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HYMN FOR GOOD FRIDAY.

Prepare, the holy Prophet said,
Rise, Son of God, the hour is nigh ¢
In dust a groaning world is laid,
Hell rears his shameless front on high .
In mortal clay
Thy limbs array,
Uprise, thou mighty one to save,
Go forth, thou Conquero-o’erthe grave |

The Son of God went fgreh, and lo !
Before his steps health’s genial heat
Thrill'd the wide world of spirit through,
Aund flesh in vigorous pulses beat.

Hell’s hateful door

‘Was clos’d once more,
Heaven's wells of bliss o'érflowing ran:
Such gifts the Saviour gaye to man.

Prepare, the holy Prophet eried,
Thy Saviour comes, O man, prepare!
Be every duteous gift supplied, .
Precious and perfect, rich and rare,
Thy guest to greet, B
«+ And at his feet -
In penitent prostration fling
Thy will, thy passiouns, every thing.

And man prepar'd the gibe, the jeer,
The scorn, the mockery, hate, and spite,
Words, looks, to wring the bitter tear,
The perilous day, the unpillow'd nighs,
The heart’s keen ache, '
When friends forsake,
The scourge, the thorn, the cross, the grave;

Such gifts man to his Saviour gave. -
Recrory .or VaLeurap.

For the Church.
ETER N 1TY.

Interminable sea of endless years,
Of woes unspeakable, and boundless bliss,— -
Though on thy face the trace of time appears, .

"Lis sinking fast into thy dread abyss. ' .~

_ Time conquers man, but_thou can’st conquertime :
" O'er its fair shores thy mighty flood shall sweep ;
Nor storied Babel wilt thou leave, to climb,
-+ Or Ark to shelter, from th’ o’erwhelming deep.
Peterboro’. . L

TR S S S S i M =32
THE DEATH OF DEATH:* :

- % Sin entered into the world, and death by sin.” The irrevo-
cable sentence was passed upon man, originally created after
the Divine imege, which doomed him to all the miseries min-
gled in that bitter cup, of which he is compelled at some period
or other to drink ; and lastly death itself was to terminate his
carthly career. The death to which he was sentenced, when
he had eaten of the tree of knowledge, of which he had been
charged not to eat, extended further than the dissolution of the
body. It comprehended the spiritual death of the soul, in which
all the guilty race of Adam are involved, no less than the Ephe.

- gians, of whom the Apostle spenks as having been dead in tres-
passes and sins, and it included also everlasting death in the re-
gions of misery. ‘It is to the death of the body, however, that
these few remarks are intended to refer; a subject in which we
are all deeply and personally -interested, and which must necess
sarily affect every heart which is not hardened by sin, or sure
feited with the cares and follies of the world, - That hour is ra-
pidly approaching when the writer and the reader shall be num-

bered with the dead. It is vain, it would be presumptuous, (o
attempt to investigate the precise period of its arrival ; that is
among the deep things of God, which are wisely concealed.—
* Behold mow is the accepted time, behold now is the day of sal-
vation.” ‘ o ‘

.

How mighty are the triumphs of death! Well may it be de- |

scribed as man’s “last enemy.” How many, through fear of
death, are all their life-time subject to bondage! How many
tears hath it caused to flow ! How many once joyous hearts hath
it made sorrowful! How many a wanderer has it driven' from
the delights of a peaceful and happy bome, to conlest‘wulf the
trials and turmoils of a cold and unfriendly world! The \?adow.
and the orphan can tell of the conquests of death ;" for at this mo-
ment thousands are deploring the departure of those to who:p
they were bound by the clusest ties, bewailing the guide of their
youth, the companion of their manhood, or the prop of (he.lr.»'de-
clining years. Around many a bed of sickness, are, at this mo:
ment, kneeling those who are bearing their testimony to the ad-
vances of the implacable enemy. The glazed eye, the parched
lip, the faltering tongue, the ebbing pulse, proclaim, in laoguage
not to be mistaken, that the struggle is at hand, in ‘vhich death
will come off the victor, Even since the reader took up-thi.s pa-
per, a fellow-mortal hath yielded to death. Man, in the pndf of
his unsanctified heart; is unwilling to think of death. - Man, im-
mersed in the pleasures, or'occupied with the business of an oll-
absorbing world, seeks to drive all thoughts of the enemy from
his mind. Man, stricken with a consciousness of gui_lt, even
while he trembles, puts  off all consideration of the subject to-a
more convenient season. Yet all attempts to arrest.the progress
of this mighty foe have proved ineffectual. No bribe has indu-
ced him to stay his darts: he has broken down.every barrier ;
he has foiled every plan ; he has elided every weapon by which

