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Prom the Nonconformist.

Secession to the Church of Rome appears
st now to be the order of the day—a very
Latiral result, wo should say, of the doetrines
sopottnde d durmg the Gorham controvergy,
and ol the legal decision by which that snit was
alinately closed.  'Fhe ‘U'ractarians are nirea-
dy Romanists in prinerple, and, perhaps, it 1s as
well that thev shonld heeome so, as speedily as
wossible, in poswian - Fhe Rev Mr. Allies, rec-
or of Launton, Oxon, and the Rev. Byre Stu
art Bathurst, of Kibworth, Leicester, have re-
signed  thew eeclestastical  preferinents, and
songht rest for thewr disturbed conselences n
the Papal commuaon. It s reported that the
Reman Catholie Church 1s gathering strength
prodigiously 1 these vealws; and, if by
strength, wen -b and protension be meant, we
have no doubtthat the report is true.  Roman-
istm externally may be flourishing, but Roman-
1sm, considered-as thie symbol of priestly inter.
vention for men’s safety hereafter, and as the
tvpe of prelatical pride and power, neither 1s
vor can be what 1t once was. ‘T'he age is be-
vond it.  Individualism is too stgong for it, 1t
iades m the hght. It becomes ratmpant only
when surrounded by ignorance.  We have no
trar of Rowmamsm as such  "The principles of
that system which tind a rezpouse 1n huwman
nature, tay, perbaps, be developed in  sotne
more msidanus torins—but the sway of the pa-
pal power, we teke 11,15 dvawing toa close. It
15 o longer a hving veahty, and. 1n the course
of a few years. will_prove to be hittle better than
aname  Rowanmisin is the dead skin of a once
formidable thing,

Not even.in Jreland, we think, notwithstand-
g the Synod at ‘Phurles, can the prospects of
Romanisin be justly held to be flattering —
Shall we give a reason for our remark? We
ean 1 one short sentence, “4%he DBruanaia
Dridge 1s completed”  Ireland is now within a
day’s easy distance from the metropolis, and
soon, theve can be fittte doubt, the Sub-manne
Telegraph willstor all the purposes of important
mtercommunication. ink together London and
Dublin - Who does not furesee changes of a
cheering character, ns the result.of these tri-
wmphs ot physical science 2 ‘I'hrongh the Bris
tannia I'ube whit new hife and hght will, in
process of tune, pass hence 1ato the sister 1sle ?
Ireland will be as famihar known to our chul
dren, as 1t was obscured to our fathers—and
when know will be proportionably cared for.—
‘I'hat stupendous work of Mr Stephenson, which
has just been happily completed—ivhat is ¢t but
the stretching out by-Great Bruain of her right
hand to litt poor, degraded lLreland from -the
dostz  And with such aid 10 store for her, no
priesthood will be ablo for long to keep Ireland
in spintual slavery,  Steam and electricity defy
all-attempts to return to the darkness of medie-
val times  U'lley are the harbingers of freedom,
political-and evelestasueal, all the world over.

A propos of lreland. 1t-becomes us to notice
Lord Clarandon’s visit to Ulster. '['he quab-
ties of that statesman are now beginning to at.
tain for'him the respeet which he deserves.—
His reception at Beltast was enthusiastic,—
Royalty herself could hurdly have been more
cordinily greeted. Lord -Clatendon, in s
speech at the banquet given 1n his honor, ran
over some of the signs:of wnprovement which
the country he governs has lately exhibited.—
‘T'hey dre most graulying. A diminution of
crime, and even of panperisin, a slow but steady
developinent of the wealtlvot the soil, reviving,
industry and commerce, nnd an unprovement
1n the tone of pupalar feeling, are now topies 1n
a Lord-Laentenant’s speech. We think great
credit 1s due to Lord Clarendon for maintaining
n the .worst of tunes, an even-handed impartia-
Iy, and gathering around law an atmosphere
of popular respect. Tt s plain that he is govern-
g Ireland—a new thing in tnodern days.

