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 British American Pre;byterian,”

Tho want of o ‘])ournnl dovotad to tho interosts of
tho Canngl Prosbytorian Churche~in the columns
of which, ot the samoe titno the ststor Preshyterian
Chiurchos of the Dowinion counld moeot with us, as
upon & common platfcrm, for the discusston of ]

uestious in which «ll have o mutuel intorest, rnd
or tha froo fntorchangn of sonthionts, —has long
beon folt. 'l'o supply thia.deflctonoy the undor-
sl:inod has boen inditced by the encourngoment ro.
colved from many kind frionds—lay and clorfcal—
$0 undertake the work,

Pre{orrmr to bo judged by what wo may bo ablo

to ncc.anplish rathor than protontious promises of

oxcellonclos which may nover be roalized, our ro.

gnio?co to special fonturos of this papor will bo
rief.

The “BRiTisit AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN" will
ochtain full roports of the procoodings ot Church
Courts; « comploto digest of -Ecelestastionl Intelli.
gonco~hono and foroign fully furnis} y
correspondonts: statistics of donominational pro.
gross; o cnrofufly propared summary of tho nows
of tho duy; murkot quotations at tho principal trado
centres ; and ublo urticles on Church, Religious,
Literary and Social questions.

Thoe ritovomont for Prosbyterian Union, alroml{
go auspiciously inangurated, rhall be wanuly and
persistontly advocatod; asnd wo shall mnako uso of all

ropor moans kely to disanrm projudicus, reconcile
Hmemnccs, and removo obstaclos to tho oarly con.
summation of so desivablo a projoct.

In a word we shall spare no offoris to produce a
papor which witl bo notcl for the varlety, purit:
rm!l compreliensivencss of its contonts; which w
be uscful to the peoplo, an_aud_tu the Pastor, and o
welconto visitor in thousandsof Presbytorian homes.

The *“BRITISE AMERICAN PRESBYTENIAN" will be
an Eight-prgo Papor, published overy Thuzsday, at
42 00 per annuny, invarisbly in advance: and {u.
medwtoly eftor the appenruncoof tho first number,
o thorough ganvass of tho country, from Winnipeg
to Halifox. witl bo mndo; and wo vonturo to ask, on
bebalf of var agents, a cordial recoption from Yros-
byterians throughout the Dominion.

C. BLACKETT ROBINSON,
Publishor and Proprictor.

TO CONTRIBUTORS AND CORRE-
SPONDENTS.

Lotters and articles intondod for tho next issue
should bLe in tho hands of tho Editor not later
than Tuesday morning.

All comnmunications mtst bo accompanied by the
writor's natno, othorwise zhoi" will not bo tnsertod.

Lotters for this otico should bo addrossed simply
BRITISIL AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN, Box 660, Toronto,
Canada.

Articlos not accopted will be returneq, if, at the
téme they are sent, arequest {a made to that effectund
sufficient postagoe stamps aro enclosed. Manuseripts
not so accompaniod wiil not be preserved, and su*-
gequont requests for thoeir roturn cannot be com-
plied with,

Wo invito tho active co-operation of friends in
evory soction of the Dowminion, in order to securoa
largo circutation. for tho BiurTisin AMERICAN PRES-
BYTERIAN; and to promoto tho intercsts of the

apor by furnishing carly intelligonce of Church,

llsslonury und Dresbyterial news suitable for our
columnus,

Britich Qamerican Lresbyteriun,

TORONTO, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1872,

DIVERSITY IN ORDER OF WORSHIP.

