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could we possibly have any confidence that their Judtl;-
ment was gaided aright in deciding what‘w!'ltlngs should
be included in the sacred canon of IIol)"bcrlptur«? And
thus we should be compelled to remain in the most pain-
ful uncertainty ‘as to whether the Bible contained the en-
tire Word of God; or, on the other hand, as to whether
some portions of it had not been received without Sl!:ﬂ;-
cient grounds. Purther, were it possible for the whole
Church to be thus mistaken, the very g"““ﬂd! of our
faith and practice would be nprooted ; for in such a case,
how eonld we as weak, sinfal, and prejudiced u}lelduals
erasonably hope ever to discover the true meaning of the
Sacred Volume, or rightly to understand even the influ-
ences of the ever-blessed Spirit.

O that men would therefore be careful before they per-
mit. either the rashness of a mistaken zeal, or the impul-
ses of a perhaps unsuspected, insubordination of spirit, to
cause them to undermine the sacred and most beneficial
authority of the Church of Christ, lest haply they shnulld
thereby drive many of those simple ones for whom Christ
died, from His fold into the by-paths of error to their
great loss, or into the wilderness of this world to tht;:r
eternal undoing! For, indeed, if the judgment of the
Church in this and similar doctrines is an unsafe guide,
we are left upon the sea of life without a compass to di-
rect or an anchor to secure us. Anq especlally i8 it sO
in this case ; for, without a certain interpretation, and
assuredly there is none such if it is not to be found in the
Church, the Bible is a sealed book, in fact to us it is no
revelation at all; for, again [ repeat, that if the whole
Church, in its primitive purity, could be mistaken as to
the very means of its interpretation, it would be nothing
Jess than arrogance in us te hope to arrive at its true im-
port. Unless indeed with the imaginative, and I must
think rash and irreverent Mr, Newman, we suppose that
spiritual trath is more fully * developed” to us than to
the Apostolic Church, 2

Amiu here permit me to remark, Mr:. Editor, thoqgh
perhaps somewhat out of place, that this novel doctrine
of “development” appears to me very painfully to assail
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The Anuual General Meeting of the Cunurcu
Socrery of the Diocese of 'I'oronto was holden on
Wednesday last, the 2d instant, at 2, p.m., in the Old
City Hall.
business of the day, in the Cathedral Church of St.
James, at 1 o'clock; the Rev. W, MeMurray, A.M.,
officiating in the Desk in conjunction with the Rev. 11
Mulkins, who read the Lessons.
Bishop of Toronto, accompanied by his Clergy, pro-
ceeded from the Cathedral to the place of meeting.—
We have not in our hands any list of the Clergy who
were present; but amongst the Clerical assemblage
we noticed the Ven. Archdeacons of Kingston and
York, Doctors M¢Caul, Beaven, and O’'Meara, and
Messrs. A. F. Atkinson, J. G. Geddes, I'. B. Fuller,
A. Palmer, T. Creen, G. M. Armstrong, J. Shortt, H.
J. Grasett, R. J. MacGeorge, H. Scadding, T. 8. Ken-
nedy, G. C. Street, with many others whose names
occur to our memory, but whom we must pass over on

(€ oo S — 4 all @vAlRelical troth, ¢ wwevene
rily fpllows, either that Christ himselr was ignorant of it,
or that He failed in His word, since He promised that He
would send the Comforter, who should “ guide them into
all trath.” Surely either supposition is so appallingly
irreverent as to make the advocates of such a system

ause. .

e To return, however, to the subject immediately under
consideration. Seeing that the primitive Church did be-
ligve and teach the doctrine 1 am advocating, and that we
cannot snppose it to have been mlstal;xen in its jngme_nt,
without threatening the very foundations of Christianity,
1 imagine that the correctness of this principle,—that the
Church, at least in all questionable matters, is the only
authoritative interpreter of the Holy Scriptures,—is irre-
tragably established in the third place by this united tes-
fimony of the early Catholic Church.

Yet let it not be supposed that I deny the *right,” or
rather duty,—(I dislike the former word; our “right,” as
sinners, is nought but eternal death!)—*“of private judg-
ment.” The duty, however, of that judgment is to ex-
amine with much attention and. earnest prayer what are
the Word of God and the Voice of the Church; and
having humbly decided according to the best of our abili-
ties, the right exercise of the same judgment requires that

t'l"gythumcter of the ever-blessed Redeemer himself. For,

ACCONDT T o Yenglll OF e cuwwcration.  We imagine
that there must bave been in all ieven‘l&resem on
this interesting occasion. The warm and friendly
feelings of the Laity were displayed in the attendance
of a very numerous and most respectable '&isemblage.

His Lordship the Bishop, having opened the Meet-
ing with the customary prayers, proceeded'to make a
few prefatory remarks, which were in substance as
follow : —

After an expression of satisfaction that the presence
of so large an audience indicated—as he believed—
an unrelaxing concern for the Society's welfare; he
hoped that the contents of the Report, which he would
call upon the Secretary to read, would encourage all
members of the Church to proceed in their labours
and to redouble their exertions; so that future gene-
rations should not have cause to upbraid us with
neglect ; but that there might be an assurance that we
had done our best to extend the blessings of the
Gospel throughout the length and breadth of this

we shall then carefully search the former and meekly
receive the instructions of the latter. It evidently cannot
be the duty of Private Judgment to decide whether the
doctrines of the Holy Scriptures or the teachings of the
Church Universal are correct! To place the question,
for a moment, on ground far below the truth, it may very
reasonably be asked, Is it possible that even the most self-
confident Christian can doubt whether the decisions and
doctrines of the Catholic Church are more worthy of being
trusted than his own?
Reserving the fourth proof for my next and last letter
believe me, Your’s faithfully,
A CarHoLIC.

THE CHURCH IN BUFFALO.

—

To the Editor of The Church.

Sir,—The following memoranda of Church matters in
Buffalo will not be uninteresting to the members of the
oNE Bopy in Toronto. A handsome new Church, of
rough grey stone, to be known by the name of St. Jokn
the Evangelist, is erecting at an expense of about £7500:
in the mean time the congregation who are to fill it
assemble in a large public room.

