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TOPI(IS.OF:_T:HE WEEK.,

Franee has paid ol apother Javge sustal
meut of the War Indomnity, snd asn conse -

@acice 1 getting freo from the Gevtown

army of occupation.  The one dreaig of all
i that counisy of seatless spliits i+ 10 hve
yovenhge for Sedane They may get more
ihan they espect ithoy try wyain.

The comiwe mesting of the Evangelical
Alliance, t2 bo hold—m New York towards
the ond of next jaonth, is clearly eausing
some stiv in veligious eireles. Many di~
tinguizhed visitors from the Old Werld aro
oxpected on that oceasicr, and every one
reckons on what our neighbors call a “good
time.”

The Gladstoro Ministry izgradually losing
its powoer in England, and it would not be
at all surprising for the Counservatives to bo
reinstated in power, at least for & ghort time,
under thoir old lcader—really backed for
the first timo by n workmng majority 1 the
Houscof Cotnmons. Whoever many happen
{0 be the Prime Minister of England now-a-
days, & veactionary policy i3 impossible.
VWili they or will they not, they must}all go
forwaxd.

The “Gordon” matter still atffords mate-
rial for very spread-eagle articles to Min-

nesota Editore, Al sensible pecple on both |

sidestake the matter with an amount of
coolness which wmust be provoking to the
Lditorial mind in the latitude of St. Paul's.
Why skould they not? There is no mate-
torial for & quarrel in the whole question,
let the most wrong-headed juvenile struggle
as hhe may to rouse, as the phrase goes, “the
national ueart.” The people on both sides
have too much good sense anl Christian
foeling to quarrel over a matter so cvident-
1y to besettled and settled satisfactorily only
in a court of law.

Every report from the diffexrent sections
of our country givesmo: aund more positive
statements in reference to the abundance of
the Canadian harvest. Therc 1s, 1n short,
every prospect of bread enough and to spare
within all our borders. Feavs have been
disappointed. ‘The most sanguine lopes
are in the frir way of being more than real-
ized. Canadiaus have specinl reason for
thankfulness at such a result of the agricul.
tural lavors of the year, for a deficient har-
vest this year would inall hkelibood have
been but another name for a cormmergial
crisis, and a very large amount of suffering
and loss.

The Pacific *Scandal”™ has entered a
pew phase. Parliamenthas been prorogued
in circamstances new and unprecedented in
the history of Canada, and a Royal Com-
mission has been issued to threa Jadges,
dfessrs. Day, Gowan, and Polette, 1o take
evidence on the subject and to report to His
Excellency and to the Speakers of the Sen-
aie and Commons, so that an carly Session
of Pazliament may be held immediately
afterwards . consider the whole matter.
It is exceedingly likely that the accusers of
the Ministry will not go before this Com-
mission, but will wait till Parlinment meets
¢0 press their charge.

The civil war still rages in unhappy Spain.
The Carlists reckonup some suecesses, but
they make no such headway as they wonld
have done had the gereral feeling 1r favor
of the old dynusty been to any extent so
powerful as has beenrepresented. The de-
basing influences of ages of civil and reli-
gious despotisin cannot be got quit of in aday.
TLat the final issue of the struggle will be
some more or less modified form of Re-
publicauismn there can be uttle doubt. A
¢ hlessed restoration ™ may perhaps bopart
of the righteous judgment with which Spain
isyet to be aftlicted, but hat that will be
permanent under the wretched Dourbons
who still, in all theu Lranches, leart nothing
and forget nothing, cunnot be believed by
those who wateh the course of wlea and fecl-
ing gathering strength ou ail hend-. Every-
where, whether for goad or for avil, the

people are comiug to the tront, and individ- |

uals favored mevely by buth and descent
ave less and less counted upcn. In Spain,
as elsewhere, the sins of the fathers come up-
on the children in suffering and confason,
but Dou Carfos s not guing to bo the heaven-
sent deliverer,

A CENTRAL BUILDING FUND.