We cannot expect uniformity in prac-
tice to exist among worshippers who
have been brought up in different lands
and very different associations. Lvery
man clings, with. a tenacity proportioned
o the strength of his religious nature,
to the forms and usages to which in
early life he was accustomed. We do
not wonder then that such a diversity
exists among Presbyterians in Canada.
Still a Canadian generation is rising to
be the heads of families, and the elders,
dencons and managers of our congre-
gations, and Canadian trained men aro
gradually becoming the majority of our
ministers ; and it may be well to enquire
whether, an order of worship can not
be established among us which may
meet the tastes and circumstances of our
new and growing Church. We do not
ask for any departure from the spirit of
the Westminster Directory; nay, we
plead to carry out that spirit and to
take such steps as may he necessary to
secure & more perfect adaptation of our
worship to times and circumstances
than it suggests. We may have some-
thing to say in Liturgies at another
time, enough now to state that we do
not wish any such innovation, nor any
interference with the perfect freedom of
ministers and congregations. "We need
however, only suggest ome or two
particulars in order to show how far
the Westminster Directory is from
meeting the wanis or regulating the
practice of our Church in Canada, It
provides ¢ that ordinarily ore chapter
of ench Testament be read ab every
meeting ”  says It is requisite that
all the canonical works beread over in
order” &c., and adds that expounding
of any part that is read shall not take
place ‘<until the whole chapter or
paalm be ended.” Then in giving direc-
tion asto prayer it requires prayer to
be made * for the deliverance of the
distresced churches abroad from the
tyranny of the anti-Christian fashion

and form the cruel. éppressions and

blasphemies of tho Turks; for the bloss.
ing of God upon. the roformed Churches,
ospecinlly upon tho Chuwrches and king-
doms of Scutlund, England andIrelnad,
now more strictly and reliyiously wnited in
the splenpe league and covepant; and for
our plantations in tho remoto parts of
the world &e.” It is unnocessary to
make any further quotation to conviace
o candid repder thut complinnee with
the lotter of the Directory is not possi-
blo; or if obtained would make our
worship in this country and time simply
rinieulous,

Butif we are to depart from this
Direotory, what guide aro we to foliow ?
How shall such a divorgenco and difter-
once be promotedasmay prove offensivo
to none of our people. The American
Church has felt this diffienlty and has
wisely provided a Directory for them-
selves. Somo intelligent friends of our
Church hero 'also complain, and some
have rather gone to a Liturgical Chureh
than be subjected toallthe consequencos
of an unchecked, unguided liberty of
worship. The preparation of aDircctory
such as we need and suited to our times
and circumstances, is o work of grent
importance not to be set about lightly
or hastily. Still we think there isa
call for such n Directory, and we are
sure that such a Directory can bo pre-
pered among us and would be welcomed.

A little zefleetion on the vavying
practices which obtain among us may
help to clear the way for such an under-
taking,

For oxample, wo find somo congre-
gations begin with a short prayer of in-
voention, some withsinging ; somo stand
in singing and in prayor, others sit in
in singing and standin prayer, and oth-
ers still stand in singing andsit inpray-
er. Some read two lessons,.some one ;
some expound the chapter and psalms
read, others do not; some sing psalms
only, some Psalms and Pharaphrases;
while the United Presbyterians, and the
English Presbyterinn Churcel hymu book
are used by others. Some havo instru-
mental music, choirs, &e.; others havo
seldom a Psalm sung for wantof nleader.

Again, some lay vows on the parents
in baptisim and bind them to tho con-
fession of faith, while others satisfy
themselves with a few exhortations of a
general kind Dbefore administering the
ordinance. At the Lord's supper some
fence the tables, others do not; some
have long addresses, others simply dis-
pense the clements; some give thanks
only once, others before both bread and
wine.

* At fanerals again, prayer is generally
offered at the grave, although the West-
miuster Directory expressely says that !
“praying, reading, and singing, beth in
goivg to and at the grave * * =% =
and all such things be laid aside.” And
at marriages also a difference of rite ob-
tains,

We might numerate other things which
call for regulation but the above will
suggest many respeets in which we ay
seek more order and uniformity.

‘We ave of opinion that this matter
can be dealt with only by the Supreme
Comrt. So long as wno authoritative
guide exists, every man will seek to im-
prove for himself, and with the best in-
tentions we shell have practices intro-
duced among us which are far from com-
mendable.  If our General Assembly
were to prepare a guide and recommend
itfor usethere can be little doubt that the
majority of our best people wonld at
once adopt it. Besides, improvements
are needed, acd congregations other-
wise slow to move would be influenced
by the weight and authority of the su-
preme court, and adapt their worship
to the habits and tastos of our day.