A Rectorial residence is very nearly completed for the
Church of 8t. Paul, to cost, including the building-lot,
about £1750. St. Paul’s is the mother church of Buffalo,
and stands in the Public Square.

Trinity Church, alveady a spacious brick structure, is
being lengthened, and a recess-chancel added. A Recto- |
rial house is also building for this Church, and adjoining |
it in so convenient a manner, that the Vestry-room will
communicate with the Church and the house. This room
is to be the Rector's library and study, and appropriate
place for meeting his parishioners om matters connected
with his eure. This closeness of the priest’s house to the
Church will also enable him to solemnize marriages, &e.,
in the sacred building, as the Prayer-Book directs. The
enlargement of the Church, and the erection of the house,
are to cost about £1400, &

“An improvement, in respect to interior arrangement, is
commencing gradually in the edifices of the Church in
the United States. Hitherto, in most of the Churches of
that country, the arrangement of the dissenting meeting
houses has been followed, 7.e., to a person entering du!'mg
Divine worship, a man is the central and principal object.
Now the usage of the Anglican Church, and of all the
other national branches of the Catholic Church, has 'becn
to make a Church look, on entering it, as much like a
Temple of the Invisible Gon as possible. Wherever, in
the Churches of the Mother Country, we find an arrange-
ment by which, during Divine worship, the officiating
priest is the principal object to the congregation, that
arrangement is modern, either the production of an igno-
rant and indifferent period in our national Chureh’s his-
tory, or an intentional slight upon the Altar, perpetrated
during the Paritan days. 1

Trinity Church, New York, has its interior arranged
pretty correctly, with the exception of the prayer-desk,
which improperly faces the people. It should have been
side-ways, and placed facing into the centre aisle. The
pulpit and desk for the great Bible showld face the people,
becanse, when used, the people are addressed. But in
reading the prayers, Almighty Gop is addressed. This
distinction is very important. An arrangement which
clearly makes this distinction tends to edification. In
T'rinity, New York, there is an unfortunate failure in this
respect. I sav unfortunate, for bad that noble Temple
been got right, other Churches in the United States would
have copied the arrangement, Thinking men, on a
moment's reflection, would have seen it to be reasonable
and edifying.

In St. John's and T'rinity, Buffalo, the arrangement of
the chancels, with the exception of the aspect of the
prayer-desk, will be in accordance with Anglican usage.
The baptismal fonts, contrary to that usage, will be up
the Church, near the chancel: so it stands in St. Paul's,
and in most of the United States Churches.

It were to be wished that arrangements could be made
for all congregations to kneel uniformly forward. There
would then be no unseemly turning of the back upon the
priest, at the moment when he is heading, as it were, and
speaking for, the congregation; there would be no un-
seemly turning of the back upon him, nor upon the Altar
and Presence of God, BEForRE Whom we meet together
in Chureh to worship and fall down and kneel.

. It.is found by experience to be not difficult to get a
eongregation into order in this respect, where the seats
and kneeling-boards are arranged in the ancient and pro-
per way. Tbe free-seats of Trinity, New York, are par-

Diocese. During the progress of the proceedings, we
| took down such hasty notes as we were able to collect.
| From these few memoranda, which were very imper-
| fect, we have laboured to sketch an outline of the dif-
| ferent speeches which were delivered. . In the draught
{ which we have prepared we have succeeded, we think,
in reporting pretty faithfully the substance and spirit
of the remarks made by each speaker ; although we
have failed, no doubt, in preserving the very words in
which they were embodied.

The Rerort—a well-prepared and satisfactory
document—was then read by the Secretary,—the
Rev. W. H. Ripley, B. A. Tt exhibited a few dis-
couraging circumstances, which were noticed subse-
quently by several of the speakers, in connexion with
much that is prosperous and cheering. ~ As this state-
ment of the Society’s present condition and labours
during the past year will soon be published in the
Church, we deem it unnecessary to dwell now upon its
various particulars.

Moved by the Hon. Mr. Justice MacAuLAY, secon-
ded by the Rev. J. McCavr, LL.D,,

Resolution 1.—That the Report just read be adopted,
and that it be printed, under the direction of the Standing
Committee of the Society, in such number and form, as
to them may seem expedient.

The Honourable Mr. Justice Macauvray, in
adverting with pleasure to the numerous attendance
of the laity, expressed his conviction, that every one
! who reflects upon the importance of the undertaking
| in which we are engaged, must come to the conclusion,
| that it is the duty of every member of the Church to

uphold and encourage the Church Society, not only in
the way of donations and patronage, but also by their
! countenance and presence at its meetings. Some
| particulars alluded to in the Report were, doubtless,
| not so satisfactory as might be desired; but he felt,
| notwithstanding, that the full explanation given in the
| Report of every unfavourable circumstance, was suffi-
cient to shew that there is no room for despondency.
It must be borne in mind, also, that there had been to a
very great extent a diversion of our bounty, to our dis-
tressed brethren in the United Kingdom, He would be
rendered more uneasy by a decrease in the number of
subscribers than by a falling off in the amount of sub-
scriptions, whilst numbers remained undiminished. It
is by the combining of small donations ‘that success
will be attained, and the Society supported to the end.
The hon. gentleman illustrated the power of united
and continuous efforts, though small, in a very happy
and dorcible manner by the composition of the material
world, which was formed of innumerable atoms; and
by the patient and gradual erection of those stately
Houses of Prayer,—those noble Cathedrals,—which
are the glory and ornament of our parent-land. The
British nation itself, to which we are proud to belong,
rose to its present grandeur and extent from very
insignificant beginnings; and, in like manper, did the
Church of Christ—feeble and limited at first—make
its way, through God's protection and help, to the
maturity of strength. He glanced at the several
objects for which collections had been solicited during
the past year, and dwelt particularly upon the impor-
tance of “the Students’ Fund,” as fyrnishing the
means of providing the education which was absolutely
necessary for fitting them for their high vocation; he
remarked that they should not be looked upon in the
light of charity boys, but as the recipients of a bounty
to secure their services in a field where they were so
much required ; and this naturally led him to consider
the Fund for supporting Travelling Missionaries, for
what was the use of educating men unless the means
were provided of enabling them to pursietheir sacred
vocation ? The hon. and learned gentlemdn proceeded

ticularly inconvenient for kneelers, who desire to. kneel
aright, and seem to contemplate and suggest the wheeling
round of the worshippers when they come to offer up their
prayers to Almighty God. (Here it occurs to remark,
that the kneeling-boards of the new Church of the Holy
Tiinity, Toronto, do not extend sufficiently far beyond
the vertical let-fall fiom the edge of the slope for the
Praycr-Books, to render them comfortable for kneeling
on. Perhaps it is not too late to get this defect remedied).

