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D)olphin wvas surprisedl at thi ýecord(ial-
ity with whî juil the Ear receivuil is
proposal for lis daughter's hand. For
the ot 'arl, nlot having ixtI nmel
in the gay world of late years, was
entirely ignorant of the fact tlat lis
lordly nieighblîor iad made ducks and
drakes witl the patriiony Lis father
hlad left himii.

TIhus stood the mnattur on this after-
noon when oui storv opens, tihese two

dignîitaries working at cross-purposes.
Lord Dolphin spang froi bis horse,

opposite the Ear anîd Countess, and

paid thiem his resipets. The latter
extendu lier Imnd without rising, and,
vith miany mîisgivings at lier huart.

as she observed i s gross, dissipated
a;Ippearance: but the Earl warimly
graspei his iand and, after exciang-
Ing som e 1 fw con ventio remunrks on
current topics. intimatted by a nod in
hier direction, wbtru Lady ElOse sat,
andl informed iiii tliat lie iad no
d1ouIt but tait sute wolid be delighted
to seue iiui.

lie approaceliu ier wit extended
liaol, anîd matde an attempt at being
gallant by awkwardly renarking tlat
lie thouglit the dLay was lovely until
le saw ier: lut tlat she quite put it
in the shlade.

Tudeedl," she cobIly replied, " I
ai sorry tiat tle dIV has Lecolie
so disparaged in your lordship's esti-
niation: foi you vill, no douit, find
it iuinci more iagrueable thanii my
societv."

Egal," h is loidslhip ejaculated t)
himnsuief ;this is a tillv that neuds a
tight Ihit;' and a wicked gleain ap-

peared in his eyets as le seated limself
beside her : and confused ideas a rose in
his iind about breaking in Iigh-
spirited horses, and about theim after-
vards becoinig the lest Drywin-

ners, etc., etc.
Now-, bis lordslip's coiversational

powers in the society of ladies never
would, with the greatest amount of
cultivation, have been of a ligi
ordler; and this society laving for
many years been neglected for that

of to f nen, card siarps, and other
kinred spirits, le felt hirumself non-
plussed as to wiat lue slould say to
this tivinity wIo seemed indisposed
to help iimî out of lis iilenia He

picked up lier book and examined it,
thinking le miglit find soinething
there to give limt an idea : but as it
had been soie vears since le Lad
opened one, lie wvas afraid thit if lie
veitured on that line Le would get
be*iyond his depth. So, oncluding to
keep on safe grondî, lie remiarked
tihat he had Iod a jolly ritle across
countr'y, getting e urybodi redy fo

tue next lunt.
Receiving no respon, except the

faint ulick of the needle in Lady
EIoise's laiids, lie continud :-", W7e're
going to iav a jolly tine this year.
Some entirely new loodi, Vou know :
Tony Blake, Cute Ableson, Ralph
( nuainiiîgs, and sone others, pur-
haps. Not exactly in our set, may
lbe," he continued, ' Lut rual good fel-
lows. Lord Rosleigl and S<uile
Redpath were eut uip about it wlen
I told thein I w.as going to have
theim. la! la: ha! lie lauglied,
as lie thoughlt of the discomifiture of
his friendls. His lordship then paused,
out of shleer iunability to say aniything
further: and ii order to relieve the
e\trele awkwardness, she replied
tliat she wails sure that le woubl enjoy
hiimsulf.

Enctouragel soimewlat by tihis re-
mark, hi continued: " Followving the
hounis is mnuch letter and more ex-
citing sport than shooting. Don't
you think so 1" he qiuteIriel.

" Really, mîy lord.I" was ber reply,
" my experience in those lines is of so

limited a chauracter that 1 ai not
alu to exin ess ait intelligent opinion."

Then another silence ensuietd, wiicb
was anything Lut comnfortable to his
lordshipi: but in whiicii, it mîust Le
conifussed, lis companion felt a mali-

cious deliglit.
Anxious to put an end to a scelne

tiit lie felt was fast tlegenerating into

a farce, but determined not to be

403