Nor can we heed the timid ery of
those who fear to tamper with our
standards. Did not the men of 1648
boldly relinquish their own confession,
liturgy, and discipline for those which
the Westminster divines had prepared ;
and that simply because these latter
were better suited to the times and cir-
cumstances ? In holding on then to
what has wazed old and cannot be re-
duced to practice, and refusing to adapt
ourselves to our age and country, we do
not follow the example of our fathers
cither of the First or Second Reforma-
tion, but of those who opposed them
when they made changes. They are
truo to the Reformers’ spiric who refuse
to be bound by shackles just beeause
thoy are old, and to bow to the ordi-
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been served and tho ndvance of the
Churel: requires that new steps be taken
and now forms adopted, Have wo no
faith in our Ilend ¢ Was the Iloly
Bpirit prosent with those hioly men at
Wostminster, according to his promise,
and yet will Ile not deign to guide us in
Canadn in our day and circumstancos ?
We must be alive. So long as the
Church has an outward form, sho must
have outward ordinances of worship ;
but ns to the external administration
thereof there are ¢ circwmstances con.
cerning the worship of God which are
to bo ordered by the light of nature and
Chiristinn prudence, according to the
general rules of tho Word, which aro
always to bo obsorved.” Conf. I. 6.

YRIENDLY TALKS WITH PRESBY-
TELRIANS,

We like to be on tho most friendly
and confidential footing with our read-
ers; to tell them what we think and how
wo feel on almost every subjeet, and to
have thein doing the swme thing with
us in return. This answers all purposes
best, so we mean to follow it, and expeet
in this, as in other things, & reciproca-
tion of kind favours,

These readers of ours are not yet so
numerous as we should like them to be,
nor as wo expect very soon to seo them.
Still they are increasing as rapidly ag
in reason we could expeet, and while
we thank them for their kindaess, we
can't hielp asking, if, in this newspaper
vonture, they think they have done all
their duty when they have individually
handed in the yearly subscription, or
paid their five cents of o Friday evening
for the Presnyrenian, We don't think
they have; yet we ask very little more
at their hands. Somecthing more we
do ask; somicthing more we think we
have a right to expect.

In the matter of newspapers, as in
many other things, the chil iren of this
world are wiser and more practical than
the children of light. Reecognizing the
need of some means for disseminating
their principles and defonding theirprac-
tise, the members of a political party
will bo found every now and then em-
barking considerable sums in tho estab-
lishment of an organ, and showing »
hearty personal interest in its prosperity
and syccess. What influence they pos-
sess they will oxert freely to secure sub-
seribers and advertisements, and when
they can do nothing eclse they will at
any rate be hearty in their commenda-
tions and prompt in remitting their own
subscriptions.

A good many enterprizes that looked
feeble and weekly at first have in this
way been nursed into strength, and
have far more than repaid all the ex-
penditure of time and menns hestowed
upon them,

Now isn't it too often the case that
Christinn people act a very different
part in their treatment of what is called
the religious press ¢ There is nothing,
for instance, which is more generally
acknowledged among the Presbyterians
of Canads, and has been for years past,
than the need of a good Presbyterian
newspaper, which might handle sceular
matters in & somewhat religious spirit,
and afford iveans for the members of
that denomination throughout Canada
communicating with each, and diseus-
sing various matters which as Christians
and Presbyterians they are decply inter-
ested in.  Yet what effort worth while
has cver been made to have this need
supplied ?  Scarcely any; while all that
has been attempted has been by indi-
vidual enterprize, and at individual
risk, with but little sympathy and en-
couragement from the denomination in
general.

If success could only have Dbeen
achieved, many would before this been
very glad, but little in the way of assist-
ance, let us frankly say, has been done
to make that success a certainty for
those who have tried the work befor:
us. It has been thought a kind of
charity to subscribe to such a paper—a
thing to be reckoned as a condescension
and a merit by and by.

The weehly or the daily paper from
the city comes as n matter of course,
and must bo taken however much it
may ignore or even outrage all the re-
ligious side of & man's sympathies and
and interests. It may be of the earth
earthy, may bo foul with all the violent
and unscrupulous iunsolence of party
warfare, but that does not matter. It
has become a necessity let it say almost

nances of men, when their purpose has

#*

what it likes.
\
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Then the local paper must be taken
also as nmatter of course, It gives tho
local gossip, and tells what the neigh-
Lours are doivg in the way of advertis-
ing.