It is pleasing to be ahle to subjoin, that the teaching in
all the Charches of Buffalo is Catholie, in the theological
sense of that term. 7

Your's, &e.

A C.

cclesiastica
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The Rev. W. Stewart Darling, in his own name and in
that of the Churchwardens and congregation of St. Paunl’s
chureh, Scarboro’, takes this means of acknowledging
(with many thanks) the liberal donation of a handsome
Font, from Mr. March, of the above-named Township.—
The Font itself is small, but beautifully executed in
Wedgewood Ware, and strietly gothic in its style. It
was procured from the establishment of My, Norris, China
Merchant, Toronto, who still has some for sale, and where
the congregation of a country chureh are unable to pur-
chase a proper Font of stone, such a one s above men-
tioned is an unspeakable improvement upon the basin
borrowed from the nearest house, which is so frequently
a reproach to our churches. The pedestal on which the
Font stands, is a most handsomely finished octagonal co-
lumn of Black Walnut, (executed by Messrs, Jacques &
Hay, Toronto,) with gothic panels, mouldings, and orna-
ments. It will stand close to the door, and will be sur-
rounded by a low gothic rail, corresponding with the
chancel rail, as well as with the Font itself, This offer-
ing is more gratifying from the principle from whence
it springs, it being (as is understood) a thank-offering to
God for an unlooked-for bencfit.

to remark, that it was most desirable that the clergy-
man should be the head of a family, the benefits of
which, particularly in a rural district, were incalculable,

society ; but God forbid that his widow and orphans
should be left to the tender mercies of chance, or the
cold charity of the world. The speaker then proceeded
to draw a most touching picture of a elergyman's
family being suddenly deprived of their protector, and
pressed home the claims of the Widow and Orphans’
Fund to the sympathies of the meeting.  We regret
that our notice of the learned gentleman's address is
so limited, replete, as it was, with suggestions of a
highly valuable and practical nature.

The Rev. Dr. McCaur seconded the resolution
with his usual eloquence and taste. He alluded to
the exertions which had been made in the Diocese to
mitigate the distress cxisting in Ireland and the High-
lands of Scotland, as accounting for any deficiency in
the income of the Society. These exertions, consid-

ering that this was a new country, had been most
praiseworthy.

Cobourg, and the University in this City.

spirit of brotherly love and kindness.

effective address.]

Prayers were read, preparatory to the |

At 2 o'clock, the |

as tending to ameliorate and improve the tone of

The Reverend Professor, in adverting
to a provision for the supply of Clergymen, expressed
his hope that the ecclesiastical wants of the Diocese
would be fully met by the Theological Tnstitation at
He trust-
ed that the Church Society, under the Divine guid-
ance, would act as a burning glass, to conceutrate the
scattered rays of Christian charity in the Province,
and like that same burning glass would kindle up a
[We regret
exceedingly that circumstances preventus from fur-
nishing a more detailea report of this most able and

Moved by the Venerable Archdeacon BeTnusg,
secouded by the Rev. H. J. Graserr, M.A.,

Resolution 2.— That this Meeting desires to record its
thankfulness to Almighty God, for the success which he
has been pleased to vouchsafe to this Society during the
past year.
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The Ven. the ArcupeacoN o¥ YORK, in moving
the above Resolution, spoke nearly as follows:—

My Lord,—I cannot but feel it a great privilege, aswell
as a high gratification, to be entrusted with a Resolution
which makes an acknowledgment of the sacred founda-
tion upon which this Society professes to be built, and
that, in all the superstructure it may be the instrument of
erecting upon that foundation, it looks for direction and
support from above. : g

In proposing this Resolution, it is a gratification to feel
that, in the name of the Church Society, we are affirming
a great Scriptural truth,—that “every good gift and every
| perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from ‘the
| Father of lights;” a truth which Christians may have joy
| in acknowledging and respecting, when it is one of which
not even the heathen were permitted to be ignorant.—
And here I am reminded of the remark of a distinguished
and much persecuted Father of the early times upon this
| sublime declaration of Scripture: “It is true (he says)
that the Lord no longer shews himself to us, as formerly,
in an outward shape,—he no longer makes himself visible

works in such a manner as to leave us no doubt of his
existence? The blind, though their eyes are not open to
the brilliance of the sun’s rays, are yet not less sensible of
the cheering influence of his heat.” :

Nor should it, my Lord, abate in the slightest degree
the warmth of our thankfulness, if, on a retrospect of the
past year’s proceedings of this Society, we Way not be
able to congratulate ourselves upon all the success which
we may have anticipated at its commencement: we have
not yet to learn our first lessons as Christians, but know
how to give the right appreciation to the trials of our faith
and patience not less than to the encouragement and pros-
perity which God, in his unmerited goovdness, Tay ve
pleased to vouchsafe. If we have not reached the expected

int of success, it will be well to iearn, from another

esson of experience, that our copfidence must never be
allowed to approach to presumption; at least, that we are
to give more of our hearty zeal, more of our vigorous
energies, and, in the assurance that it is God’s work not
less than man’s work, more of our faithful prayers to the
cause in which we are engaged.