There is nothing more evidentl - veeded
for the vigorous and effective ennving on of
ho vaoovs departments of chareh work,
than » central builiing fand——a thang which,
we rather tuspeet, is not possessed by n
ringle Presbyteriay hady in Canads. We
ghall not be too saro about the churehes in
the Lower Provinces, but as fux as the two
in Ontario and Quebeo are oconcerned, we

are perfectly certain. The result of this

e

§ b hoen that the prwgess ol the gamse du
sany localites Bis Feon far fessaapad and
satesfaczory tae it wenld otherwize have
Pewtr; ated fhust the betifsof ot a for e
T on diseourseed in their efforts ut o tend-
irg and concolidgatimg the chwck wm the
newes distiiers of anr hand,

The plaa of » vding depatations to beg
for funds 1s eentindly nn connd and dis-
paeveable oue,  Nothing ean well be more
trviny than thut of the anfertunate deputy
who has to go feam door to door stating his
vuse, aud claiming the asistanwe of the
. wealthier brefluen, Tt i3 s trial which few
but the mest coutageous of mwen will facey
moye than ence in the eourse ot « Jife tine,
The upologetic, hndf paupex feeling thut
is upt to come uer one is apy thing hut
plensaut, while the trestment received i3
not seldoms such ex to calt for the livelicst
exereise of long suffering weckners, On
the other haud, the plan is found in practical
opurntion to bu 2o uncqual, vexationd, nod
sometimes o provoking for those who
are: oporated on, that they are almost ready
to feel as ws if they djd well to be angry.
Generally the samo parties in each locality
aro always called upon, and to refuse and
to comply in not a few cases may be equnlly
perplexing and unsatisfactory. There is ne
time or oppartunity to examine into the
relative importanco and efficacy of diffe.
rent appeals. There are xomeans of ascer.
taining what may be the ability of the
people seeking help, what wmay have been
the extont to which they have helped them-
i selves, and how much they may still be pre-
. pared to do, f a certam amount of assiste
| ance were secured, A giver is very much
‘ in such eases acting in the dark, with nothing
| to guide him excopt naturally very partial
., and very favorable representatious, The
whole is spasmedic, disagreeable, and in not
a few cases actually injurions. If the can.
: vasser happen to have personal friends in a

place he may manage to interest them in

his eause, and from their representations

and mfluence he"may secure a very hand-

some sum ; while another not so blessed
¢ with acquamntances way be sent empty
" away though bis case may be a far strouger

one, and the general weifaro of the body far
) more mvoived in lus gettng hberal and
, speedy assistance.

v So mueh bas this been felt that again and

again & central building fund has been
i talked about, but it has gone no farther
y than talk, Such a fund in our estimation
| is quite as necessary as any of the schomes
I of the Church for which regular contribu-
| tious are solicited. In many parts of
{ Canada the erection of the first cheap
church is the great difficulty, and the delsy
in accomplishing this has been fatal to many
a promising Presbyterian cause. If there
fad been a regular building fund mueh
| trouble would have been saved, and also
much additional liberality would have been
called forth. Presbyterian oneness would
have been more mamfestly and practically
exnbited, and kind words, kind inquiries
and a little scasonable and kind assistance
would have given many a young cause a
start which would have carried it success.
fully through. In the great Presbyterian
Church of the United States such & fund
has been found to work admirably, while
| with the United Presbyterian Church in
| Scotland, the fund for liquidating dabt and
| for church extension has been in many eases
| aslife from the dead. The help given has
} beon often large and important, but the
! sympathy exhibited has been far more
!eﬂ'ectivo. It nas brought giver and re-
cerver more directly into contact as engaged
in our work., and made many accomplish
with ease what, if left to themselves, they
could never have thought of attempting.
All over the newer districts in Canada the
need of such a fund is greatly felt. The
| verv snecess of the missionaries and students
make that need the more evident. It isnot
well to send our misionaries on collecting
tours, and & mere general appeal to the
liberality of friends through magazines or
newspepers in favour of any particular sta.
tion wull seldomn amount to much. Ve
rather suspect that Home Mission Funds
could not be lemtimately taken for building
purposea.  And what refuge is left but that
for which we plead? Cases in Muskoka,
cases away iu the Lake Superiox region;
cases down on the Ottawa, &e., are all more
or less pressing, all deserving hiclp, all de-
mauading it, with the risk of great and posr-
manent mpury af 1418 long withkeld ; while
tv meet all these we have nothing syste-