Aftey theso is thero xoom for anything
more?  Beavcely.  The religious or
denominational newspapor is looked up-
on as n suporfluity, perhaps even an
impertinence, and n couple of dollars a
year spent on it may often bo thought
littlo better than thrown away.

Cautiously men wait till they seo
whether or not it is .going to live, and
their caution very cffectually helps it to
die.

We quite grant that it is only & news-
paper that is worth supporting that will
in the loug run bo supported, or ought
to be, hut the misery is that the * reli-
gious newspaper’ very often does not
got o chancoe for its life.

It is not such a terrible thing, even
though one does risk a couple of dollars
as a subseription for such an enterprize
with the possibility of not getting penny-
worths for one's money. Everywhore
in other matters this is done every day
without a thought. . But with many
professedly religions men it is a rather
fornidable enterprize when the question
is the life and death of & religious nows-
paper.

People say, « We shall wait and see,”
when prompt action and hearty co-oper-
ation would give the very strength and
stability the absence of which may be
complained of, and be urged as a reason
for hesitation,

Now is such a kind of procedure
right? Is it manly? Is it business.
like? Individually wo have no reason
to complain; and we are not complain-
ing. But how many who ought to be
hearty kind friends, and willing and
energetic co-operators, ave shaking their
hends in doubt about us and our ven.
‘ture, recalling how other such undér-
takings have fared in tho past, and arc
waiting lelplessly to see what will be-
como of us and our little sheet, when a
little zenl and active cffort would settle
that question once and for all, and in
the right wuy.

We don't ask for charity- We feel
in no need of pitying forbearance. We
ask no man’s pardon for the misfortune
of being in existence. But, risking a
good deal in order to supply a generally
felt want, we thini we have o right to
look for a kind word and a little friendly
assistance.

We have not come with the sound of
trumpets, nor have we indulged in
boastful promises. We leave our work
to be judged of as it is; but we whisper,
at the same time, that what our paper
is now can give but a very faint idea of
what it may speedily become, if subserib-
ers are numerous and prompt, and if
the general support and encouragement
of Presbyterians be anything like what
it ought to be.

We have already secured many kind
friends); the number of subseribers re-
ceived is encouragiug ; friendly words
and friendly acts have not been wanting.

Credit we can’t risk. It is the high
road to ruin, so that subscriptions must
all be in advance. It is an easy thing
for us to make the paper larger when
adequate means are supplied. We
pledge ourselves to do this whenever owr
subserintion list will warrant it. Mean-
while we confidently cast ourselves upon
the support of the numerous, well-to-do,
and intelligent Presbyterians of this
Dominion, and fully reckon upon their
ready and active co-operation in the
establishment on a firm basis of a peri-
odical which may week by week be cor-
dially weclcomed to their homes, and
may help to advance effectively the best
interests of the Church and community
in ¢ this Canada of ours.”

—— e e e

Grace, through a heautiful child, is
but a child that must be upheld by the
father’s arms.

Dy. Holland, in ¢ Ditter Sweet,”
sings:
* Lite overmoro is fod by death
In carth and sce aud sky,

And that a roso may breatho its breath,
Somecthing must dle.”

The doctrine finds exemplification in
the history of his magazine, Seribner's
Monthly. 1t nas now swallowed up its
fourth magazine. HMours at Home, Put;
nam’s Magazine, and the Riverside, gave
up the ghost in its fourth year; and »
Southern periodical, the Mosaic, pub-
lished at Nashville, Tenn., has followed
in the path of its greater * absorbed
sisters,