the attempt has been made to arrest his progress. - ‘ ‘
® Afﬁedftgiion for Good-Friday, from the Church of Epgland
Magazine. . ‘ - RS
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Reader! thou art a child of sin, and therefore a child of death.
Thy beating heart must soon . be- still ; thy beaming eye must
soon be closed; thy warm blood must soon be cold. Hale and
hearty as thou now art, disease is lurking in thy veins. The
grave shall be thy chamber, the shroud thy apparel. The worm
shall feed daintily upon thy now fair form. ‘Thy name shall be
speedily forgotten, when t(hou dwellest with the men that are
long dead. :

But for ever adored and blessed ba that eternal Jehovah who
hath not left his believing people without hope. The Gospel
proclaims, in the most cheering language, that death has been
deprived of its sling, ond the grave shorn of its triumphs. The
great event which the chucrch calls us ai this season to comaie-
morate, is not only the death of the Lord Jesus, but the victory
achieved by the Prince of life over man’s last enemy ; and the
eye of faith is directed to the contemplation of that lust record in
the world’s obituary—the Death of Death:

For pains and groans, and griefs and fears,
And death itself shall die. ;..

crucified and pierced” body was laid in the rich man’s tomb ; but
there in the regions of death’s dreary dominion, he struggled
with the adversary, the sirong man armed ; and he arose a con-
queror from the grave, and he ascendcd on the wings of victory,
and the eternal gates were lificd up, and the everlasting doors of
heaven were opened, and -he sat down_ at the right hand of the
Majesty on high, invesied with the keys of. hell and of death.

As yeot, indeed, wesee not all things put -under this exalted
Jesus, Satan is still permited 10 exercise sway; Death still
hurries his victims fromthe busy, bustling scene of this, world :
but Jesus shall ultimately subdue all things to himself; and the
last kknell that shall be rung shall be the koell- of death, sounded
by the trump of the archangel, which shall call to judgment.

Thisis the triumph the chureh calls us at this season mors es:
pecially to anticipate. This is the event to which the eye of
faith is to look forward-—the complete and eternal overthrow of
him who hath the power of Jeath, ' e

Happy indeed are they who, amidst the bercavements of a pe-
rishing world—amidst the monuments of ‘death which present
themselves on every side—can exclaim, in the emphatic lan-
guage of the Apostle, ¢ Blesscd be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, which, according to his abundant mercy, hath
begotten us again to a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead; to an inheritance incocruptible, and unde-
filed, and that fadeth not away.” Happy are they who unre-
servedly look for pardon through that Saviour who hath made
peace by the blood of his cross, and is become the author of eter-
nal salvation to all that obey him. _

.Blessed, and forever bicssed, are they who have fallen asleep
in Jesus, are sheltered in his bosom from. every blast, und dwell
with him under his gracious keeping until the end shall coms,
whose warfare is accomplished, whose iniquity. is pardoned, and
who have reached the peaceful haven of .unceasing rest. Un-
speakably glorious shall they be. Reader! through the biood of
Jesus, may their abiding portion be thine, who, raised by the
power of death’s destroyer, shall share in ‘the inheritance which
he.purchased, and the triumphs which he achicved, in that para-
dise which shall never be blighted by. the curse, for thero is never-
ending blessing; in that garden of unfading flowers, where there
shall be no sepulchre, for thers shall be no death; but where the
tree of life shall flourish with unfading verdure, and the pure
river of the water of life for ever flow, and where, through a
bright and blessed eternity, shall be celebrated, in never-ending
songs of praise, the. mercy and the grace of the triumphant En-
manuel, who with his own right hand and holy arm, achieved
the Deata oF DeaTm. _ o :