wmatic, no scheme by whuch local effort auny
‘bc stimui-ed to the utmost, and at the
same e seasonablo and effective help
secnri-1.  We hope the leading liberal and
weadtly frisuds of Preshvtenanism will Jook
to this, and gave and arrange as the impor-
tance of the matter demands.  Many wounld
be only too happy to give if they had the
opportunity, who would not put Jown their
ugmnes on a subscription book for a cause of
which they knmow nothing, whilo wise and
active business men in different localilies
wight do an amonnt of gocd in the practical
woerking out of the scheme which would be
absolutely incalenlable, We have an in.
cressing number of zealows and devoted
sludents, prescliers and misisters, whose
hauds guglt to. he, sd thoir

e e —

hearts enconraged, by befuy amude to fecl
that in their Jabow 2 they o seckon on the
sympithy and ssitaticn of the whole hods.
Theaw i 110 weeasion £ wait for ruch a fand
being forandly oxganined. 3 ams wire
specially sout in fo My Keid, to Le adioie
itercd till next Assembly by the Home
Mission  Coratpittes, the scheree  would
apeedily fake shape, and the whle Chach
would soen Feel ft2 quickening and strength-
ening power,  Wlach of onr wealthy men
will be the first to stari 2 schemn wheh
would from the Hiret be recoapized ax one
of the most pepular and cifective exganizo.
tions for the advancrinent of the Presbyte.
rian Chwich in Capada?
MBI R Wy

WALDENSES.

*Flho internst folt in  the history and pre-
sent condition of the Waldenses has been
very genexal.  That singular people have
come to bo much more widely known than
many far more mwmerons, fav wealthier,
aud, to sl appearanecs, far more important
communities. In all Protestaut conntries
their fame has been spread abroad as that
of n people who “kept the faith when all
our fathers worshipped stocks and stones.”
Their history has beer a mowrnfal yeta
most glorious cne, telling of what more
than fiendish cruelty could deviso and exe-
oute, and what simplo faith and quenchiess
zeal could both dore and endure. DBut
while wo in Canada have o general idea of
the past record of those who never buwed
the kreoto Baal and nover kissed his
image, the iden is vague and unsatisfactory
compared with what it ought to L., If we
knew more of those simple Christiaus of
the Alps, it would be bettor for them, and
it would also bo greatly better for our.
selves. Wo rojoice therefore at the visit of
the Rov. Matteo Prochet to this conti-
nent, for the purpose of diffusing informa-
tion on the subject and seeuring subsorip-
tions for earrying on and extending the
work which God very ovidently is putting
to the hands of these children of the val-
leys. Mr. Prochot gave anaddress last
Lord's day evening in Gould-street Chureh,
Toronto, nnd we are sure we spesk tho
conviction of every vne present, whon wo
say 1t was good to be there.

The written documents of the Waldenses
are generclly understood to extend as far
back as A.D. 1100, though some modern
experts in theso matters affect to question
this, “With the dawn of lustory,” writes
James MacIntosh, ““we discover some sim-
ple Christians in the valloys of the Alps,
where they still exist under the ancient
name of Vaudeis, who, by the hight of the
New Testament, saw the extraordinary
contrast between tho purity of primitive
times and the vices of the gorgeous and
imperial  hierarchy  which  surrounded
them.”