e

TILG POWER OF TRUE GOD.
LINISS.
5 - wuathe m:._ of o vory worthy

Christian man of humble life in Scot-
land.  Whoua grown lad ho went avuth
to push his way in lifo, Soon hoe found
himself among the busy scenes of a
manufacturing city in England, whore
religious influenco was unfelt, and pro-
fanity and infidelity wore lifo, Tho
shafts of vidieule hurled at lum and the
communiontions which of neeessity he
had] with irreligions men had their
effect. S—— becamo careless, prayer-
less, churchless and Biblo-loss.—With
n conseienco far from sacred ho could
not rest; with an intelleet pov erful and
inquiring, which was supplied with
stimulating reading, he grow in pride of
reason and began to think thet the fornes
of religion to which ho had been agous-
tomed wore all & matter of prrejudice, the
resuits of an old-fashioned, priest ridden
faith, which only kept down tho poor
and served the ricl ; which with the ad-
vaneing light aud hberty of tlus nine-
teenth contury, all thinking men should
cast off as shackles upon fine thought
and chains for the working-men. e

had agreeable companions too, men who
seemed to wish for his huppiness and to
beprospering themselves and they hadno
religion. In this state of mind lie came
to the great commercial metropolis of
the United States. Ireedom plensed
Lim wmuch, aud the utter indifference to
all religious denominations by the great
proportion of those he met with, as we'l
as the inscinuous, light and flippant
character of the religion he witnessed,
when compared with his own eairly ex-
perience strengtheuned his doubts and
confirmed his irrcligions tendoncies.
Still God’r Spirit had not forsaken him ;
good wrestled with tho ovil in his inner
man, and ever and aunon in his seri-
ous moments of retrivment, hallow-
lowed memories would come over him,
and restless and yearnings after rest,
He left the city and went into newer set-
tlements, a sceptic indeed, but not with-
out misgivings as to lns now want of
faith, for some things had presented
themselves to his reflecting mind as the
natural result of the waut of roligion
which hie saw around him ; thinas which
manifestly forboded no good but only
evil tothe individual and the community.
Ho thought and struggled bLut prayed
not. Inthe course of his journeyings,
he was spending the night at o tovern
far in the back-woods. Ie supped and
was sitting reading when two young
men entered and cutting for the neces-
sary concommitants of n secinl meoting
sat down to drink and smoke und enjoy
themselves. Ie overheard their con-
versantion. At last it drifted towards
religion. Many sentements were utter-
ed similar to those which he had silently
cherished in his own bosom, but he had
never seen or heard them put in language
before. They startled him, A fine hand-
ling of Scripture with Scoff and Hunter
followed, and our two youth ploughed
at Christiang, and religivn, and boasted
that they fenred neither God nor man ;
they would enjoy the world and let hea-
ven and hell alone. While thus they
uttered profanity and blasqhemy the
soul of S——— was stirred to’its depths.
His heart was hot within him. At length
one snid, It is all hypoerisy, I don't
beliove any Christian is what he protends
to be.,”” “« That's s0,” replied his com:
panion with a coarse oath that made
the flesh of S—— creep. « There's no
such think as religion, its all a sham
and our Christinns are all a pack of
knaves and scoundrel.” S-—— could
bearit no longer, dropping the magazine
he held in his hand, he looked ncross
and said, * See here, my lads, I have
heard all your talk; I am no Christian
myself ; but T tell you yoa are wrong.
There is such a thing as religion, and
Christians who are what they profess to
be. I know it, for my father was
Christian, and I know he wasa good man,”

He rose n.d left the scorners, a wiser
man.  From that day forth better
thonghts got the mastery ; and though
the conflict was long and eruel ; ‘though
to his dying day, he may carry spiritual
scars showing where infidelity wounded
him, yet he has been for years a consist-
ent member of the Church of Christ. In
all his doubts and strayings, all unknown
to himself, his heart was held by a
father's love ; his conscience influenced
by & holy life; and his understanding
convinced by the living illustration of
godliness which 2 just and dovout father
had afforded.

A little-sin may at onco bhar the door
of heavey, and open the door of hell.

A man has not nisen very lngh who
expends his energy only in scormng and
contempt for the ovil. Tho ox will not
grow very at and strong which spends
its hours 1 tho pasture field horning
and seraping up the thistles, to the ne-
glect of filling his stomach with sweet
and nutritions grass. And so in the
church, the men who boast they can
seent out heresy in tho very hnir of o
man's head, or in tho cut of his clothes,
are very lean and miserable saints for
the most part.



