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proximity ii drended. Tto general pre.
valenice of the impression that substances
like arseniu or strychnine are deadly poi.
sons under ali circuistances, further
illustrates how firmaly the masses hold to
such unwarranted prejudices. Many
peoplo hold up their hands in holy horror
when they learai that their physician bau
prescribed theso inedicinal agents for
them.

Two distinct schools have naturally
developed amaong those who difeicr as to
the correct maeaning of this word "poison."

Thte one holds that a substance only
becomlles a poison when, by its ininate
clcnical nature, it causes impairment or
destruction of fuiction.

The other asserts that only a cer-
tain fixed class of substances, such as
hydrocyanic acid, corrosive sublinate,
worpline, aundi others that arc capable of
causing serious etects when absorbed by
the humant systen in conparatively simall
qiuantities, can b terned poisons ; and
tlat drugs of this class possess certain
native proporties for the destruction of
function not found in substances reputed
iert.

The latter description, it would scen,
is enitirely too narrow and restricted. If
wu accept it as tho logical definition,
then ali thoso substances not included
among the arbitrary poison must, of
course, he reported as innocuous-and
mnany of those substances reputed inert
operate in precisely the same manner as
those termed virulent, when taken into
the syatem in unusual quantities. For
example, opium, when absorbed by the
systemi in overdoses, causes death for the
reason that it then becomes a narcotic
poison ; strychnine, because it becoones
a narcotico-irritant, and arsenic tti
irritant poison. Now the mode of oper-
ation of one-half pound of counon sait
whîen taken into the stousach, is psecisely
the saine as that of tive grains of arseanie.
Both cause death for the reaison that in
the quantities mnenationed they act as
pdwerful irritants on the sentient ex-
tremities of the nervi of the lining
maeabrante of the bèluod vessele, threby
producing a fatal impressiont symattl-ct.
cally upon the general nervous systemn.
In this instance, why sharinki froua calnsg
common salt a poison, simlaply because ai
inuch larger quantity of it than of arsenic
is necessary to act fatally ? Both these
substances in the quantities ientionaed
operate ia precisely the same aanner,
caus'ng suspension of life by overcoming
the vital forces. Tiae natural conclusien
in, therefore, that a substance in a poison
in relation to mani, in the actual sense of
the word,only when by its innate chemical
nature it causes inpairmnt or destrue.
tien of function; and fron this it
muet be decided that no substance cati be
termed a poison per se.

Among medical men the following has
gerierally been accepted as an authentie de.
tinition of this word "poison." t reads:
"A poison is a substance capable of destroy.
ing life whena, taken intertudilly or applied
to the surface of the body, without'acting

as a purely iaeciaunical irritant." This,
haowever, is open to the saine objection
that it at once fixes a distinct claus of
substances as poisons under ali circumt.
stances.

The word "a deamdly poison." forai a
phrase very generously abused in nàews.
paper accounts of casualties by poisoning.
Aimîonia, water, copperas, or saltL of
tartar are made to sutier under the sanie
horrid epithet as the dangerous alkaloids
or mnercurials, when accidestally respon.
silile for serious results. This temin

lsould bo used only in describing those
drugs which aire poisonous in very simall
quantities.

The old aphorismi, " One ma's food is
another iîant's poison," is nicely illustrat-
ed in the fact taut niaîiy valued articles
of food, sucl as lisa, oysaters, race, straw-
berres, craniberries, apples and nany
others, often cause a formis of poisonîing
characterized by eruptions of the skin
terned 4'urticariai," wheni agested by
certain persons who aira iicapauble of
properly assimilating these palate-pleasing
foods.