A cause has been feelingly touched upon why the har-
vest of the Church Society has, during the past year, ap-
parently been lighter. We bave had obstacles to contend
with, over which we could have no control, —impediments
which the great Lord of the harvest was pleased himself
to interpose: we have had physical suffering to relieve,
when we were about to cast our mite into the treasury of
the Lord. And it will hardly be said that we were out of
the line of duty in doing so; it is but giving a diffrent, a
momentarily different, direction to the stream, vithout
touching either the purity or the fulness of the feuntain
of benevolence. For if, in our course of Christian duty,
in our wanderings forth, in the spirit and strengtl of our
Master, to cause the moral wilderness to rejoice nd the
spiritual desert to blossom, we are met by the sght of
bodily distress and startled by the ery of the famisiing,—
if there be realized to us the prophet’s touching jcture,
“If I go forth into the field, then behold the slan—if I
enter into the city, then behold them that are sitk with
famine;”—if, in such a case, our * oblations” designed for
the Lord’s service are changed into ** alms” for the poor,
we shall be “forgiven this wrong.” No, we canmt ven-
ture to account it a wrong, when the Lord hinself is
pleased to designate the poor as his peculiar charge, and
when we are assured that, in relieving them, we ar: lend-
ing unto Him.

I am strack, my Lord, in the contemplation of the duty
of charity we have thus been engaged in, with a remark-
able agreement with words which fell from your Lordship
upon this very sabject, and in this very place, a few years
ago. We were called upon, in a very forcible manaer, to
discriminate between the duty of relieving physical dis-
tress wherever it presented itself, and the custom some-
times unhappily indulged in of aiding in the propagation
of religious views, and the upholding of a religious system
from which we avowedly dissent. When we see the
naked, or the sick, or the famishing before us, we do not
stop to scrutinize their religious predilections, nor to make
curious inquiries into their denominational peculiarities;
but we relieve them as we can, and at ouce, without refe-
rence to creed, or sect, or party. But net so in the appli-
cation of our bounty to spiritual destitution: that, too, we
are bound to relieve; and our association together as
members of this Society attests our sense of the obligation.
But there is something in the very designation of this
Society which silently, though just asimpressively, teaches
us our duty here: its very title reminds us that we are to
discharge it in accordance with the dictrines and system
and discipline of the Church,—that we arc xot to relieve
that spiritual destitution by contributing to the mainte-
nance of error, to cement the bands of superstition, or
help on the work of religious division at the very moment,
it may be, that we are praying for unity.

And, happily, we have a better guidance here than
mere human sympathy and feeling: we have the word
of God to remind us, by the contemplation of His im-
partiality, to have no respect of persons in relieving bodily
distress: we have our Saviour’s own testimony in the
beautiful parable of the good Samaritan, whereé an indi-
vidual is held up to our approval and imitation for pour-
ing oil and wine into the wounds of one who regarded
him as an outcast and an enemy; but in ref€rence to
these same Samaritans, one of whose body is thus com-
mended for his impartial charity, we have also from our
Saviour an implied condemnation of the schism in which
they lived, when he said in reference to thelr religious
pretensions,—* Ye worship ye know not what; salvation
is of the Jews.” We have, too, the words of all inspired
Apostle, bidding us ‘““ hold fast to the form of sound words
we have received,” and to “mark them Wwhich cause
divisions and offences contrary to the doctrin€ We have
learned, and to avoid them.”

I have said, my Lord, that some sentiment of dis-
couragement may be expressed in connexion With this
partial diversion of the stream of our benevolence; and
in doing so, I am reminded of an objection Which has
sometimes been advanced to the intermixture of so much
relating to mere pecuniary matters with the remarks and
discussions which are common on the occasions of these
Meetings. It is pleaded, 1 believe, in defence of this
objection, that it throws around a religious institution too
much of the atmosphere of the world, and gives Occasion
to the cavil that the work of the Society appears a con-
test for pecuniary accumulations rather than for the dif-
fusion of spiritual light and religious consolation. I can
respect the objection, because I believe it to be hOnestly
and conscientiougly advanced; but we are bound, I think,
to accept it as a caution rather than as being fairly aseri-
bable to any of the proceedings, or aught of the spirit of
this Society. In our capacity as officers and members of
this Association, we may denominate ourselves a Com-
mittee of ways and means: of ways and means for what ?
To carry on a great work of spiritual amelioration and
moral‘ improvement, and that will be larger and more
cheering as our ways and means are more eXtensive.
We are rengi!.xded here, my Lord, of the homely earnest-
ness, as a living prelate expresses it, with which a true-
hearted Saxon Reformer charged upon the great enemy
of souls the delusion, while we aim at high spiritual at-
tainments, of casting away the intermediate agencies by
which they were to be reaghed,—the delusion, to use his
own quaint words, of erying, “ Spirit, Spirit, Spirit, while
| it destroys the while all roads, bridges, scaling-ladders,
and paths, by which the Spirit can enter.”

But if we trace this energy,—these calculations, if they
will call thetwa 80,—to their source, we shall not be with-
out our satisfactions. Teach people the duty of giving
to the Lord’s cause, and we. may reasonably conclude that
other duties will be more carefully pondered on and bet-
ter practised. A conviction of deficiency here will not
be without a corresponding self-condemnation where
other defects are apparent; and the search for the one

will doubtless lead to the detection, and we must
] hope the removal, of many others. No christian grace
| can be supposed to stand solitary and isolated: it is the
! production from a root and pwinciple which in its very
| nature is prolific and bountiful; and I concejve it was not
{ without a practical reason that St. Paul conjoined toge-
| ther the graces of “faith, hope,-and charity,” Where
| faith exists, hope must of necessity be felt; and where both
have their legitimate exertion, charity cannot be absent.
And if we view the matter conversely; if we discern 10
a fellow christian the exercise of * Charity,” in the ful-
ness and purity of its gospel signification, we are bound,
from the very promptings of that charity, to conclude
that “faith” impels him to its performance, and that
“hope” cheers him on in his work. The individual, in

the Church Society,—from principle, from conscience,
from a sense of Christian duaty,—is possessing himself,
| under God, of an important auxiliary for trimming the

mind.
I feel, my Lord, that I am trespassing too much, but I

if it really be cast upon us.

work.

there is the calm of satisfaction, the quiet of confidence

. armed.”

