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BlritiAl ttetii rus, elit Dominion wlas tie onily onle

ig n Jtig ea ri tha 1871, 'hile ail the
oths l'I<iiced comIIIIte suitatits to lthe

close o 187-5.

The -It st bra of the report, viz.

Trd and Comierce of' MotrIal'!1 in

1875," colitailns undeiar the Fî"FinItilRe-

trospect " the causes assigiedby tie Loti-

lionEc oist fir the commercial deprs-
'dii of 1875, Wa shall reproutc this

extract:

The Econinial.in ils finitacial relie w of the year
1875, issigns tLht f'llowing n.reasois lor file waie

spred comeridep)ression w'hich hias beenl

experiencel both in Europe and Amî-erica.
Thev tire Wel worth recording her :-

'fhle fi-st and ilol powterfIi these causes
was tie Franco-G rmatnar AtIg. 70,-April.,
71) ; the payaient o ic Indelitiy of 220 ilnil-
fiios sterlicig by France to Geriniany (7L-73)

anld tile etrance oi iaty, Aistria , lin-
gtlry, aiii Italy ipon it newe, ir 1r' ti ir

e tising Ialtionlti career. Tle suiispen1sion
for t year of alit part of ith iniistrial ftroduction
in, tile beiligerent coun tries brotglit thei rllater
iiore ilito the markets of tlhe wotld, and et-
cially into the EniglisI imirk'et aîs sooni as peace
wats assured, und t.us hleliî to creiae a great
iemltand beyoid ithe capiacity of the tlin exisit-
ing icns Of suiply : titt lece tli velucity
withii wiicih in 1871-2 deinand llgurt on pro-
duction, especially of ite ilstrinniental article
fi coait anti iron. 1 Second, the mliaiiti in thte

United States for t buil ling of irtuls(1808-
73), and li conseqlelt large transfers of
native Iand foreignt capital froin filatitig to
fixed iivestmelants, operated in the sine dirlc-
lion and inî the sale wily as thte ieittî in
Central Etirope. Il Thirti luritw ite saine
period (1868-73) Ruissia straitet alis aretources

au tilt ils credit .in the pursuit ofa similir
aolicy of rail rotl and alitvigationlexteii-

sion. 4 Fourthli, it opinî g cf the Sutezi Utnaltît at
tlie ued of 1869 created dring 1879-3 tn

argent demand for a large fleet cf itam-essels
idapted to the new Inudiant route ; ie, waltL is
lmre, so altered and twistet imany of lie

existing miodes and ciantnels of business is to
create mîîischîief and confilsion aminlig the parties
cngaged in thormi and these dieraigenîients
have tiben greatly intensified by tha completion,
silce 18G8, of a very complete telegraphlic sys-
tem between ail parts of tile worlti, not exclud-
ing tJhina, Aistralii, and botli sies of South
America. Ant, lifli the rapid rise of prices and
wiages (1871-3) tirew large systemns of produc-

ton entirely oil their balance. )Iora expenitua
ani less wtrork oltook the place of frugtlity and
diligence, anl the Icquirseient of ricies
seelîc to have becoie all at once so easy tiiat
lite old virtues of ililigence, skill and patience

ouild be laid aside both by mn and iiiasters.
" Contsidering tlie diffusiveness and the lorce
of these casses, it is itaîrilly likely limt two and
t-ialf years of raction wVill suitce to corret
thetm. The counitry--Fratce-i%-Iticli, primta furie,
sull'ered most, las, by virtue of these very suIi'er-
ings, been least auffected by the connnercial tis-
fortune. The harvest anîîd vintages of' the last
tiree years htave been very favorable lin France,
and, witli a soif sa richihve doubtIless gane far
to replace the losses Of Ite war ud ti ittnCdetn-
lity. But lie French people hiave agttin mani-
fested tliat nvonderful power of conîquerî'inîg
idtversity by tirift patienlce, skill, invention antid
iard work, whVllichl lias soi often saved their
coliunry fron calamnities apparently overwh'lelîti-
nug.t

We cannot forbear noticing tlut it thic
opinion of the aclitor Of thli 1.conzomi'srt w'a

must seek for the causes of dapression in

an abnormial condition of tradie ihiclh is

precisely wiut w'e hava conteided for in
recontit articles. 'uidlert tle sbdivision,

"lfiMntufactu'ing andl othear hluits trios 1, Ie

find tii enmiieration ofcertain ttîm nutifac-
tring atnd other induîstries in Montreal

gttirciedi fromi the conuss ai' 1871,pubîlishieîd
in 1875, anuid wth icLi 'it has lce thouglit
best to give witliott remtar'k otiir thani
tnit opinion in which w'e curtainly colncti

hat I a full atnd actcu ttatiient on the
basis of' tiis table appeais tJ bea a desider-

attim.' Te ta table gives the mitbtiitr of
establishinents as 1104, tha eî Imubr elm-
played, male and feiale, 21,175, thl icauII
ofithe articIes produîced $32,727,946, and

thi watgs $5,195,415. If t itblo ;s to be
t'îlitd on, there wtert' 't 18ï - ina7iht-y-six

dile're'nt industries ini treal, the prii
cipal being the boot and shoe, 117 liiitit-
bet, emtployiig 5,175 pol and paying

in w'ages $1 ,i5i 791. It wouild lilkotw'ise

pper that tih bisiness was profitable,
for, tIiciig the val o'e 'th articles pro-
duced atntd deductinig th vauie of' riw

tatrial tii wtgs, i Profit of about forty-
livo per cent. is shoiwil. The indutry,

which cotes nîext in aiount is thait of

which we t a i ar' no boi-eit, stugir refileries

oa w'hich therca wore t'o in 1871. T1e

profit, istting i int samia e way, wias

tdier 7 per- cent. \We siali onlyv' notice

rit' other . industriOs. " ttailors and clo-

tit," "ti hairs td ifirriels," tobacco
manuftuit'tr'r's," "millers at ibakeis."