This Chureh has been the object of the
special and bitter hostility of Rome, and no
bloodier chapter in the bloody history of
that mother of harlots can be found, than
that which tells of the exterinating raids
upon the humble dwellers in these secluded
Alpine valleys. Thirty-six distinet perso-
cutions are recorded, every one of which
hiad in view either their ntter extermina.
tion or their absolute sabjugation to the
Pope. The instruments employed by Rome
in this fiendish work were the Dukes of
Savoy, the ancestors of the present King
of Ttaly. 1t is not for a newspaper article
to record the various St. Dartholomews
enacted against these poor people—indeed,
it is hard to beliove that man's inhumanity
to man could ever go so far as it was wn-
doubtedly carried in 1655 by the armed and
sacred soldiers of the Holy Father. *Chil.
dren,” says Leger, an eye-witness, “torn
for their mother's breasts, were seized by
thoe feet and dashed agsinst the rocks or
walls, which were covered with their brains
while their tender bodies were cast on the
common heaps ; or one soldier, seizing one
limb of these innocent creatures, and ano-
ther taking hold of tho other, would tear
them asunder, beat their mothers with
them, and at last throw them into the
ficlds. The sick and aged, both men and
women, were either burned in their houses,
or lterally cutn peces; or, stripped of
their garments, were tied up like a ball,
with their heads between their legs, and
rolled over rocks.”

Then was the time when Olivea Crom-
well, by o long way the greatest sovereign
that ever England knew, interfered in his
own effcetive manner, and Milton gave ut-
terance to the mdignation snd hoenror of the
age 1 the imperishable hnes beginning *—

‘Averye, O Lord, iy slaoghtered saintx, whoso
bones
Lio scattercd on the Alpine mountatnscold ;
Flent thom who kops thiy falth so puire of old,
Whoen ail our fathers worshipped stocks and
stones.”

Words these which tell not only of indig.
nation, but which breathe a prayoer most
strikingly being answered in these latter
days. Had Cromwell lived, he would have
beon the effective protector of these simple
saints. But the great chieftain died, and
then succeeded s time which no English-
man, o whoan Englaud'a bonor is dear, can
over think of - but with » blusk and sigh; o

tise when the Lead was distoleed by fatal
license, and the henytless and contempt-
ible Cliaxes the Seeond only passed avay
tode sceceded by one, i posible,  still
more hewtless snd contemptible.  No
sore hupe, appavently. wae theve fox the
Tandeiv.  Past horrols wowe oven i
proved owin the toxrible timesthat sue
croded, 43 they cuimivated fu the dreadful
[domgfs of 136-2,  Yet thexe people were
not deatroyed. Napoleon the Fivst for o
short e gave them frevdony, and then, in
1813, by the “bleased” 1estovation of kings,
they wnk back again in bondage. All the
old penal faws wexe revived, Rome was
oneo more in the aseendant, and forzot not
its old feud. But better tnmes at length
came round.* The great carthquake year
of 1838 bronght at Jast hiberty to the val-
leys, sud the overturnings of 1859-61
apened all Italy, with its twenty-two mil-
lions of people, to the evaugelisc efforts of
this Church in the wilderness, which,
though on fire so often, has remained to
this day unconswmned.

We are not aware what may be Mr.
Prochet's subsequent movements or the
length of the stay he makes in Canada,
but sure wo fre that tho more the past his-
tory and present condition of tho Chureh
he represents are known, just so much the
more may he reckon on the active sym-
pathy and assistance of all who love the
good canss for whose sake genoration after
generation of those noble Yaudois were wil-
ling to suffer the lossof all things, and brave
indignation and cruelties infinitely worse
than death, The Rev. Mr, King, Toronto,
will take charge of any sums sent him for
the Waldenses.

LAKE SUPERIOR AND PLEASURE
TRIPS.

The nowspapers of the States, especially
thoso that may be called “religious,” teem
at present with letters giviug descriptions,
moro or less graphic, of sights and scenes
met wath in  thoe course of summer travel,
Among the rest, an American D.D. gives
his experiences of Lake Superior, aud his
ideas of 1ts attractiveness as a placo for
summer holiday-making. Gradually the
peoplo of Ontario aro begiuning to appre-
ciate $ho splendid opportunities for recro-
ation which lie conveniently to  their hand,
without wheir hiaving to travel far or be at
much expense, and owr neighbors ave, if
pussible, before us in the discovery. At
least, if Dr. Rockwell is to bo taken asa
specimon, the North shore of Lake Su.
perior will have an ever-increasing number
of summer visitars.  In a genoral way the
Doctor gives his opinion of the district in
the following termns :—

“For the tourist and the man in soarch
of healthful recreation, thore is not & more
delightful trip thau that to Lake Superior
by the Georgian Bay.”