Chuvedh,

to our eyes: but does he not shew himself to us in his |

short, who is constrained to be a vigorous member of

fires of the spiritual life, and girding up the loins of his

must add another word towards rolling away our reproach, |
If we do not see exhibited
great and dazzling results from this our christian enter-
| prize, let us not be disheartened; let us not shrink away
| in shame from activity and earnestness, because we are |
| sometimes thought to be too quiet and unobtrusive in our
"T'he spirit of the Church of England is essentially
quiet, and we have great cause to rejoice in that fact; but
it is not the effect of apathy and indifference—it is the
| quiet of content, the repose of conviction, With the un-
settled, the wavering, the tossed to and fro gasto their
religious impressions, we look for all that is heady, im- ’
pulsive, excited, and erratic; but where is a foundation
' of truth and trustful dependence upon that foundation,

It is, emphatically, the security of the *“strong man
But God forbid that the churchman should

coutent himself with a gaze of complacency ujon the
strength and holiness of that foundation, or that he should
neglect the superstructure which he is bound, with the
Divine help, to rear upon it,—especially where tlere are
furnished to him 10 so abundant and pre-eminem a de-
gree the means of building upon that foundatbn mot
“wood, hay, and stubble,” but *gold, and silver, and
precious stones.” i

In no other way, my Lord, could we appropriate to
ourselves the glorious privilege of being “ workers toge-
ther with God;” on any other ground, we should even
be presumptuous and sinful in thanking Him for out
success. But in the humble peérsuasion that we are in
the path of christian duty, we are really and heartily la-
bouring for His glory and the extension of His kingdom,
I repeat, and beg concurrence in, the words of the Reso-
lution which I have been instructed to move.

Moved by the Rev. II. PaTTon, seconded by )2 o
Baxer, Esq.,

Resolution 3.—That this Society rejoices to hear of the
continued prosperity of the Sister Societies of Nova Sc-
tia, Quebec, and New Brunswick.

i The Reverend Henry Parron remarked, that
' this Resolution asserted one of the most amiatle

principles of religion,—that of sympathy with aar
| brethren in Christ. It was a disavowal of that selfsh
| and contracted spirit, which would withdraw our

| hearts from the whole Church of Christ, and confine
our affections to our own concerns. He was happy to
have it in his power to confirm, from his own knyw-
ledge, the statement embodied in the Resoluiion
respecting the promising condition of our Sister ITrsti-
tutions. At the Annual Meéting of the Church So-
ciety of New Brunswick, in 1846, the room in which
it was holden was densely crowded : we ourselves he
was pleased to see, were not deficient in this respect.
He accounted for the large attendance of the Laity
v INeW Brunswick, by an Article in the Constitusion
of their Society, which provides that a deputation,
including two Laymen, shall repair to the Annual
Meeting, for the purpose of representing each Paro-
chial Branch. He did not wish to institate any com-
parison unfavourable to our own Society; but he
hoped that a spirit of pious zeal and emulation might
stir us up to increased exertion; so that even greater
results than had yet appeared might be recorded in
our behalf. It may be needful, no doubt, to add live
upon line, and precept upon precept; but every duty,
we must remember, requires to be repeatedly enforced,
and it becomes us to go on with faith and perseve-
rance in our endeavours. It is the exalted destiny of
the Church to be God's instrument in working out
those great changes which He alone has ability to ac-
complish. Thef course which she is now pursuing is
the middle path between either extreme of error; she
presents the central point of unity,to which all parties
should tend: in which all may coalesce. Through
her labours—sanctioned and blessed by God—we
must seek to realize the idea of one fold under one
shepherd; for not before this yearning after oneness
is felt, will the conversion of mavkind be in a fair way
of accomplishment, or divisions and contentions, which
are the scandal of the Cross, be extinguished. When
this agreement in thought and purpose and action
shall have been attained, then will every structure of
falsehood, every bulwark of error be speedily over-
thrown by the mighty phalanx of united hearts.

II. C. Bakeg, Esq., rose to second the motion, and
for a few moments occupied the attention of the meet-
ing with some very appropriate reflections, which were
well received. It was natural for us to desire that our
Church Society should stand first of our provincial
church institutions in usefulness and efficiency; and
he hoped that this legitimate ambition would appear
in froitful results. It could not be devied, indeed, that
our efforts hitherto had been inadequate; subscriptions,
it must be acknowledged, were still for the most part
very much smaller than the fullness of Christian liber-
ality seems to require. How much might be done if
the laity generally made it a rule and a principle to
deyote faithfully and honestly a stated portion of their
worldly substance to the service of God!

Moved by Col. KingsminL, seconded by the Rev.
J. GRIER, "

Resolution 4.—That the thanks of the Society be ten-
dered to His Excellency the Earl of Elgin and Kincar-
dine, for having consented to become a patron of this
Society.

In moving this resolution, Coroxer KisasMmiLy
expressed his deep sense of obligation in being favoured
with a part of this day's proceedings. When he saw
the large array of talent which was there assembled,
his first impulse was to retreat ; but, as a military man,
he rememdered that it was the duty of a soldier never
to retreat, and therefore he determined to remain at
his post. He expressed his satisfaction that Lord
Elgin had accepted the office of patron of the Society,
and remarked that it was most natural and firting that
he should do so, being, as he was, the representative
of the acknowledged head of the Church. T'he gallant
Colonel alluded with much gratification to the success
which had hitherto attended the new educational
scheme of the British ministry, recognizing, as it did,
the great principle of religious instruction, and afford-
ing grounds for hoping that in this important matter
principle will not be deserted for the broad path of
expediency. It was true that this measure bad met
with great opposition, but it arose solely from the
admitted numerical force of the Church. The Dis-
senters knew their weakness in this point * héine ille
lachryme!" Churchmen had now got the advantage,
let them maintain it. These tidings it is to be hoped
would have a beneficial influence upon our University
question. And in reference to that important seminary
he trusted that the great principle of religion would
always be recognised within its walls, so that in coming
forth from their Alma mater, they would not be dis-
figured with the form of superstition, or clothed in the
dark and dangerous mantle of infidelity, but begirt
with the bright panoply of Christian truth. Much
interest was excited by the introduction of an anec-
dote connected with the military operations of the
Duke of Wellington in the Peninsula. On one occa-
sion a body of men having to ford a rapid stream
where they found it difficult to keep their footing, the
great Captain gave directions that they should march
in columns of companies keeping exact step as if they
were marching past on a field day before the General,
and with shoulder to shoulder. By this means the
force of the river was broken, and under the boom of
their own artillery and the musketry of the. foe, being
almost breathless, they succeeded in effécting a land-
ing on the opposite shore. From this occurrence the
gallant Colonel took occasion to impress upon Church-
men the necessity of combined and systematic efforts,
in overcoming the difficulties which beset them on
every hand. The professional allusions and illustra-
tions of this speaker were exceedingly apt, and told
with excellent effect upon the meeting.