Corning back to our own fingdomn, we natu-
rally take the manufacturing districts. in gur
way. Let.us stop a moment at Manchester.—
A conference has just been:held there, for pro:

moting what is termed “associative labor"— |,

The following resoluuon  will ‘best.explain the
object of this synod. It is to the eflect that
“the reports reccived from the delegates present
fully- coroborate the eviderce previsusly existing
as-to the rottenness of the present comypetitive
system in trade, and prove that association for
ca.operative Jabor and the establishmentof mnu-
tual exchanges would-be the best means of im-
proving the condition of the working classes.”
‘Strange inlormation was disclosed to the publie;
by some of these delegates, and wild and vision-
ary-may be the ideas entertained by some oth-
ers—but these mea are practically engaged in:
solving ‘tho ost interesting of all.the social
questions-of the day, and so far as they-have
truth -and veason on their side, we most fervent-
ly wish them #God speed.”

One word on another topic, and we will pass
at once to foreign affuirs. Lientenant Gale, 1
reports be correct, has. lost his life jn achieving
that gredtest-of-nbsurdities, a balloon ascent on
horseback. Safely he had mountedsto-the skies
and.safoly he ‘hait got-back again ioearthi—
His horse was detached, and while he was
preparing to disengage the imprisoned gas,
the. French peasants who held down the enor-
mous machine, mistaking his gestures, let.go
the ropes. lustantly it shot upwards, and ow-
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said that the ballaon was found at one place,
und the liféless bedy of Licutenant Gale at
another, Let us hops that this calammty will
put an effectual stop to such insane and pur-
poseless. hardihood'|

Our French weighbois seem to be scareely so
mercurial,or desivous of further political ehanges
as our diily journals would fain male vs out
tuv be, Phe absence of enthusinsm for the per-
son of Lonis Napuleon, accompanied with due
respect fur he office he holds, is but a counter-
part to the proceedings of the Councils General
of the departments  These bodies, which were
elected by universal suflrage, and may ot un
faitly be regarded as expressing the opinion ol
the people, have geverally required a revision
of the constitution, without, however, pvinting
vut the delects that need amendment; aod, i
the majurity of cases, expressly urge that it be
done in a legal manner.  From this and other
indicatious of public opiuion 1t may be conclu
ded, that the French people are averse to any
new aud sudden organic changes, and are dis
posed to wait until 1852 before such ques
tivus aie again agitated. But whatever
may be the course of evenis during the next
two years, we fear that legislation will not run
in that course best calculated to promote ie
welfare of the nation. While DBourbonist and
Ouleanist elaims are moulded in the true catch
peuny style, the President seehs to bribe sup
port by lints of what Government will do fur
the people, not in.the shape of just legislation,
but by means of public weiks and patronage
We tremble for the nation whose cliief inagis-
trate can openly, and without condemnation.
avuw such a principle of government. It is la-
meuntable to find both rulers and ruled runuing
round in the same vicious circle which has
heretofore ended. in the ruin of both.

The-affaivs of Germany have been further
complicated anew by the revolution in Hesse
Cassel, which. resulted in the flight of the
worthless Sovereign and his-dishouest prime
Minister. Jt would appear probable that the
Elector wjl! appeal to the Federal Diet, now
sitting at T'rankfort, for assistance in re-estab-
lishing his absolute authority, and will obtain
it. But as the authority of that body is only
ackoowledred by a-section of the Germnan Gov
ernments, and as prussia stands at the head of
an entirely independent confederation, it is ob
vious thnt the-decrees of-the Diet cannot be en-
foreed without involving the risk of a conflict
between the rival powers. The Elector having
appealed to'the resuscitnted Diet, his emancipa-
ted.subjects will, no doubt, put themselves un-
der the protection of Prussia. This must bring
matters to a crisis between the contepding
states, unless the fear of an open rapture should
at length bring about a compromise.

Impaticnt of the inactivity which it has been
obliged to observe during the last few weeks,
the armny of Holstein, recruited and re-fitted,
has once more resumed the offensive agninst
the Danes, The partial but sanguinary en-
gagement at ‘Missunde, however, has dota lit-,
‘tle else than prove the strength of the Danish
position, and the folly of further operations on
the-part of their assailants. From the fact of
the Holstein general having fallen back, we
should hope that he has arrived at this concla-
sion. DBoth parties might, without disadvan-
tage await the result of negotiations, which
must, after all, settle this aggravated quarrel,

In the United States, the-free-soil struggle in
Coangress has, for the moment, been almost lost
sight of in the.excitement caused by the.execu-
tion of Dr. Webster,.and the arrival of Jenny
Lind. The splendid ovation that awaited the
arrival of the fair sdngstress, could scarcely be
equalled by any loyal displays which this or
any other European country can produce.—
Jenny Lind, by the force of her genius, still
more by the unaffected goodness of her charac-
ter, has won for hersell a place in the hearts of.
Amcrican republicans, which Absolutists might
regard with envy-—a genuine homage to natute
and art combined.

