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proximity is dreaded. The general pre.
vilence of thy jwpression that substunces
like ursenic or strychnine are deadly poi-
sons under all circumstances, further
illustrates how tirmly tho masses hold to
such uanwarrauted  prejudices.  Many
people hold up their hands in holy horror
when they learn that their physician bas
prescribed theso wedicinel  agents for
thewm.

Two distinct schools have naturally
developed among those who differ as to
the correct meaning of this word “poison.”

The one holds that a substance only
becomes a poison when, by its innate
chemical nature, it ciuses impairment ov
destruction of function.

The other asserts that only a cer-
tain fixed class of substances, such as
hydrocysnic ncid, corrosive sublimate,
worphine, and others that are capable of
cuusing serious cffects when absorbed by
the human system in comparatively small
yuantitics, can be termed poisons ; and
that drugs of this class posscss certain
native propertics for the destruction of
function not found in substances reputed
inert.

The latter desoription, it would secm,
is cutirely too navrow and restricted, T1f
wo accept it us the logical definition,
then all those substances not included
smong the arbitrary poisons must, of
couree, he veported as innocuous—and
wany of those subatances reputed inert
operate in precisely the same manner as
those termed virulent, when taken into
the system in unusual quantities. For
example, opium, when absorbed by the
system in overdoses, causes death for the
reason that it theu becomes a narcotic
poison ; strychnine, because it becomes
3 narcotico-irritant, and arsenic an
irritant poison. Now the mode of oper-
ation of one-hunlf pound of common salt
when taken into the stowach, is preciscly
tho same as that of tive grains of arsenic.
Both cause death for the reason that in
the quantitics mentioned they act us
powerful irritants ou the sentient ex-
tremitios of the nurves of the lining
wembrane of the Uood vessels, therchy
producing a fatal impression sywpatheta.
cally upon the gencral nervous systesu,
In this instance, why shrink from cathing
common salt a poison, simply Lecnuse a
iuch larger quantity of it than of arsenic
is necessary to act futally? Both these
substances in the quantities mentioned
operate in precisely the same manner,
causing suspension of life by overcoming
the vital forces. The natural conclusicn
is, therefore, that a substance is a poison
in relation to man, in the actual sense of
the word,only when by itsinnate chemical
nature it causes impairmint or destruc.
tion of function; and from this it
must be decided that no subistance can be
termed a poison per se.

Awong medical men the following has
generally been accepted asan authentic de-
finition of this word “puison.” Ttreads:
“A poison is a substance capableof destroy-
ing life when taken intecuntly or applied
to the surface of tho body, without acting

as a purely wechanical irritant,” Thie,
however, is open to the same objection
that it at once fixes a distinct class of
substances as poisons under all circum.
stances,

The word : “a deadly poison” form &
phrase very generously abused in nows.
paper nccounts of casualties by poisoning,
Ammonia water, copporas, or salts of
tartar are made to suffer under the same
horrid epithet a8 the dangerous alkaloids
or mercurinls, when accidentally respon-
sible for scrious vesults,  This term
should be used only in describing those
drugs which are poisonous in very small
quantities.

The old aphorism, *One man’s food is
another mun's potson,” is nicely illustrat.
ed in the fact that many valued articles
of food, such as fish, oysters, rice, straw-
berries, cranberries, apples and many
others, often cause u form of poisoning
characterized by cruptions of the skiu
termed “urticarin,” when ingested by
certain persons who aro  incapable of
properly nssimilating these palate-pleasing
foods.

When this worrd * paison” is cousidered
in its more general significance, indepen-
dently of its relntion to mun, tho fuct of
its being an indefinite relutive word' with
anly an approximate meaning, is clearly
demonstrated in the circumstanco that
certain species of birds satiate themselves
with the berrics of deadly night shade,
finding in them nourishment, and goats
cat with impunity the leaves and pods of
stramonium ; 80 dangerous to man, this
herb is to them, as it were, a rare and
tempting delicacy.
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The pharmacist is often called upon
to dispense odd chemicals, and if he were
to keep anything like the ussortment in
stock thut ic may have calls for oceas-
sionully, he would soon find his shelves
stored with goods in somu instances likely
to spoil and in others to be unsalable. It
is astonishing how often pharmacists leg
customers go without onca remembering
that on their shelves are all the chemicals
necessary to produce easily and simply
the requiced acticle.  Aund i€ a given
substance is wanted in the form of solu-
tions, its preparation would ofton require
but a minute.

The pharuiscist, by so doing, can easily
make & reputation for himself in the
manufacture of these goods, and one can
often hear people say,  We will go to So
aud So’s pharma sy, for if he hasn’t got it
in stock he will make it for us.” Itis
astonishing how soon such things become
known, and when known, what a power-
ful influence they ave towards building
up & tradesman’s business.

The writer calls to mind an instance of
a physician who, after going the rounds
of the storeg, iuquiring for subiodide of
bismuth; cawe to the establishient whicre

ho (the writer) was employed, and in.
quired for tho article, Ho was told that
it wus not in stock but could be mnde for
hiw within a certain time. At another
time ho wanted ijodide of lime, and then
sacharvated iodide of iron, and thus
becanmic n regulur customer. Another
timo » certain photographer cawe in and
asked for chloride of lead and sulphate of
lend. He wus told that they were not
in stock, but would be wade for him.
Phis gentleman afterwards took particu.
lar puins to send peoplo to the store.

Blsewliere, in an article on the remedy
for the specialty nuisance, the writer hus
said that there is no place where a
pharmucist can so casily make a reputa.
tion for himself, no placo where ho can
occupy his spare time to so much advan.
tage, as in laboratory work. And: this
wark can be done.without neglecting the
wercantile part of his business, Tt isnot
the purpose of this article to advocate
the making of chemicals in the drug
store, for the reason that in wmost cases
they can be purchased from reputable
manufacturers for as little money ns they
can be made for by the pharmacist. And,
therefore, there is no arguwment in favor
of wmuking thewm on the ground of
economy,

But with odd chemicals it is different.
The pharmacist cannot aflord to buy
them, for the sale would not justify, and
in most instances they can be prepared
from thoso chemicals carried in -stock,
and many of them can ecasily be made,
Take, for instance, the lithium salts”
Ilaving the carbounte of lithium in stock,
the pharwacist is able to supply the
citrate, salicylate, benzonte, borate, ete.,
if in solution, in « few winutes. And he
can, alse, casily prepare the salts them.
selves when so desired,  The same is true
of the wmmmonium, salts, ulso of those of
petassium and sodium. .

Some years ngo, while cuployed in »
pharmacy where many prescriptions eall-
ing for solution of benzoate of ammonium,
10 graius to each dram, were filled, the
writer had his attention called to the
insolubility of tho prepuration .as sold in
the warket. This is entircly due to the
salt being of acid reaction instead of
alkaline, as directed in the Pharmaco-
pruin.  Of course, solution could be
cHfected by heat, but it would crystallize
out when cold. This ditliculty was re-
medied by adding ammonia in slight
excess. In order to overcome the trou-
ble, a pcrmanent stock-solution was made
up, containing 10 grains to the dram.
This solution was made by taking the
proper amount of benzoic acid and water,
applying heat, and adding ammonia to
slight excess, filtering, and "adding water
to make the proper volume. Thus weo
were able to dispense these preseriptions
rapidly and-properly. It is an old prac-
tice, and a good one, to keep a 50-per
cent solution of acetate of potassium on
hand for dispensing. Such a solution
keeps well and is easily made.

It is astonishing what a number of
chemicals the pharmacist can prepare