VILLAGE PREACHING.
(Concluded frogrj our last)

. Surely it is a morbid- taste, and one that requires correction,
which would kick at images that satisfied a Barrow; and yet
we could point out numbers in his sermons, which would be now
rejected by the preacher, even the village preacher, as mean and
pedestrian ;~and whilsc such (hings are, it is not on the tithing-
day alone that we have cause to lament that the farmer should
be so coarse, and the clergy so fine. The familiar iilustration,
therefore, by which a subject is rendered clear to persons slow to
apprehend, and interesting to persons hard to-be excited, is a fi-
gure not lightly to be renounced ir: deference:to the fulse refine-
ment of the magnates of a congregation—though, doubtless, ca-
pable of abuse. We say false tefinement; for there are para-
bles both in the Prophets and in the Gospels, against which the
same parties might find the same objection. - Mr. Hare, there-
fore, adopts the use of such images with all boldness, Themnan
‘who does not grow in grace is * a dwarf in soul :’ a spectacle as
hideous and misshapen to the spiriwal eye, as a dwarf in body
to the eyeof flesh, Men think highly of those-who rise rapidly
‘fip_-.(hc;warld;. whereas nothing rises.quicker than.* dust, siraw,
and feathers.! Religion. must be learned - by practice, not by
hearing or reading only ; ¢ it is not by hearing or reading about
phoeé, that & man becomes a shoemaker.” .- You must.not be con-
tent with spelling. and_reading. a.parable, but ‘ do as the becs
ido’ with.a flower, setile upon it and suck out the-honey. - ‘Laws
’irq !ike; looking-glasses, they -may: show us.our ugliness, but can-

ot give us.new, shapes,’ . Religious:services are.the. means, not:

hild is. .easier to_ drow; than that of.a: man, because it has. no

]
' ‘ he end,—* the; road to London is not London,” * The tooth of a

fangs; 80.is it with.. his .evil. passions,’:. Easy illustrations of

Jesus weat down 10 the dark chambers of the grave; * his

———

this kind are scattered. in profusion . throughout these sermons;
certainly impart to them an air of great freshness and vivacity ;
must have had the effect of baiting the pulpit, and gathering a
congregation; and no doubt at this moment live in the memory
of many of the inhabitants of Alion Barnes, and will be long
quoted as the apothegms of their beloved uud departed pastor:
{fin a few instances they may be felt to border on the ludicrous,
as where a child is compared to an unfledged angal fallen to
carth, and to be restored to heaven, it should be borne in mind
that when Mr. Hare wrote these sermons, and still more at. the
moment when ha sanctioned the publication of them, he.was
ocenpied with far other thoughts than how to approve himself to
those * who are nothing, if not critical.’ Still this is the danger
to lte guarded against in the use of familiar illustration ; and wa
notice it the rather, lest tho imitatars of his atyle of preachivg, of
which we foreses many, should be led to.trcnd in Mr. Hare's:
steps, not in the hundred cuses where he has trod straight, but
in the two or three where he may have trod-awry. S
There is another suggestion s to villoge preaching which the. - -
publication beforc us presents. -1y is.a feoture in these sermone,
and one greatly to be commended, that they. wako much use of
the less trile passages of scripture, whilst those which are in the
mouths and memories of all, they ke for granted ure so, and
f'atlzcr louch (hqﬁ; draw out at full length—guarda ¢ possa. For,
instance, to show that the seeds of the heaviest crimes mny be
lurking in a man’s heart, when he leost suspccets it, tho case of
Hazael is quoted. ‘Is thy cervant o dog,' suys heto Elishn,
“that he should do this great and torrible thing 7 Hazuel thoughe
at the time that it was impossible for him to commit such a crime .
as r!_mrder; yet the very day afier his retuen to tho King. of
Syria, * he took a thick cloth and dipped it in water, cnd spread
it on his face, 50 that he dicd.’ Ilere wo have a _passoge, not
recondite certainly, -but still not trite, to. exemplify .the doctrine, -
Again, in o scrmon on Isaiab Ixi. 3—* Trees of rightcousnees, -
the planting of the Loid”~—occosion would - naturnlly present
itself, it might be imagined, for a reference to the purable of the.
b‘arrer) fig tree; and soit does; but Mr, Euro quotes no more.of .
it than the threo words of warning with which he closes his sers
mon, ‘cut it down,’ sutisfied that he thereby touched a spring,
and that the memory of his hearers would supply the rest,, Fer. -
he probebly considered, that tho members of a congregation of
the Church of England hear certain passages in scripture, the, -
most important passuges, no doubl—always once, possibly sevas -
ral times every yeor of their lives—that those amongst-them:
who have been at weekly or Sunday schools, have learned many,
such possages by rote—that it may, thercfore, be safely presu.
med that such passages are tolerably familiar 10 them, and may
for the most part be culled to their minds by a hint, and that more
is superfluous: aguin, that the Bible i the whole compuss of a
poor man’s literature; and that on this account he is oftcn much - -
better.versed in it than greater scliolurs who are spending them. -
selves upon every work that comes out—that he is therefore free
quently not an incompetcnt judge of the degree in which his rr'nl'-l
nister is master of tho scriptures ; and that he will'bé much niore”
likely. to-listen to-him "with revcrence,” when he perceives his: -
range over them to be wide und commonding, than when he'-:
suspects his knowledgo (o be just commensurate with the chap-; -
ters that occur in"the Sunday services. R T
It is true that: the practice for which we are pleading is not:
that adopted by our reformers in -the homilies,: The hamilies. -
‘make long and large extracts from:the portions’ of scripturo-at: -
[present the most popular and best known ; but when the homi-- -
lies were composed, it must: be recollected, no portion - whatever:
was well known and popular.”” Latimer'ssermons presume upon: -
an ulter ignorance of scripiure - aven amongst the-highest: class:. -
of all. 'When he preached before the Duchess of Suffolk and:
‘ber household, a family os likely to bo intimate wilh scripturo
.8 uny of the time, ho relates circumstantially, iand - as though;
ithe passages would be strange to his hearers, the interview - of-
‘Jesus with the Samaritan woman, and the death of ‘Ananice,
‘and Sapphira, Even the carly deliberate wrilings of the chiof:
;Reformeu are not without blemishes which betray that ecrip~.
ture was as yet a.novelty even with the best informed, - The. -
‘Institution of a Christian Man’ talks of Jesus being brought. bes,
fore one Pontius Pilate; of his being bound fast to a pillar; and
of Lot and his three daughters; all of them passagcs revised ond;
corrected in the re-publication of the same work with additions,.
afew years later, and when the Bible had' been ‘more studied,: -
under the title of * The Doctrine and . Erudition of .n.CbFi_"i,“fﬂ':»..i_ :
Man’ When, however, the Reformation htd established:itself,.
it became quite characteristic. of the English divines, of Jowell,
for instance, emineutly, of Elcoker, of Sanderson, to have an ap..
posite passage of Scripture for-- every:thing ;. scripture being:
found in their hands a mine which might cver be worked, and.
never worked out; and- so far from dwelling vpon:threadbare.
quotations, such as might occur to any.man just-as well asthems.
selves, and thus giving token that it was by virtue of a commis-,
sion that they occupied the teacher's chair, and not by rightof -
superior.knowledge, they: were perpetually interesting, and very -
ofien surprising, their hearers or readers by the dexterous applie
cation of texts not.commonly. - produced, but being produccd, to
the purpose: and decisive ;- stamping the -impression they.were
wishing to communicate.more effectually- by the smariness with.
which they struck it in; and creating at once a reverentisl curl.
osity.abouta book which wae found o be so full of resources, sad,
a wholesome. respect for . ‘h’:‘chgggcug.and,c'omcﬂ of mel!;«W,lloi
could. -develop . them: 80 successfally. - But.these, were. divines. -
‘who had drank. deep in the.writings of the Fathers, in.several of

‘whom this faculty is: remarkable ; and.whilst: we. mey smile.at.