Moved by Crarxe Gambue, Esq., seconded by
Wit Jounson, Esq.,

Resolution 5. —That the thanks of the Society be ten-
dered to the Clergy of the Diocese, for having so zeal-
ously responded to the call which was made by the
Society, under' Article XIX. of the Constitution, on be-
half of the Widows and Orphans’ Fund, the Missionary
Fund, and the Bishop’s Students’ Fund.

_ Moved by the Rev. H. C. Coorkr,
Rev. Wa. McMurray,

. Resolution 6.—That the following Members of the So-
ciety be Vice-Presidents for the ensuing year:—
_The‘Houourables the Chief Justice, R. B. Sullivan, the
| Vnce-thncellor, L. P. Sherwood, Mr. Justice Macaulay,
| Mr. Justice Jones, P. B, DeBlaquiere, Robert Baldwin,
| “:. H. Qrape_r, John Macaulay, James Gordon, Colonel
‘ Wells, Captain Boswell, Z. Burnham, Thos. A. Stewart,
Jas. Kerby, Wm. Allan, George Crookshank, R. ¢, Wil-
kins, P‘ Vankoughnet, John 8. Macaulay, Henry Sher-
wood, Sir A. N. McNab, the Rev. John McCaul, LL D.,
| Rev. James B.eaven, D. D., Henry John Boulton, Esq.,
John B. Askin, Esq., J. Mercer Jones, Esq., Guy C.
Wood, Esq., Fred. Widder, Esq., Mr. Sheriff Jarvis, Mr.
Sheriff Ruttan, the Chairmen of the District Associations.

The Rev. Mover of this Resolution dilated at great
]e.!ngl.h upon the danger to be apprehended from prin-
ciples of a Romanizing tendency which, he lamented,

seconded by the

those sentiments,—and that tone of religious feeling, |
which, in his opinion, had a leaning towards unsound

and unsafe doctrine. We do not profess to furnish

our readers with even an abstract of Mr. Cooper’s

very copious Speech; but this inability oo our part

to draw a sketch of it causes us the less uneasiness, as

our object is to make choice of those observations par-

ticularly which seem to illustrate the progress of the

Society.

Moved by the Red D. E. Braxe, seconded by
Ocoex Crercurox, Eiq.,
Resolution 7.—That Wm. Proudfoot, Esq., and Lewis
Moffat, Esq., be Auditors; that T. W, Birchall, Esq., be
Treasurer; that the Rev. W. H. Ripley, B.A., be Secre-
tary, and Thos. Champion, Esq., be Assistant Sccretary,
for the ensuing year.

Moved by the Rev. Dr. Beaven, seconded by the
Rev. M. BooMER,

Resolution 8.—That the thanks of this Meeting be pre-

sented to the officers of the Society for their services du-
ring the past year.

The Rev. Dr. Beaven observed that the gratitude
of the meeting was due to the Officers of the Society
for their disinterested and unremunerated services.—
They were also under the deepest obligations to the
Assistant Secretary, who, though a salaried officer, did
not receive any remuneration commensurate with the
importance of the duties which he so efficiently per-
formed. After some forcible and impressive remarks
on the necessity of all our proceedings being governed
by love to God and love to man, as the only principle
which could ensure success, the Reverend Professor
proceeded to say, that such a meeting as the present

was peculiarly fitted to subserve the cause of brotherly
1ove § Irienaly reeliugs were cogeudered and footered,

prejudices and jealousies removed, and the whole
Church, bishops, clergy and laity, bound together in
stronger bonds of brotherhood. In alluding to points
regarding which difference of opinion had existed, the
Reverend gentleman took occasion to observe, that in
all such cases it was our bounden duty to fall back
upon the Articles, Liturgy, and Homilies of the
Church, as the decisive authorities. At the same
time (he continued) it was plain to all who had care-
fully perused the Book of Homilies, that these valuable
formularies frequently referred with the highest respect
to the opinions of the ancient Catholic Fathers of the
primitive Church. Not holding them up indeed as
infallible authorities, but as deeming their views on
many important points as deserving of’ grave conside-
ration. Before concluding, he asked permission to say
a few words on the subject of Ecclesiastical Architec-
ture. It was a matter of no small practical impor-
tance. Many of the poorer class emigrating to this
country would be attracted by the force of association
to the Church, if they observed in the structure of our
sacred edifices objects with which they had been fami-
liar in the land of their fathers. The Reverend Pro-
fessor wound up his remarks by freely tendering his
services in this matter to all who might require them,