THE EARLY-CLOSING MOVEMENT.

It speaks well for the times through which
we are moving, that the public mind is becom-
ing aroused to the consideration of those social
anomalies which so serivusly affect the condi-
tion of the people.  Urgent as is the importance
of great political movements and. changes, they
but indirectly touch those social-and domesti¢
wiongs which, interlaced with our dearest in
terests, are the occasion of so much unknown
misery. The neglect of these more private
maladies.is [raught with.dauger to the commu-:
nity at large. Lying below the surface, and
not meeting: the general.eye, their corroding
power becomes quickened. They weaken, at
once, the physical and moral condition of sn-
ciety. They are a sefious -bar to the more
commanding movements of the: age. ‘I'hey
ery loudly and rigliteously: for public sympathy.
and assistance. :

in another part.of our paper wiil be found a
letter from the Secretary -of the E-ily-Closing.
Assoctation, which-claims a careful and earn-
est perusal. From its contents we find that.
in the metropolis alone, upwatds of a hundred
thousand young persons are deeply injured by,
and that uo less than a thousand-lives are an-
nually sacrificed to, the fearful eflects of the
late-hour system. What, then, wmust be the
aggregate amount of wvictims. throughout the

ingto some accident not yet explained, itis

.

United Kingdom ?
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[ is difficult to overstate the many-coloured
forms of evil, both physical and woral, which
attend upon this greatsocial wrong.  In regard
to the employer, it stimulntes and pampets an
all but insnuable thirst for gain, and, as a cone
sequence blights.the inoral and religions sym-
puthies  In regard to-the employed, by a slow
bul certain process, it saps tho vial power of
health—stouts the ntelleetnal faculties—~dries
up all vetigious principles—~beguiles 1o unwon-
ted and destructive  stimulantis—pushes the
soul forward toa co partnership with vice—
converts our common manhood inte a material
machine, and lays the foundation for a future
generation characterised by siekliness, sordid.
ness, and every variety of social misery, If the
cry from the counter has prevailed here and
there to ameliorate this sad state of things, it is
as nothing compared with the broad mnass of
evil which yet vemains to be assailed and de
stroyed.  ‘The more recondite and mwalignaat
features of the case have, as yet, hardly been
touched  "T'bat lust of wealth, which deliber
ately shuts its cyes to the serious evils it en
genders, will not be readily trned fiom its
course  Multitndes of vietims will, alas, be yet
immolated before the power-of public opinion
will be able to call 4 blush upou the face of this
MeNSIrous wrong.

There is, however,a method.of summary
dealing with this i atter, were it but earnes'ly
and resolutely st about. There is reason to
believe, taking an average of the United King-
dom, that the profitderived hom business trans-
agted during late hours 1s very slender, barely
meetiug the needful outlay, and in many in-
stances attended by a posiuve loss. Such a
busiuess, then, upon its own merits, had bettes
be suctificed ;  but much mwore when it is re
membered that none of it fieed be lost if a gen-
eral early-clesing were adopted. "The line of
policy’ which the public-should pursue.is mani
fest. © No actual wreng, but au gieat public good
would be effected, did dll heads of fitmiliés for
the futurn aftogether abandon evening-shopping,
and. deal only with those tradesmen who close
their shops at an early hour. Let compmercial
rapaeity be thus firmly rebuked.  Show to this
intense form of sellishness the weakness of -its
own position. Sec that the emply shops of those
who “will be rich,”’ at whatever mentnl and
moral cost to soriety, read to them, a significant
lecture.  In a word, encourage toithe -utinost
those traders ‘who really care for the young
men in their employment,and you at-once stab
tho old miserable system in its very-vitals,

