
On h thit HfiJoy of the Ancient Perfianr,.

tion ro difunited and fo unlettered as the Tartars: I mean that, which EU'
ropeans improperly call Perifa, the name of,a lingle provinëe beiig appliéd
to the wvhole Eipire of Iran, as it is correàly.denomninated by the prefent
natives of it, and by all the learned Mufelmans, who refide in thefèJ3ritïfh
territories. To give you ah idea of.,its iargeft bouidaiies,.agieea tomy
former mode of ,defcribing India; Arabia and Tartar, betwéén which it
lies. let us begin with the fource of the great Afyrian ftrearn Eulfrates,
(as the -Greeks, according to their cutomi, were plealed to. mifcali theForàt)
and therice defcend to its nmouth in theGreen Sea, or Perfian G uif, includ-
ing in our line fome confiderable diairias and townsi bnsotrfidis of the ri-
ver; then, coafting Perfia,,properlyfo named and othe& renian provin-
ces, we corneto the.delta of the Sindhu or Incys; niefdéàding to the
mountains of Cafjghar, we difcover its fountains arid thof&o o e Jaihrr,
down wýhich we-are conduaed to the Cafpian, ýhici foheilh c ntered,
though it lofe itfelf now in the fands and lakes of KhwáJirezm: wenext are
led from the fea of Khozar, by the ban1ks of the Cur,.or Cyrus, and aong
the Caucafcan ridges, to the Jhore of the-Euxine, -ard thence, by the feve-
ral Grerian feas, to the point whencewe took ou dc parture, at no confide-
rable diftance from the Mediterranean. ..We cannot but include the lower
Ajia within this outline, becaufe it was unqueflionably a part of the Per-

fIan, if not of the old Affyrian, -mpire; for ve know, that it was und.r
the doninion'of CAMI-IOSRAU; and Dionoatus, we find, afferts,. that the
kingdom of Troa;s was dependent on AfjJ)ia, fince PRîAM implored ar4d
obtained faccours from his Emperor TE U TAME s, whofe namc appiOaches
nearer to TAHMU 'i.'s, than to that of any other Afy rian monarch. Thus
may we look on Iràn as the nobleQt Ifland, (for fo the GreeAsand the Arabs
would have called it), or at lcafL noblef .'ninfula, on this habitable
globe; andif M. BA1 ..LLY had fixed on it as the Ailantis of PtA-ro,i he
might have fupported his opinion with far fIronger. arguments than any,
that he had. adduced in favor of New Zembla: if the account, mde.ed, of
the Atlantes be not purely an Egyptian orUtopian fable, I fhoildb'e more
inclined to place thern in Iràn than ip any region, 'with which I am ac-
quainted.

IT ray fcem ftrange, that the.ancient hiffory of fo diftingWufied ar Em-
pire fhould be yet fo imperfealy known; but very fatfisfaaory realons ma-
be afligncd for our ignorance of it:. the principal of.ihein are the fuperficial
knowledge of the Greeks and .ews, and the lofs of Perfian archives or
hifLorircat corpolitions. That the Grecian writers before XENOI i-ON,

hiad no acquaintance with Perfia,. and 'that all thieir accounts of it are wholly
fabulous, as a paradox too excravagant.to be ferioufly maintained; but their
conne& ion with it in war or peace had, indeed, been generally confined to
bordering kingdoms under .feudatory princes; and the firfi Perjian Empe-
ror.whofe life and chara&er they :fem .to have knowri with tolerable accú-

racy, was the great Cy R us; whoin I call, without fear of contradiaion,
CA1KHSRAU; for I lhall then only doubt that the KHOSXAU of i1D AU.s

was the CyRaus of -the firf Greek hifiorian, and the Hero of the oldef po-
litical and moral romance, whenI doubt that Lours Quatorze and Li, i s

the Fourteenth were one andthe fame Fench King: it is utterly incredible,
that two diffcrcrit princes of Perfia fhould each have been born in a foreign
and hollile territory'; fhould cach hayé been doomed to death in his mídan-
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