Eatl ci'o thiese produce's in 'tahitac't'ver a, mil-

lion and they aggregato considerably more

thait one-half of' thenol aighty six. Wo
m'ay tlherefore Iori t least ai approxi-

mate idea of the emliploynclit of' otr'

people. There is il point weoll worthy of'
consideration in coinlection with this stb-

jet. Ii the sugar ruiius the nutmber
emnplcyed w %vas 339, ail miaes, while in the

tobacco works .590 males aL 520 females

lit alli I i10, wer emllployd lit mant tti'-

ing raiw imaterial, costingtabout onta.seventh

of the raw material o1cf the sugaîr r'-

ilileries. The a Itnatritil of the boot

and shoe ilalers wvas considerably less

thIana that of tei sugar 'eflue-ries

and yol aeployment ias givei to 5175

pcojl, made nd feavule. Ii all the Other

iilustries ta whicii e hae' referrd,

except tua imtills, familes as vell is males

are emîtployed and in conîsiderable ntmt-

bau-s. MucAI tien, IS iwe deplore the

stoppaget' the 'et'is, whe ouîght lot

to exaggerato tic coisequenices of tue
ioss or jiloyiieit.

,T're is somile interesting information

under sub-scction ilDry Goods " ihicih
iwa canitot pass unnoticel. There is a
comliprison bctw't'eent the importations,
li 1875 and 1874 the threo preceding

years, orf certain leading articles. The

value of cottons, yarins and iarps li

8s74 was $4,184,893 andii i1875 $2,732,-

541; of linens S606,085 il 1874 and

$4S5,1t92 in 1875; of silkssatLins and vol-
vets, $1,244,926 in 1874 and $818,217, lin
1875i ofsalîîvs $333,892 in 1874 anîd i 1,-
707 in 1875. Wa would, in conclusion, carn-

astly recommtnd Mr. Patterson's r'pot ta
the thougitiul attention of our btacors,
imterchants and1i tmîanufacturers. IL is full
ofi most useful information, and the athtior
is enîtitlec ta thte ilighest praise.

RlECi'ENTf FilRES.

Lt wotld alminost appear fron recent
ocat'cronces as thouigi there miay bo cpi-
dciiics of fires aswell as of disonses. The

lires li Qaebec, Kingstoi, Cayîtga and St.
Joins, ail wtitihin a faw wte'ks past, indi-
eate sonctling iore thani iore accident,

aind iL stggCstivo. of nthîcting wiorse, are

avidece of gross cat'lassnîess on the parti

of the civic tttlhîorities it sanie of those
places. Tho colleictive iitelligece of
these piglmty pl'itiriaents called totwn atind
City Countcils ias 'ever boi popiularly
appreciaiteid sincr ta liev'. 8y diey Snitl's
recipe for making I wvoolen paveenoiît fîo'
LcîcLono by puttlîig together the oads of
the aldermtn, and tha reimark would
sceei to ba of axtended application as
siown by th blund ing.and siortsigit-

edness of' those bodies in miclh thait relates
ta the public wlfare. IL is only whenl

sinoe signal calaimity attended witi geatt
loss of' life oi proporty takes places that
tiey becomea aware of the temptation con-
tittally kept before thei destroy'ing ele-

ment, and evenn th they seein ta regard
it as niii exceptioalI cattast'ophie arising
froim soine specral cuse or mnisfortiine, or
from somne individutal clt of carelessntess
or bad management wlilcl may itot easily
or speedily liappe agailn. Thtîs reasonied,
doubtless, tlie people of Quebec, St. Johns
and otlier places, wl'icli noti il l thei-
selves iito fanicied security fron any such
revisitation.

1 t was a matter ir surprise ta liopli
aimong tus iho study the mnorals of' tradte
tliat durinîg the past wvinter and spring, lin
a period of great depression, lires were of
suci comîîparatively rar Occurrence i titis,
hiowever, seemted ta haveiad its conpenisat
ing bal ance in the greait numtîttber offailures
takintg place tlhrough inity of the country
towns, catseI, d'oubtlss, by the efflorts ta
tidle over till sprilg deteriniued the coi-
dition of tiiade. Withiini the last few
ionths failures have dwiindled ulown con.

siderably, as may be c>sotrved by rofer-
ance to oui wekly list, tdthouigh business
Ias not- been assl-ing, nd here ie may
look for saone of thL hidden sources of

the late xtelnsive conflaitgrations. The
app-oaci of dry veather also ivou .dk seean
tc wa'-rant this view of tlhe subject. 'Ve
regret mctli ta giva xpiossioi to tlosp