[n the eantitne, not only the -press; but the
pulpit, should deal directly and pointedly with
this matter.  Ministers of veligion par excellence
have the power to grapple with these great so-
cial questions. They-comne as once within the
range both of preacher and pastor. Thatis a
tatng theology and a lax supervision which can
not come into- close quarters with thiis crying
wrong. Why not cultivate the kind of oratory
which tales its illustrations.from, and offers ap
indignant protest against, these flagrant +vils?
Thers are few things on a large scale tha. dre
doing greater detrunent to the:progress.of a ro-
bust réligion. ‘I'he power of the pulpit nged - be
heard in no measured tones decrying-that rank
injustice which-is perpetrated under-the cover
of commnercinl economy and industry. The
young men of the metropolis, nnd, indeed, of the
United Kingdom, with significant earpéstness
nvoke this” aid. ‘I'he genius of tho gospel
throws.its shield of*protection around*these eap
tives of excessive toil and-morbid-cupidity. T'o
the Christian church it-furnishe$ a.wide and:no-
ble sphere for. the éxerciso of: tha highiest philan.
thropy. We know that so®B.munisters and
churches have not'been wantingin this matter,
and we take leave to press npon all who have
not yet waged war upon this specificevil to bend
their energies towards its extinction,

“T'here 1s much-in the aspect of the times fa-
vorable to a combined movement in: this-direc-
tion. The young men of-this:kingdom will, at
no great distance.of time, be.in-possessionof the
political fianchise—societies for their .micntal
and moral improvement are rapidly being de-
veloped—the inward eye of sodiety is -turned
wistfally towards the rising geieration.  Small,
however, will'be the benefit they will reap from
these auspicious events 1f they remain.mentally
and-morally chained to the inexorable deinands
of the counter. Since.the time- of their émanci-.
pation seems.approacliing, let unabated and in-
creased effort hasten a consummaltion, which
will elicit the deepest gratitud » thousands,
who are now the all but help ‘aves of a
dishonorable and vicious system.— o,
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SACERDOTALISM AND STATECRAFT.
The Synod of Thurles has ciosed its imnosing.
:elebrations and its mystified debates. ‘The
parliament of primate and prelates, with its as-
sisting judges and doctors, generals of ordets,
and -consultive but non-voting priests, aud its,

up. The archiepiscopal cathedral.of Tipperary,
18 restores , itsordiaty © dim religious light™
and quietade. The accounts of the pageants
that have crowded its precincts during-the iast
‘month.read like a chapter of medival history,.
or of & book of continental travel. We English-
men of the present day-cannot realize the scenes
that bave been passing.among ourlellow.citi-.
zens,.and within a day’s:journsy——procession ot
ecclesiastics of cvery grade, from the Papalle.