We have only room for tho following ex-
tract, which may lead some of our readers
to go and seo for themselves. The Doctor
spent two or three weeks at Prince Arthur's
Landing, greatly to the advantage of his
health, and lns personal enjoyment as well,
The fact is, we in Ontario have no need to
run away down to Murray Bay, Cacouna,
and so forth, were it not that it has como
to be thought the right thing to take the
longthened journey and incur the great ex-
pense theroby involved :—

“The passage,” says Dr. Rockwell, “by
the islands of the North Shore, is through
many narrow and intrieate channels, and
brings us through scenery of marvellons
wilduess and beauty., lintering the St.
Mary’s River, we paunso for a while at Gar-
den River, where is an extensive Indian
Missiear, and reach the Sanlt Sta. Marie
just as the bells of the chapel ave tolling
for evening service. We enter the canal
which leads avound the Fe° 8, after niune
o clock, and yet the twilight is so strong as
to enable usto road the tune from our
watches.

“The Sault is a beautiful rpid of about
n mile in length, around which the Indian
still enesmps, and in which he mey bo scen
in the morning in his light canoe In search
of white fish, of which the very best are
taken just hiere.

“After entering the broad waters of Lake
Sapertor, the English steamers mako a
northwesterly course for DBatchoewaning,
where a mail is to be left, then for Michi-
picuten Harbor, whtere 1s n station of the
Hudson's Bay Company. But the great
point of interest here is the island bearing
the same name, and lying twenty miles dis-
tant, which is a perfect marvel of beauty,
with its land-locked harbor, and its little
fairy islets, some of whsch look like flowor
gardens burned to stone.

“But the grandest scenery perhaps on
the whole Lake, 18 found at  Nipegon Bay,
whore we reach the forty-ninth degreo of
latitude., Entenng it by ats westermanost
channel, we are for more than sixty miles
passing through a series of 18lands of the
wildest and most ruggzed chavacter.  Imi.
mense walls of rock, basaltic palisades,
weird and strange figures among tho head.
lands iills erowned with primeval forests,
and a sease of awful aud eternal eolitnde,
serve to mako the whole scene ono of sur-
passing interest and beauty.”

We regret that in the commnunication on

Mission Work in hMuskoka thero wors aeva.
ral typographical errors. For * town,” the
last word in the. fixeb paragraph, read Zion.
In tho second paragrapl, *house for the
mission,” it should bo wninister., In the

fourth paragraph for five aites, read ! 10b,

]

THE PRESEYTERIAN OHUTOR 1y

THE UNIIED STATE

.

The Chureh formed by tho Unfoy of i
Ol and Now Bchool is the largest e J,l:
tezian organization in the world, lel‘
date of the dth of Augnct of s v, ar thf
followiuy officind ~adistics wayeo ﬁul\h,!,.\j

which speak for thewselves !

SABON e arcnerare cvsrrvrerve vasncs .
Lresbyterloy covaisiiviracan,. ., eans :‘
Codidetes o, ol siviieee i, L, !‘.z
Licentintediaac o0 o0 vinriis saas .f')
MinIsteds covervin veeves eoinene 4\“
Thcensiyss  veenivenaa, : :\
Ordinations. . ’;
Instaitations ceeee.u.s ll’;
Pastoral dissolutfottse. oo coiavins ol &
Miul-tersrecolt ed fiom other bodles. . .. | by
o Qmbedte o0 Y
* decensed. oy cvevirean vann.. ,','3
CHUYCHER o vt wiinrerarnnnnacispranres sore 4&;
o oxganizédiiiienin i, |,;
. di~~olved . .... e e e
*  recewved fromr othor Bodies,, . d.;
te dismieaed to “ "o,
Added on exanmination ......... Ay
oo cortiticato ... .. »}),.;,,-;;
Counnunfcantsee..... .4
Taptism of adulta. A
N ¢ Infantse... . o W
Sunday-school members..c.. coooo ... 2035
CONTRIDUTORR,
Homo MEBs{ons. ..o vevieiiet cvivnnn 8200
Forefgn . . e sl 50y

