
THE

CANADIAN INDIAN.
VOL. I. MAY, 1891. No. 8.

THE FUTURE OF OUR INDIANS.

(PAPER NO. 3).

AN a people be happy and prosperous, so long as all
national feeling is smothered and kept down within
them ? How is it with ourselves ? Is it not the

traditions of the past, the history of by-gone days, that
Stirs our young men to press on towards the goal of suc-
cess, and to do honor to their country ? You say of the
Indian-why can he not give up his own language, and
adopt that of the country, as do the Germans, and the
Swedes, and the French, and the Italians, that come as
Settlers to our shores? I wonder how many of these
French and Swedes, and others, talk the English language
in their own homes! Is it not the tendency with these
foreigners to form little settlements and communities of
their own people ? Are not their songs, when they gather
round the hearth-stone at night, all of the Fatherland ?
Do not they pride themselves on the old home which they
have left across the seas ? Does not their heart beat
quickly at the sound of their old country music, or a sight
of tlfe old flag? Why should we expect that Indians
alone, of all people, should be ready quietly to give up all
old customs and traditions and language, and adopt those
of the aggressor upon their soil ? The change which we
expect the Indian to make, and to make so quickly, is a
far greater one than is required of any of those nations
above enumerated, who have left the shores of one civil-
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