‘of that day. ne .
first duties-he has had fo perform should have

retinue of acolytes and choirsteis, hps.broken

ald

ety of vestment; from-the jewelled robe and
mitre that dppressed their venerable wearers, or
sat hghtly oo the BecketJike John of Puam,
half priest  halfdemagogue, 1o the serge and
sandals of the friar; and least.of all, the kneel-
ing crowd, enger 1o touch the consecrated gor-
ments, or be overshadowed by the hands that
distribuie blessings.  'I'o clerical conferenses we
are accustomed dnough, byt not to pubhe par
geunt and secret deliberaiion, The one would:
exeite amongst s no solemnity, and the other
only distrust.  The Synod. however, has.allowy-
ed the subject of 1ts conferences and the.sib.
stance of its decisions to become known. T'he
nctunl resolutions adopted are on their way to
Rome; there to receive the sanction of the hend
ol thiy imperium in imperio ; but-they are un-
derstood to condemn the Queen's Colleges ps
dangerous to the faith and orals of the Catho-
lie youth, to forbid ecclesinsucal connexion-with
them, aund to recominend the iustitution of a
Roman Catholic College from the contributions
of ‘the farthful. ~ Acting -at.once on their spirit,
two of the prelates have refused the inspecting
functions offered them by the Government,
‘Ihus ate sacerdotahish and siatecraft com-
pletely at cross purposes; for such, we believe,
are the terms that c_orrccdy deseribe the parties,
or rather the principles, at variance, The col-
leges were founded in pursuanceof the cherish-
ed policy of modern statecrafi—that of either
subjecting all religious institutions to govern-
mental influence. or destroying the influence of
those institutions on the people.  Compelled to
abandon, or postpone, their favorite project.of
endowing the Catholic clergy, our politicians te-
sotted-to a tenative methol of loosening their
hold on the educated youth of their communion,
A strictly secular seminary would disarm, it
was expected, the suspicions of such as preferred
religipus independence to State subserviency,
and infallibly enlist all the noisy, shallow Lib-
eralisin of the nge. In the latter particular it
has certainly becn successful.  Whosver has no
creed and -no Church to care for, or values reli-
‘gion-only as-the cheapest of conservative influ-
ences, is warm in admiration of the scheme, and
loud in its defence. It hus fairly aroused, how-
ever, the sngacity it was intended to outwit.—
Sagerdotalism, that claiins to bo the only au-
thorized ministry of religion, claims also to be
the sole instructor of religious youih, [t is per-
fectly cansistant —it woull be” unfaithiful to'it-
self il it bated a jot of its demands,or paited
with even a symbol of its-authority.  Standin
to'men in the plode of God, it must also-stanid
to the child in the place of the parent. The
children of tho faithful ate the childien of the
Chnreh.  From.the lips that pronouice. admis:
sion into the fumily of God, they should receiyo
their first lessons in the knowledgo.of mnan.—
Not till they have reached that age wheu the
reception of new. opinions -becomes daily ‘more
improbable, shotild they be suffered to escape
from pastoral supervision. They who aspirélo
do s0 much for man, should undertake to doev-
erything fot him—especially -to* educate hiip.—
Ifit be suid, that such « claim, so -pushed,
would reduce itself to-an absurdity, and -man
to.a murtnur.or a.maching,ve are not concerned
to answer the remark—if it.bp urged in bghalf
of the opposite systemn, we return.it. For, in~
deed, the essentinl principlesof sacerdotalist

and of statecraft are the same—they woul,
.both deprive man of himnsel{ in subjecting him.
to society, sacred or seenlat,  Wae have ho fenr
of a return to the bondage of thie Chufcheive
are glad.to witness any rebuff’ administered to
the encrouchinents of the State. ,By the antag-
onism of the two, we may escape to-a third po-
sitfon—that of diguity and comnpleteness—indi-
vidual independence and voluntary unity.—25.

REV. G. €. GORHAM AT BRAMPFORD SPEKE.

Tae Rev, G. C. Gorham commenced.his
miuistry pt Brampford Speke, on Tuesday evep-
ing (Sept. 10), by assembling the vatechumens
at the vicarage for instruction on Comirmation ;
aind, on Wednesday, by a publiz lecturé, in-the
parish-chuich, on Babtism and on Coiifirmatioi.
'On the [attér occasiod, he gave ndtice that-Ye
should’ agnin-expect-the youny peaple at. the' vis
earage-on Friday-evening ; thathe shoula‘read
the 'L'hirty-nina, Articles next:Sunday- morning,
Septemper I5th ;. hut that (on. account of the
length of the ceremony:of reading it jn the
morning) he should not preach tili the afternoon
It is remarkablé that the very

been on this long litigaied subject, and  that,
100, by ‘the officidl direction -of the bishop,;i;d'—
dressed to'the “Ministers of -the -parish’ of

| Brampford-Speke ” individually, on the:24thi-of

Aungust; although, in the letter addressed 1o

tie churchwardens of the sapge parish, on.the
16th of August, the bishop iuconsistently #ex-

pected that he (the Vicar) will not preach on the
subject at.all:”~ Western Temes. ‘

‘The Exeter correspondent-of the Patrict de-
scribes the scone in Bramplord Speke Church,
on'Sunday last :—* Many people came from.a

long distance-; thejlittle -churen ivas-crammed

to-overflowing, und, as un official life, the out«
far exéeeded in nember the ins. Mr. Gorham
looked well.and-undaunted. 1n the morning 1
understood that he ‘read himself in In.the

afiernoon._he réad. the prayers, avd after that
the several declarations which .are enjoined 9
‘be made in such cases, adding, at the close,

gate to the parish priest, arrayed in every vari.

‘that he requiested the churchwartens and' cer-