The Rev. Mr. Boomer spoke nearly as follows : —

The resolution which has just been so ably moved
by the Rev. Dr. Beaven, and which I am called upon
to second, required, I should say, only to be read to
be heartily adopted by this respectable meeting. It
is generally understood, where services have been gra-
tuitously and voluntarily given, the least that can be
done is to make some acknowledgement ; not that we
are to suppose that these gentlemen look for our thanks
for having done what they felt to be a duty, or that
they require them, in order to stimulate them in their
exertions in the great and good cause which we all
have professedly in view; but it may be pleasing to
them to know that the Church Society, as a body, ap-
preciate their services. I must suppose that it is in-
tended, in this resolution, to thank the Office-bearers,
not only of the Parent Society, but those of the seve-
ral District and Parochial Branches, by whose exer-
tions mainly, I would say, the Secretary has this day
been enabled to present such a gratifying Report.—
Still, my Lord, however grateful we may be to these
gentlemen, I feel that, as a body of Christian Church-
men, we should be sadly wanting, were we to allow our
gratitude to end here, and did we not ascribe our suc-
cess to a higher source than any mere human exertion.
It is a feeling that can never be too deeply impressed
upon our minds, that however holy the cause, however
good the means, or however great our exertions in the
use of those means, it depends upon God, and God’s
blessing, whether or not we shall succeed. When,
however, we have been engaged in the line of duty,
and when we have been made to see, by great and con-
tinued success, that our God is with us,—that he is
thus, as it were, putting to it the seal of his approval,
—this is not only a subject of gratitude, but should
inspire us with fresh vigour, to press forward in the
work of the Lord, forasmuch as in him our labour shall
not be in vain. The causes, my Lord, which led to
the formation of this Society have lost little or none
of their force, so as to allow us to relax in our exer-
tions. When we know that in this Diocese there are
still numbers of townships well settled, where there is
neither Church, nor Minister, nor any public ordinance
of religion; when we kuow that in these there are
many of our communion, who have been looking for
years, but looking in vain, for the ministrations of the
Church of their fathers, shall we, who are in the pos-
session of these privileges, acquit ourselves of our
responsibilities if we allow these men, by a process of

spiritual starvation, to sink into an open infidelity ?— '
But, my Lord, the sending for the Missivnary to sup- {
ply this lack of ordinances, and to break to these people

the bread of life, is one, and only one, of the objects |
which this Society has in view,—the making a provi-
sion for the Widows and Orphans of those whose lives
have been spent in the service of the sanctuary,— |
men who in their removal by death generally take from i
their families all earthly support—the circulation of |
our prayer-book, that form of sound words which has j
come down to us, consecrated by the blood of mar-
tyrs: the dispensation of the Scriptures themselves, |
that blessed book in which is revealed to guilty men |
God's method of salvation, pardon, and acceptance
through the merits of a Redeemer. These are objects
which every man who is at all alive to the importance
of the salvation of his own soul, or that of others,
must most ardently desire. It was for the carrying
out these objects that the Church was originally en=
dowed in this country; of that endowment she has
been deprived: and, notwithstanding what has fallen
from a speaker before me, I think we have reason to
complain of it, as members of the Church of England ;
and in accordance with the spirit and practice of the
word of God, we believe every state professedly chris-

{ which had been characterized by such unanimity i

tian is bound by the very nature of christian principles,
to use all lawful means for the maintenance and spread
of the Christian faith. It was the acknowledgement
of this principle which led to the establishment of the

recognized the Church as the authorized dispenser of
God's Word and Sacraments, and, in order that she

her with certain privileges. It remained, however, for
these days to see these claims disregarded.  But, my

reason to believe it was intended we should learn,—
that the Church, as a holy and divine institution,
depends not for her existence or perpetuity upon any
earthly power, and, as the witness of God, her candle-
stick here can never be removed. She may be stripped
of her endowments; she may be deprived of all State
emoluments; but she never can be robbed of her char-
ter, or ber Divine commission to evangelize the world.
It is pleasing to see that when thus deserted, the Lord
himself is openly taking her up—that he is planting
her on a basis broader and firmer than any patronage
of State. That he is establishing her in the hearts and

have found their way into the Church. He described

we but saw these objects in the light which eternity

Church in England. At a period in her history when \ .
the claims of Christians were duly admitted, the State | proveedingsof theiday.

might be better equipped for her great work, endowed |

Lord, we have no reason to despond; and I think it is |
calculated to teach us a lesson,—a lesson we have |

feel in all its importance that the cause we have it
hand is God's cause, the cause of his Church, and has
for its object the salvation of immortal souls; suré
I am that an energy would be given to our present
exertions, and that we should not rest satisfied whilst
a single effort remained untried to extend the Church

and her blessed ministrations to every corner of this -
Diocese.

Moved by F. W. Barron, Esq., seconded by the
Rev. SaMuEL ARMOUR,

Resolution 9.—That the thanks of this Meeting be of-
fered to the Hon. and Right Reverend the Lord Bishop
of Toronto, for his kindness in presiding on the present
occasion.

S

In presenting the motion for vacating the Chairy
Mr. Barrow expressed himself nearly as follows :—=

The Resolution which I have just read is one which i§
sure of being passed by acclamation, It is not for me 10
be bis Lordship’s panegyrist on this or on any other 0c¢8*
ston; such a course would be more appropriate from thosé
whose acquaintance with his Lordship has been thrice 0f
four times the duration of mine; but yet if (insteldd
having experienced the benefits of his Lordship’s honest
friendliness undeviatingly for thirteen years) I had beet
only an emigrant of yesterday, his Lordship’s acts
career have now become so much a matter of historys
that they are as much my property as that of any of
man, however old a resident in the country.

When his Lordship shall have changed his etl‘d"z
career for an heavenly, and the historian of Canada
touching upon the subject of the education of the conn
his Lordship’s name will uot he far off, and he must
spite of himself depict his Lordship as huving heep a fit*
ful, indefatigable and successful pioneer in so glorious®
cause, oh -

The long and goodly array of worthy Canadians, with
the Chief Justice at their head, will prove what noble
results his Lordship has produced; they will show
exquisitely expressed by Horace:

Quid mens rit&, quid indoles
Nutrita faustis sub penetralibus
Posset, quid Augusti paternus
In pueros animus Nerones,

But his Lordship has lately seen fit to concentrate his -
energies, by resigning a situation in which his aeti¥e
assistance and time-tried experience were most benefici?
to the general interests of education. If his Lordship®
resignation be accepted, Upper Canada College loses 8%
honest friend—and here, under risk of his Lordlhil’"
censure, I openly state, that Upper Canada College w
ever found bis Lordship (since I have been in a poﬁ?:;
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to judge, and thus much I may state without div“led"
the secrets of Council) the very personification of Ii
ality and kindness; and I myself have ever found hitt
ready to grant me the benefit of his experience,
with advice that was honest, sincere and single-min‘l“'
His Lordship has now asained a position in which 1€
has no competitor to share his distinetion with himj
the words of Cicero we may say to him, “Quod
est perge, nee jam cum aliis sed tecum ipse certa.”
But though his Lordship may have retired from taking
an active part in the secular education of the eountrys
yet his Lordship’s pulse will quicken and his eye brigh
to the last, at the thought of being able to advance
interests of the youth of Canada.
It is on this point that I am about to ask for his Lord
ship’s active interest and characteristically ene‘ﬂ‘d‘
action,

