~ Ouw-the Hiffoty of the Ancient Perfians.,. - ) 1'6;9'.
tion o difunited and fo unlettered as the Tartars: I meanthat, which Ei«
ropeans improperly call ‘Perfia, the name.of.a fingle province being appliéd
to the whole Emipire of Iras, as it Is correttly denominated by the prefent
natives of it, and by all the learned Mufelmans, who réfide in ‘thefe Britifh
territories. . Lo give youan idea of its largeft boundaties, agreeably to my -
former mode of defcribing I ndia, Arabia and Tartary;, between which it -
lies, lct us begin with the fource.of the great 4ffyrian ftream, . Euphrates, '
{as the Greeds, according to their cuflom, were plealed to mifcall the Forat ) -
and theénce defcend to its miouth in the Green Sea, of Pérfian Gulf, includ- -
ing in our line fome confiderable diftrifs and towns on both*fidés of the ri-.
ver; then, coafting Perfia, properly {o named, and othet [7anian provin-
ces; wecome to the delta of the Sindha or Indus; whengealcéndingto the
mountains of Cafkghar, we difcover its fountains and thofe of the Faikur,
down which we-aré condufted to the Cafpian, which fornerly if entered,
though it lofe itlelf now dn the fands and lakes of Khwdrezm: wenextare
led from the fea of Khozar, by the banks of the Cur, or Cyrus, and along
the Cancafean.ridges, to the fhore of the Euxine, and thence, by the {cve- -
13l Crecian feas, to the point whence we took our departure, at no confide-
rablc diftance from the Mediterranean. . We cannot but include the lower :
Afia within this outline, becaufe it was unqueftionably a part of the Per.
fan, if not of the old Affyriany LEmpire; for we know, that it was under
the dominion 'of Caixnosrau; and Dionorus, we find, aflerts, that the |
kingdom of Troas was dependent on Affyria, fince Priay implored and
obtained ficcours from his Emperor TsuTames, whofe name approaches
nearer to Taumu ‘Kas, than to that of any other 4/fyrian monarch.. Thus =
may we lock on Irdnas the nobleft [fland, (for {othe Greeksand the Arabs
would have called it), -or at leaft nobleft peninfula, on this habitable © -
globe; andif M. Barrry had fixed on itas the Ailantis’of Prato, i he
might have fupported his opinion ‘with far-ftronger. arguments than any,
that he had.adduced in favor of New Zembla: if the account, indced, of
the Atlantes be not purely an Lgyptian or Utopian fable, 1{hould be more’
inclined to place them in Irdn than in any region, ‘with which I'am ac-
quainted. : L . R U

It may {eem ftrange, that theancient hiftory of {o dittinguithed ao Em-~
pirc fhould be yet fo imperfeétly known; but very fatisfaltory reafons may
be affigned for our ignorance of it:. the principal of.them are the fuperficial
knowledge of the Greeks and . Fews, “and the lofs of Perfian archives or
hiftorircal compolfitions. That the Grecian writers before XENQruon, '

had no acquaintance with Perfia, and ‘that all their accounts of itare wholly
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fabulous, 15 a paradox too extravagant.to be {erioufly maintained ; but their
conneftion with it in war or peace had, indeed, been genérally confined to
-bordering kingdoms under feudatory princes; and the fn_'ft Perfian Empe-
ror,whofe life and charater they feem to have known with tolerable acci-
racy, was the great Cyrus; whom I call, without fear of coptgadx&;on,‘
Catknosrau; for I'fhall then only doubt thatthe Knosrau of Viavauss
was the Cyrus of the firlt Greek hiftorian, and the Hero of the olﬂ-cPc po-
litical and moral romance, -when. I doubt that Louvis Quatorze and Lewis
the Fourteenth were one and the fame French King: itis utterly incredible, . .
that two different princes of -Perfia fhould cach have been borr_x in %fqre}gn .
and hottile territory; fhould cach havé been doomed to death in his infan- -
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