womiefl wonder,
id bow a mani who coulai senti bis
iorse flying into tirs midst af an
Afghan errny and induce the men of
his troopý ta foilow hlm, coulai failt tu
muster up sô arnali an arnount of con-
fidence as was necessary ta catch a
gir1'a hiand and. tell lier that lie ioved,
liar andi tua itact shows liow tittia
tbey knaw of men.

Nelly Barweill howe$'êr, knew soe-
thilig af men-hati as nat refused ta
ierry threa of thern?-and il d'id not
seeni ta troubla lier graatly t bat,
when lier ho-stesa, Lady Cranatoun,
whiipered ta bier aiter an evening
spent by thé aida of Captain Colling-
lian, "Arn I ta conlgratulete you,
mny dean'" ah, coulai only repiy:

"Certainly I amn ta b, congratulateti
un baing the gulest of the, rost de-.
liglittul oi woprgetx In the. Most de-
ligbtfai oi houae.."

,Lady Crenaton a.haok herý heed
gravely. She wss toc 9Goat a hosteau
ta lis a matalimaker, but tao #uod aà
woman ta be eble ta refain tram
matcbflikiiig. She feît that Nefly
wes Leing bedly treatted; but elh, aise
knew that it, was in lier power ta
convince Captait Coliingham thA le
had onty ta liave flys ininutes-flay,
tbret rin1Ute'ý-she la hemkrd ai n
rnan's proposing ta a girf It'a three
minutes-af courage to malté hlm the
happiemt C i en. No, it waa
very provokiflg, ta lie eura,
bu t t'O Interfere witb a view
af prepitatIng a proposai would Lie
indiscreet ta the verge af madess.

Thre teirt day Collingham came
acrasa bis friand Anstey on the way
ta thre stables.

"X'rn gaing ta do it to-day," lib said.
in a resolute tonse, "I've heen tbink-
ing over what you eaid, yesterday,
Jack, and l've made upj mny rnin that
I'y. been a bowling fool. Wliy, man
alive, sWho can't do mors than send mie
about mY business,"* and lie laugiied
with greet uneasiness.

Jack Ansltey slepped himpx an the
beck.

"Itebp up youi' heart, mrin," hae
cried. "Don't yo'u ier that "nhp'll
send Yeu about Your busltxets. 1 know
girl"q, andi when I se. a certin baik
in théir eyes when & partieuier 'mec
ïg near tli&n I know thàt helq ail
niglit."

"And you're mirê, thâtsh-!wh
1 coulà be Furp, Jark", sait Cailing-f
hem, douhbtfully-rather more than

Nôlly and N1y.
oiubtfully. "How on earth have 1 a
glit te huo when three othet' chapg
s itod ". 1 am-ýtwo of Lhexi a deal
tt.er-were fàImg iy herl"
"My dear ld Noily, you're on a

rong tracli altogather,' said Jacki.
A girl likei Mise Barweil wiii take a
hap becaust she happons tu love him,
at because he, bas a_ titie like Jimmy
adbury"-Lord Ludbury was tihe
arn. of une of the men refusedl by
elly the previoil5 year-"nýor hecause
e appena ta have twenty thousand
year, lilce Algy Chorn",-the name of

hoe second Man in the list of Miss
arwell's refusais. "*ShahI jump at
ou because you happen te have
auglit bier fancy, atrange thougb it
iay aippear.
"Nu, no; sile'll nlot just jurap ai. me,"

aid Ceilingham. "'flie Most that 1
an Lope for is that shal Lie sa taken
y surprise alla may accept me bei ore
lie karows what eh.e le abgut."

"Well, you've disappointed ber so
ften shle may be a bit surprised at
our com.iug to the point et at,"
emarked Major Anstey, witb an af-
ectation of thie most cordial aoquie.
eence.

'Anyhow l'tu guing ta do it to.-day;
Ive nmade upi my mind to thiat,". said
lis friand, ,traightening his collar
vith thée air of a determined man.

"«Let me taie yoiur temperatuLre,
uggested Anatey. "Whiat'a the.exider
ef tuie dayt"

"«Nelly, ix inad on fishing, and Wini-
fred bas aakad gn ta drive bothl of
them ta the Pluri after lunch. l'in ta
carry the landing net.,*

"Oh, that's ail right; if Lady Cran-
stotin stands over yon, 1 do believe
that you wil1 propose after ail."

"I'm afraid that slb.ll gel away and
leave us." There was actuaily what
singing-aaasters oeil a tremolo In li
voice.

"*Not sue," cried k*nsteY, entoaag-
ingiy,, as hol oontinued his walk tO the
stables. "Not ahe. She'ii stand by
ber yeunq protegee and ses fair play,
Shahl taka the, edge off ber young pro-
tegee's surprise."

Biut it so happened that Nolly Col-
iingliaw's surmise was justified by
the conduo<. of his cousin, Lady Cran-
steun. For Lefort abe hâd been f iahing
by the sida af Nolly Barwi for more
thail tw.flty inautt ou the banks
et the, Iturexquse atrelam kusoWa et
the Puri, Éte gal>. asn ôtola.iatibil
that almost justified OllVer'S ballet
that mhe lied a bite.