When this worl Il p soi" is conisidered
in its mncre general significance, indepen.
dently of its relation to main, the faet of
its beinig aîn indefinito relative word witlh
only ast approxismsate moaning, is clearly
demionstrated in the circumstanco that
certain species of bird satiate themaiselves
with the berries of deadly nighît shade,
finding in then nourishment, asnd goats
eat with impunity the leaves and pods of
straumoniumii; so dangerous te mant, this
lerb is to them, as it were, a rare and
tempting delicacy.
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Tie pharaacist is often called upot
to dispense odd chemnicals, and if lie were
to keep :anythiinîg like the assortmaeit ia
stock that lie msay have calle for occas-
sionally, lc would soon find his shelves
stored withs goods in soae instanices likely
te spoil and in others to be unsalable. It
is astonishing how ofteni phsarmnacists let
custoaners go without once remmcnbering
hait on their shelves are aIl the cheinicals

necessary to produce easily and simply
the required article. And if a givei
substance is wanted in the forma of solu-
tions, its preparation would ofton require
but a minute.

The pharmacist, by so doing, can easily
make a reputation for hiiself in the
manufacture of these goods, and one cati
bften heair people say, «Vo will go to Se
aknd So's pharma :y, for if he hasn't got it
in stock lie will make it for us." It is
astonishing how soon such things becom
known, and when known, what a power-
fui influence they are towards building
up a tradesnat's business.

Tte writer calls to, mind an itist.%nce of
a physician who, after going tIhe rounds
of tise. stores, imquiring for subiodide e
bismlutils caue to the establishmnenît wile

lic (the writer) was employed, and in.
quired for the article. lio wns told that
it was not in stock but could bea made for
himi within a certain timne. At another
time lae wanted iodido of lime, and then
sacharrated iodido of iron, and thus
becane ai regular customer. Another
tiue a certain photographer came in and
asked for chloride of lead and sulphate of
lead. ITe wa told that they were not
in stock, but would bu made for huai.
This gentleman aifterwards took particu.
lar pains to send peoplo to the store.

Elsewhere, in an article on the remnedy
for the specialty nuisance, the writer has
said thaat there is no place where a
pharmaacist can so casily make a reputai-
tion for hisielf, ao place where lie cati
occupy lais sparo timne ta so much advan-
tage, as in iaboratory work. And- this
work cati be donc.without neglecting the
mercantile part of lis busiies. It ii siot
the purpose of this article to advocate
the smaking of chemicals in the drug
store, for the reason that in maost cases
they cati b purchascd fron reputable
manufacturers for as little monoy ais they
cai be made for by the plasramiacist. And,
therefore, there is no argument in favor
of makinag them on the ground of
economy.

But witih odd chemuicals it is different.
The plarmaeist cannot asfflord to buy
theni, for the sale would not justify, and
in anost instances they cati be prepared
from thosa chenicals carried in stock,
and many of tihen cat easily be made.
Take, for instance, the lithium salts."
Ilaving the carbonate of lithium in stock,
the pharmacist is able to supply the
citrate, salicylate, benzoîte, borate, etc.,
if in solution, in a few minutes. And lie
cat, alse, easily prepare the salts thsem.
selves wlei so desired. The samse is truc
of the anniinoiui. salts, also of those of
potassiuu and sodium.

Soute years ago, whiile cmployed in a
piarmacy where iany prescriptions cati-
iang for solution of benzoate of ammonium,
10 grains to each dramn, wero filled, tie
writer luul his attention called to the
insolubilit.y of the preparation -as sold inu
the market. This is entircly due to the
salt beiag of acid reaction instead of
alkaline, as directed in .te Plharnaco-
poia. Of course, solution could be
cifected by liat, but it would crystallize
out when cold. This ditliculty was re-
nedied by adding amnonia in slight
excess. li order to overcoine the trou-
ble, a permanent stock-solution was; made
up, cointaining 10 grains to the dram.
Titis solution was made by taking the
proper amount of benzoie acid and water,
applying heat, and adding ammonia to
slight excess, tiltering, and addinig water
to make the proper volunie. Thus we
were able to dispense these prescriptions
rapidly and-properly. It in an old prac-
tice, and a good one, to keep ai 50.per-
cent solution of acetate of potassium on
hand for dispensing. Such a solution
keeps well and is easily muade.

It is astonishing whiat a number of.
chemicais the pharmacist can propare
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