No one, I think, will deny, that the clergy are ’?

poorly remunerated (humanly speaking) for the toil
privations they undergo for the benefit of their f
creatures, and yet upon their humble salaries they warty}
it is pretty evident that they think they will thus be MOT¢
useful in their missions, for the clergy of Upper Cansds
are not a body to think one thing and do the opp?
For my own part, I most decidedly think them right: -
They marry, not that their homes may thus be mad®
more happy —not because, after a long and toilsome tramf
through the pathless forest, to carry consolation to 8
loaded conscience, their hearths will look less desolatés
not becanse “a voice of affection, a love-lighted faces
makes their homeward track sweet”—no! I take for the®
higher ground than this—I conceive the married count
clergyman twice as useful to the Church as a single maP
His wife can and does cherish the tender nurslings,
lambs of the Church; and the delicate influences of #
wife may find their way into many a rough heart, ¥
to the sterner influence of the husband would contil
rough and undsubdued still. And God blesses their un!
and those heaven-forged links which bind two hearts the
closer, now make the clergyman three times more "“‘:f
than he was befure. He bas now indeed become ‘!’;'h
his people—he can now to the uttermost symP"b'”hu
all their joys and trials—and he now feels that b€
room in his heart for more than himself. or
Fancy a fond mother descanting upon the goodness o2
the_waywardness of a_darling child. suddenly rel ‘ate
hering that the unmarried Clergyman cannot apprect
the feelings of a mother, and that she is wearying it
Picture a father,—* an oid man eloquent,” upon
of a promising son, who in his day-dreams was to hat®
proved his stay and mortal crown of glory, stoppin8 ]
the midst, and his heart and voice closing together at the
thought that his unmarried Parson cannot nndef“‘n‘
him. Who after this will say that the children s
Clergy do not exercise a beneficial influence upo? =2
interests of the Church. But the fathel‘,——ﬂl"“‘h
Clergyman he be,—has still the feelings of humanitys

cannot but at times see mist and darkness resting 0% "¢
horizon of the future; and although he may do i’%
to provide for the religious teaching of his bny,,'f‘-"‘.
knows,yand from his pulpit teaches, that God e
human means to be employed to accomplish human the
2nd he feels that the son who is to be the Samuel of
family, must yet receive a secular education, and the wore
perfect it is, the more will be advanced the glory It
his God, But how is he to obtain this for his child? ve
1S to suggest the way to supply those means that b:ﬁ.
thus long trespassed upon the kind patience of hip
Meeting. I now most earnestly beg of his Lo ol
to take into his serious consideration the possibility %
establishing a certain number of Presentations to UpPEL
Canada College :—not Scholarships, for that im
examination, and might engender feelings which lh""’“’
have no place among the Clergy,-—for the son or

the more talented Clergy might be supplied with '"‘
means of attaining such proficiency as would virt
exclude the son of a more needy and less talented b! i1
from participating in a boon which I should like t0
within the reach of every individual clergyman in
Diocese. I am fully convinced that the matter has
be commenced in earnest to ensure its full success.

t 10

o
| anxious (selfishly if you will) for the carrying ont of ‘“a,

a plan, because the sons of the clergy hitherto, I can
truthfully say, have been a credit to their parents, a comy
fort to me, and an honour to Upper Canada College, “
therefore I want more of them. 4

His Lordship in returning his thanks for the ho?
our conferred upon him, expressed his gratification &2
witnessing such a respectable meeting, the busineﬂg'
gave him pain however to be obliged to repeat 3 **~
mark which he had occasion 1o make at the last 4
nual Meeting of the Society regarding the im, mc.
and want of taste in gentlemen introducing of

| an occasion matters foreign to the object of the m“’

ing. His Lordship took occasion to remark M;h;‘
was not to be understood that by merely paying be
subscription of £12 10s., Life Members were t0
considered as exonerated from assisting the Societ .
time to come, but that the obligation so to do 8¢ cof 3
ing to their ability, still remained in its full force
He expressed his regret that so many of the C
had failed to make collections for the Funds to P
cure Annuities for the Widows and Orphans °f. ﬂl‘
Ministers, and to further the education of the Wi .
try and the Missionary schemes of the Churchy and
expressed his hope that in future no opportunity "”u :
be given to make a similar complaint,

His Lordship baving then pronounced the Ben®”
diction, the Meeting, which continued crowded t"w
last, separated, seemingly highly gratified with

———

Yesterday the Lord Bishop of Toronto held bt
Triennial Visitation in the Cathedral Church of *
City. Morning Prayer commenced at 11 0'¢i%”
when the Prayers were read by the Rev. BendAZc
Croxyn, of London, and the Lessons by the Bt
RoserT BLAkEY, of Prescott. The Visitation o
mon was preached by the Rev. ArTHUR PM
Rector of Guelph, from 2 Cor. iii. 5.

After adverting, in the way of introduction, t0
difficulties and dangers encountered by the
preachers of Christianity ; the Rev. Mr. Palmﬂ_' .
scribed the plan of his Discourse in two diV"’WM
(1) The difficulties experienced in the present 2
by the authorized Ambassadors of Christ; and, (.'¢.
The support and encouragement which they T w
Under the head of impediments to the Christiaf "=y

affections of her baptized children. Oh, my Lord, if |

‘ with minute particularity the views he entertained of | would throw upon them; if.we could be made to | the prevalence of schism, the occasionally disBPPO‘

ister's succcess, he enumerated the prefeﬁ“c;o’
mankind at large of the things which are seen to :-rﬂ?'
| which are spiritual and unseen; the natural €2

.
’
| tion of the human heart in every age and ot
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