BRI el

h 2

o L)

T TR T

ST AL T

L L PRt T i ”

May 2, 1888,

et Bt St:aphen's Migsion Chapel for the mewly

~oonfirm Forty-seven communicants were at
. that service. Harly Communion was also cele-
brated at Niagara Falls South, and several laity
united with the clergy in the Holy Eucharist.
A Chapter meeting was held afterwards to con-
psider several questions which Rural Dean Grib-
ble bronght before them. At 11 o'clock. the
Bishop returncd and continued his conference
with the clergy until 2 p.m. The corference
wha resnmed immediately after dinner and con-
tinued until six. The Bishop of Niagars is
arranging to have & like conference in each
Rural Deanery once a year, and very great ben-
efit must accrue to the Church from the Bishop
and clergy thus taking counsel together. The
annual confirmations also, which are now held
in every parish in the Diocese, will greatly
strengthen the Church.

DIOCESE OF HURON.

Lonpon.—The 8t. George's Society and
lodges, Chelsca, Trafalgar, and British Lion of
Sons of England, attended divine service in St.
James' Church, London South, on Sunday,
April 220d. Service was read by Rev. T, H.
Brown ; the sermon was preached by the rec-
tor, Rev. Evans Davis. He chose as his text
Ps. xxiii. 12, “Blossed is the nation whose God
is the Lord, and the people whom He hath
chosen for His inheritance.” The London

- papoers reported the sermon to be one of great

force, delivered with much earnestness and elo-
quence. Referonce was made to England's
greatnoss—the cause of such greatness—tho
duties of Englishmen both to tho parent land
and their adopted country. The spirit of
loyalty rang throughout the whole discourse
and was highly appreciated by the very large
audience,

StraTrorD.—The Rev. Mr. Ker has ontered
fully on his ducies in the parish. A reception
was given him last week, and a warm welcome
tendered him., There is much work to be done
in the town and surrounding country but Mr.
Kor seems equal for it all.

SARNIA.—On Sunday, April 22od, the @dd-
fellows of Sarnia, Port Huvon, and Point Ed-
ward, assombled in St. George’s Church, when
the rector, Rev. T. R. Davis, preached a most
praptical sermon full of good advice and en-
couragement from Matt, vii. 16.

DIOCESE OF ALGOMA.

Oua “ Forest CrILDREN.”—Those who saw
the Christmas number of Qur Forest Children,
with its attractive cover, its twenly ornamented
and well illustrated pager, and its many inter-
esting articles giving all phases of the Indian
question, besides msny an amusing anecdote—
will, we are sure, be glad to hear that the Rov.
Mr. Wilson has in preparation & *‘Summer
Number"” of the same publication, which is to
appear in June, and will be sold for the same
price, 16c. Wo aro told that it will contain an
account of tho Dakota Indians, their history,
customs und language; a similar account of
the Micmac Indians in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswiock; brief accounts of a number of dif-
ferent tribes; siories of massaores of Indians
by the Americans ; extracts from Indian pupile’
letters ; examination papers, &. Those who
wish to help Mr. Wilson’s work should order a
number of copies and distribute them among
their friends—25 copies for $3 60: 60 copiesfor
$6.50; 100 copies for $11. Address Rev. E.F,
Wileon, Shingwauk Home, Sault Ste. Marie,

DIOCESE OF NEW WESTMINSTER.

YaLe.—On the 1st of March the Lord Bishop
visited Yale for the purpose of holding a Con-
firmation, and also oxamining the  Sister’s
gchool. On March 2nd, after Mattins, he “laid

his hands” upon fivée Indiaus (two men and
three women), after which he proceeded to the
Sister’s school, when a very rigid examination
was held, in reading, writing, spelling, arith-
metic, geography and history. His Lordship
was very much impressed with the progress
the children have made—the answers in all re-
spects being equal, and sometimes superior, to
anything that could be expected from white
children of the same age.

LyrToN—On Friday, March 23rd, Yale was
again visited by the Bishop, who on the follow-
ing day went to Lytton accompanied by the
Sister Superior and five of the school children,
who went to Lytton to be confirmed. OnPalm
Sanday, also the Feast of the Annunciation,
there was an early celebration followed by Mat-

'tins and the Confirmation Service, when his

Lordship *laid hands upon " sixty-one Indians
and girls from the Sister’s school (27 males and
34 females), after which he celebrated Holy
Communion, at which 108 Indians communi-
cated. In the afternoon a second confirmation
gervice was held, when two white persons were
confirmed. In the evening the Bishop preached
at the service held for the white population, in
the school-hoase, and on the following morning
examined tho Indian school, when he found the
children making good progress.

CONTEMPORARY CHURCH OPINION.