"tG*od CraclouýsI" Ahe tried. -Haw
coula I bxlve heen sa idiotic? The. coin-
mitte, meeting of the Soup and lan-
ket Guiid takes place at four o'clork
and her. am)I! nearly a mile away at
fivé Min-Utes to tour. I must drive
back imamedlately.,*

",Oh! what a pityl' , aia xeliy
"Neyer mind. A cammittee méÊetngi
csf thse Cuild will be a neWr experiencE
for me. Captain Collingham may takt
bath roua and wa'l) drive back foi
hlm.",

"Nothing af the. sort," said Lad]
Craftetoein; "t'y, no jasa of spoilinl
yollr riprt. Nolt7 won't mifd takin1
charge of You for the, hour or e4
that V'II Lb.sent, be'li show yeu hov
to get ta the hast parts of the. atreaml
Won't Yeu, Nollyp"

"l'Il do May hbut,*, muid he.
"Oh, it wosId be jo gaod of YOGJ

Captain Coihingham,' i!aid the girl
with no fooli-h flutter in her voici
«"Yô,u'li taes Wiifred's rad, will yaî
noat"

'I4ere it la," said Lady Cranstour
I hope that when 1 retura 1 shftl

hen ,r thit You have landed a prixe. Nol

Syhe gtinto the juhaston and drov
a~'t, aayngthe pair very industrianE

IV whippinu th« streêtn.
DxrIng the. next Quarter of an hou

thIey, Ma vaïyig siléés. Miss Bl
Weil sucaeaed in landlng tw> Bina:
trOut, uslag a $fl1 et hier owai, but bo

oa ie managea ta et fi#e witâ
"1thniiy fiy is too brigbt for thie

Puri,", said @he, as ho work.d bis way
up to ber.

"l'y, a spare grey. Let me tLe it
on for y ou." fiaid ha.

«Il do tui l'il let you as yau've
been ind encugb ta suggest It." sald
she. "I'rn a buit tired, and it wiil be
a rest for me."

She seated berself on the. bank and
hle got beside bier. But hie f umbléd se
among the tEeBs of blis book that he ras
a huok into bis thumb-fortunataly
not past thea larb, but quitE deep au-
ougb ta produce a copious streaini
bloûid

âbo gave a cry of distress.
"Oh. l'in s0 sorry 1" she said. "Let

me bind It irp for Yeu."'
It was my own ctumainess," said ha,

sbaking off the ruby draps. and wind-
ing his handkerchief round the. wound-
ed tbumb.

"You are binding it up moat clumn-
sily," said ahli. "Do let mit bind it
up propari>. l'va à bit of fine gut
tbat wili ho the very thing."

Bie allowed hunisahi ta Le persuaded,
and lie knelt bifore her while elhe deit-
ly discbarged the dutles of a, surgeon.
Ber littis f ingers crept rouxnd bis
largar onlea with the tender touches
of a tenadril. Their heeds ,were very

c,,oAe togatiier. sa th-at hie could hear
tire fa-ýî, 'i'1lte s'-'înd of ber breatb-
ing.

,Be feit thiat hua heur ha' corne. Af-
ter two or. tbree faIs. starta
aged te say:

"'Yeu Matid you were sorry. Miss Bar-

"And do you doulit my aincerity Il'
slle aeked. "01 course 1 was sorry , you
did it fotr me, you must remember."

"Dia whist for you t" he asked.
"*Spiit yo'ur blood."1 she repic.

"Don't wcuhble your h*ad about like
tint. please."1

He knaw what b, inleant te say'.
ýHû meant to Say that ha wroldn'ti
mînd ahedding avery drop af bis lood
for ber; antd ha behaeves ta this day
tiet lie weuild have Said it aIl right if
slle hadu't madie the fiinal Us on thé
gut et that inaýtant snd tuaisd up.
His leyes Met liers, and lie f anoled
thet there was an indignant look in
bers. Île examinad M4A bo-und-up
thiU=h moat critioallX. - Et woudemd
how alle ha<i m*"gtda ta wta2d thé. tuan
gut se evenly reund it.

"Tron wore aboyut ta Say tkiit Yeu
wouldn't enind somnething'-.at was it

*yen wouldn't annt V" she asieti.
* "I-I-well, 1 only meant that- that
I thini lit la a clever of you ta Le ale
to bina Ub a enDa's thuûMb lik, a-well,
it's Iikjs a rag dil tahat you'd, find, in a

bran-pi, at a azaar."
Ha lield ilt up, andi BWsaid, coidly,

without looi.ing at it:
'"Il dareay it is sernethîng liue that.
Anyhew l'il go On with MY fishing.-

She rose andi welkad away from hIm
ankl mati e cast with the utmost sang-

*froid. Hale d an uneasy feeling that
s aspecteti what lie bat in bis miUd

to aY ta lier, and wae sligbtly ouIfend.
Seti. Had ahs net rbfuued tliree ma,
SinsideO Of eighteon Menthe I

He rematned seatud on the grountt
w0hile ehle mSksd lier way uip the
atream. nie wua nearle aure that if
ah. had net looketi at the, otitical mom-.
ent hoe wOuld have been able te tell
ber that it would please hum te shed
every drop of hui blooti for ber. I sice

'~wau & littIe Put out, howaver, by lier
LI ausp)ioiocnof whet he wes going ta say,

it waa rather lunky, h. theught that
b lie hd stOPPet short where lis hati;
Bus thbat, on the wholê, he hati got hum..
sel" very wehl eut Of a ratber tight
place.'

a I a SbOrt tÙne Lady Oranstout rom
~-turned, and tiieY ail drove home te-

gethtr, NeliY Barwsli ia.ugiiag pleas..
r antly andi Ghatti 5 < briskiy ail the

way.
Il Wlien ahse was atone with ber hu&-
ýr band baiera dinner Lady Crangtou"


