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as trustworthy as any oath. I wiil not
betray you: in your sehomes I willinoi-
ther mddilolr mar. Gi'ye good night."

And, sheathing his sword, he waiked
away vith as light and careliss an air
as if lie had not been the moment beforo
eigaged in desperato combat. Anthony
Babington vent back to his feliow-con-
spirators, nortified and huibleid.

THE briglit morning sunlight was
streaing dlown througlh the brancihing
trees in the woods of Fotheringay, and
glisteninig on the dew besprinkIed pmîeic
of a gallant-looking cavalier, who,
vrapped in his emibroidered cloakz,
walked thouglitfully up and down. Pre-
scntly, frim between the trecs behind
hini therc steppeci forth a graceful mai-
donly form in mantland wimple. This
fair vision, with briglit bite cyes, rich
glossy brown tresses, roseate cheeks
and lips that might tempt an anchorite,
tripped up silently and snilingly te the
cavalier and laid a snall white hand
Upon bis arm.

"Hugli 1 " she said in a soft, low voice
that was music itself.

He turned round, cauiglt ber in his
arms and imprinted burning kisses on
her dewy lips. Sle struggled from his
embrace, her face suffused with crimson
blushes.

"Pardon me, darling Kate," said lier
lover; " bat oh ! 'tis a worid of time
since I saw thee last."

"Why, how foolish thou art, Hugl,"
the naiden replied with an arch simile.

It was only three Neekzs ago."
Ah ! yes ! " sigied Huglh Iuntley.

But those three weeks were an age to
me, unlighted by those briglt twin
stars."

Flatterer l
Thon know'stIflattornot, myKate,"

he said, lifting hcr soft, ddinty hand t 
his lipsi Inut tell me, sweetest how
is thy royal. mistress ?

" Sicic iost te eath," the maiden
replied, the tears suddenly springing te
her eyes. "If they would but lot lier
alone, meseemeth sle will net trouble
them long."

Poor lady l'' said Hiug Hilutley,
Heaven pity her 1 Do they continue

to persecute her still ?

" Ay, do thoy, the fiends i " oried Kato,
witlh flasii ng cyo, clenching hor little
hand. " Yea, wvorse than over. Two
vilo women, inj ions of the roya Engiish
harridan, have Leon appointed her nun r-
ses dnri ng her illness; but thir soie
function is to worry and porsocto her
night and day ; for thoy never leave her.
11er onemaies hope to kili her by this spe-
cies of torture and avoid the odinn of a
public oxection."

Fieionds I " exclaimed lntley, his
hand involuntarily seoking his sword.

But, dcarost Hugh," said the maiden
clasping his aria vith both her hands.
and laoking up to himx with a tonder,
anxious gaze, " I woIud giro you a wvord
of earaest counsel. Thore is a wild, on-
thusiastic young ian încamd 3abingitoi,
a gentleiman ofDerbyshiro, whohbasbcn
corresponding with my royal mistress.
I fear thatl he and othors as rash and
foolish as himself, arc engaged in some
wild and desperato plot, which can only
end in ruin to themseives, anti, 1 lear, to
the poor .queen. It lias reached mne,

Hugh, tliat this Master is a
friend of thine: Oh i beloved, assue
me that thou'st not mixed thyself up
with this mad conspiracy."

, Foar not, swoct Kate," replied her
lover. "Tiey souglt to tempt me, but
in vain. I vouldi die to sccurethocquen's
freedon and restoration te lier throne
and the banishment or death of the de-
testiblo bastarci, Murray. But I have no
inten tion of throwing nmy lifo into a ceom-
moni lazard with theso liair-brained
dupes, who arc wlkiing blindfold along
the straight road to the scaffold."

Thank God ! " murmured the niidnci.
Whiat further conversation passed bo-

tween these two il is noedless to relate.
Thoir tailk, uttored in low, soft, tender
accents, was such as lias been familiar
to lovers in all ages-talk acconianied
by gentle pressure of the, hand-and it
naybe of the lips, too. Never you mind.

Huglh Iuntley avas waIking down
Ludgate Hill next day, when lie encoiuit-
cred a brother Scot. The latter stoppcd
hiin, exclaimiig:

"Hey i Airnserig," (so Hugh vas
always called on his ancestral estato),

where hac yobeen this age? Ali your
friends arc mnissing ye."

IIn the country. Any news ?"
"Terrible news, man. Poor, nad