Education.. ........ )

SN

Publlcation...... L
Ciwrch Ereotlon.. . 1013
RelfefFund . .. oo e SIAN
Freedmeor: . o 0
Sustentationeescesionees ooy oo LAY
Genernl ASSOMDIYeaevieiicivnnnns ooiinane 31633
Ministors' Salur¥ecsesecsersvrvaercconscane BI51557
Sseameots . LI e

Total. .ov... . 83,6200

Ainisters aul Chavehes,

The induction of the Rev. Gustavus Mun-
ro to the chargo of Knox Church, Embro,
took place on Tuesday Inst, aftor which a
feetival was held on the grounds adjoining
thechurch. TForty years have elapsed since
similav festivities took place in Embro—

Tho Rev. George Boll, L.L.D., having re-
signed his charge in Clifton, owing to ill
health, was waited upon on Wednesday,
the 2%rd ult., by o committes, and present.
edwith a purse of 8287, Much regret is felt
by the inbabitants of Clifton in Josing one
who has beenso highly useful and respected
by all parties.

A couple of wecks ago the C. P. cungre-
gation nt Wellington Squaro presented their
Iate pastor, the Rov. A. Milue, with a purse
containing 385. The presentation was made
by the Rev. R. N. Grant, Mr. Milne's pre-
decessor, in o very happy speech. Mr.
Milno expressed his surprise at receiving
such a handsome gift, after the numerous
tokens of their good will mauifested on
previous occasions.

Oue by oue, says the Bexlin “Telegraph,
our holiday-secking citizens are returning
home again. The Rev. Mr. Dickie, who
formed one of n camping-out party af the
headwaters of Loke Joseph and other lakes
in tho Muskokn District, appeared in his
pulpit on Sunday last, looking ever somuch
better of his three weeks' “roughingit.”
My, 3. King, Barrister, who was with the
samo party, nud wasm poor health before
he tried tent Bfo and yacht cruising among
the islands of these besutiful Iakes, returned
on Tuesday last considerably improved in
health and strength. Both gentlemén,
who are brown as bricks, spoak in gloving
terms of the onjoyableness of their trip,
barring the mosquitoes and black fies,
which, owing to tho wetness of the season,
were pretty troublesome. But the fishing
and shooting, wo are told, were oxcollent
and the breezes of the lakes, even during
our hottest days liere, unconumonly fresh
and bracing.

INDUCTION AT ST. LOUIS DE GOX-
ZAQUE AND VALLEYFIELD.

The united congregation of St. Louis do
Gonzaque and  Valleylield, in connection
with tho Canada Presbyterian Church, va:
cant since the translation of tho Rev. W.
Coulthard, has obtained a settled pastor.
In the month of July last a unaniuwous
call was addressod to the Rev. A. Young:
and having been accepted by that gentle-
wan, Lis jnduction took place on Thursday,
the 14thinst. The Rev.J. Watson, of
Huntingdon. piesided on the occasion, 0“_‘1
preached a suitable discowrse at St. Lowd
from 1 Tin.iit.1. The Rev.C. M. Me-
Keiwachar, of English River, gave the usual
chargo to the minister, and the Rev. J. M
Gibson, of Montresl, addressod the people.
In the evening of the same day, & similar
gervice was held at  Vallayfield, the othet
section of tho congrogrtion. The Rev. B
3. Thornton, of Knox Church, Montreal,
preached on the ocension from S Thess. ui. 1e
and the vther pavts of tho service were col
ducted by tho Rev. Messrs. Watson and
Gibson. At Dboth places the nttendauce
was good. The sorvices were of an inter-
osting and impressive nature, and at the
closo the newly inducted minister Yeceived
a cordial weleomo fronx the people. The
settloment is havmpnious, and we carnestly
trust the Divino Llessing may abundantly
vest on both minister aud people. Mr.
Young's aidress ia Valleyfield ¥ O., Fro-
finco of Quebec.~Cox. -~ 7 - O