The Irish Eecclesiastical Gazeite, says :—

We perceive with regret that the attempt is
still going on to break up the organization of
the Church Missionary Society and start a new
one. The ostensible grounds are threefold,
namely—(1) The invitation addressed by the
committese to the present Bishop of Lincoln
(Dr. King), on his copsecration, to become a
vice-president of the Society, as is the case
with all the other bishops ; (2) therecognition
of Bichop Blyth of JYerusalem ; and (3) the
recent meeting of the Society for Divine wor-
ship in 8t. Paul’s Cathedral, where & reredos
has been crected, which is regarded by some of
the supporters of the Society as an incentive to
image worship. On all these points we offer
no criticism, but we venture to express a hope
that the Hibernian Auxiliary will think ser-
iously before it takes any step that will com-
promise it with the parent Society. We be-
lieve that the agitation, if it had not been fan-
ned by interested parties, would have been
quiotly allowed to drop before this. The prin-
cipal promoters of the suggested schism are
Lord Lichfield, Sir A T. Cotton, General Haig,
Mr. J. M. Holt, and Mr, J. Inskip. The Re-
cord writes with great geverity on the subject,
but some of the blame must be thrown on our
conteraporary for having at the first assisted
the agitators. The Committee of the C.M.S.
in London have likewise used language which
lent a degree of sanction to the above gentle-
men in their crusade against the Society.

Church Life, Cleveland, Ohio, says:—

We do not believe that there is a life to come
merely because there is ‘“‘a pleasicg hope, a
longing after immortality.” Nor yet becanse
our purposes are unfulfilled, our work unfinish-
ed, our sins unpunished, cr our virtues reward-
ed. Still less because of the verdict of certain
cells and tissues that for their perfection would
require infinitude of time for perfect develop-
ment. Nor becanse our thought is thinkable
to ull eternity ere it reach it highest possi-
bility. But because He lives who says, fam
the Resurrection and the Life.

The Churchman, N.Y ., has the following un-
der the title “ Denominational Fellowship ":

It has been evident for some time past that
the great obstacle to union among the Protest-
ant bodies of this country is the intensely seoc-
tarian spirit which still animates the various

dissenting denominations, and that this spirit
exhibits itself constantly in & bitter denomina-
tional antagonism among themselves. The old
notion that the Episcopal Church was more
self-seeking and exclusive than such denomina-
tions is now altogether exploded. The show of
denominational fellowship &8s commonly dis-
played on platforms and -at united services, is
now seen to be meaningless so far as any real
unity is concernsd, Notwithstanding all the
comities and courtesies that have been so man-
ifested, when it comes to any real denomina-
tional selfsacrifice for the sake of genuine
union, it is conspicuously wanting. A.charac-
teristic illustration of this is to be found in the
pathetic * open letter ” on * Christian Union”
in the last number of & New York monthly
magazine, After telling the story of the strug-
gle carried on in a little Western town first by
the Presbyterians, who failed, then by the Con-
gregationalists, and the Methodists, and the
% Christians,” and the United Presbyteriars,
and two other *‘societies ” not named, and how
the Congregationalists, spite of all these odds,
80 far succeeded in this fierce struggle for ex-
istence as to become self:supporting, he then
complains that the Presbyteriars returned to
the field they had once abandoned to the said
Congregationalists, and by their efforts sme-
ceeded in seriously crippling the Congregational
body to say nothing of the other sects. ‘ The
result,” he says,  of the movement, wasto give
to a town already having five very good Cbhris-
tian churches and two weak organizations, an
additional church at the expense of the mission-
ory socioty of the Presbyterian denomination,
and also to weaken and discourage the Congre-
gational church, and make its struggle for self-
support for some time to come, a severe one.”
The pessimistic roflections with which the said
writer eoncludes his dolefal account, are not to
be wondered at. Assuredly hiscontention that
tho boasted fellowship among the foregoing de-
nominations ought at least to prevent them
from destroying one another will strike Church-
men as altogether reasonable,

CORRESPONDENGE.

[{The ngamo of Correspondent mustin all cases be enclosa
with letter, bat will not be published unless desired. Thoe
Editor will not hold himself responsible, however,for any
opinions expressed by Correspondenta.]

To the Bditor of the CHUROH G UARDIAN :

Sie,—Would you kindly allow me a short
space in your Journal to reply to the following
that appeared in the Huron News of the Hvan-
gelical Churchman, of the 19th of April:

“There 18 an association in London which
calls itself “The Canadian Church Union.” It
holds meetings at regular intervals. ~ The sub-
jecws discussed during the winter have had a
bearing mostly on the early British Church.
If the gentlomen composing this association
gave their attention to the present state of the
Church of Bugland, in Canada, and used all
their energies to build it up in the faith of the
(ospel so as to make it the power it ought to
be in the land, it might be better than fritter-
ing away theiv strength on what the Church
hasbeen. What the Chuvch is is the all impor-
tant question. Some associations were like
old men, always talking about matters that
happened in their youth, unmindful of the pre-
gent and its living issues.”

I think Mr. Editor when people set them-
gelves up for local correspondents of Church
papers they should ascertain facts before under-
taking to communicate them. Forin the first
place the Canadian Church Union has never,
at any meeting, discussed the early British
Church, but what they have dore is to intro-
duce a series of illnstrated church lectures, pre-
pared by the S.P.C.K. of Kugland. Some of
those on the early Church have been already
publicly given and highly appreciated ; as a
proof of which the Union is under promise for



