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AR and GALDIEN.

TRIS QRFAT BFNRY WALD BERCHER
AS A PARMIPR,

"ho following 1s Mark Twain's article
on Becelier's farminyy

Mz, Beechier's furm covslvig of ninety
ucreg, and {4 carticd on on strict sefentitie
palneipler. 1e never puts ju agy part of
ncrop without consulting biv book e
plows, and reaps, and digs, und 8ova gne-
cording to the authortics—and the auwthor-
ities cost more thm the other tanning im-
plunents do.  As soon ng the lbrary s
complete the farm will hegin to be a pro-
fitablo investinent.  But  book farmr
g hasits drawbacks,  Upon one oceasion,
when {t seemed morally certain that e
hay ought to Ye cut, the hay bouk counld
not be found—and before it was found it
was too Iate and the hay was all &poiled.
Mr. Beeclier 1alses sotoo of the finest ¢ ops
of wheat in thy country, but the unfyvor-
ablo difference between the cost of procue-
ing it and its market value aftee it i3 por-
luced has interfered considerably with 1ts
success us o commercial enterprive, 11is
speclal weakness is hoge, however, o
considers hogs the best game n farm pro-
duces.  ITe buys the original pig for $1,50,
aud feeds him $40 warth of corn, and then
gc)ls him for about 39, 'T'his 13 he only
crop e ever makes any money ~n, Ile
loses on the corn, but he makes $7.5% on
the biog. Ile does nol mind this becunse he
never expects to make avything on cor.
upy way, And any way it turns out, he
hias the exeitement of raising the hog any-
how, whether ho gets the worth of him or
not. Ilis strawberries would Le n com-
fortable success If the robins would eat
turnips, but they won't, asd hence the
difflcuity.

One of Mr. Beccher's most harassing
difiieulties in bis farming operations comes
of the close resemblunce of different sorts
of seeds and plants to cach other. Two
years ago hig far-sightedness warned him
that there was gomg {o be a great scarcity
of wateruiclons, and therefore he put fu a
crop of tweuty-seven acres of that fruit.
But whea they came up they turned out
to bo pumpking, aud a dead loss was the
consequence.  Sometimes a portion of his
crop gocs into the ground fhe most promn-
ising aweet potatoes, and comis up the
infernalest carrots—though 1 never have
beard bim express it in just that way,

When be bought Ins farm he found one
czg in every hen's nest on the place. He
suid that here was just the reason why so
raany farmers failed—tliey ceattered the
furces too much—concentration was th.
idea. Sohe gather  hose eggs tozetlier
and put them all u _er oue experienced
old hen.  'Fhat bea roosted over that con-
tract night 6nd day for cleven weeks, under
the anxious personnl supervision of Mr.
Beeehier hinself, but she could not ““piase”
thosc eggs. Why ? DBecause they were
those infamous porcelain tiings which are
used by ingeninug and frauduleut farmers
asnest-egas.  But perhaps Mr. Beecher's
most disastrous experience was the time he
tried to raise an immense crop cf dried
apples.  1lc planted $1,500 worth, but
never o ond of them sprouted. Yo has
never been able to understand what was
the matter with those apples. .

Ar. Beecher’s farm is not a trinmph, W
weculd be cnrsier ou him if be worked it on
shares with some ovc ; but he cun not find
avybody who is wiling to stand half the
expense, and not many that are able. Stil),
persistence In aay case is bountd to succeed.
Tie was a very infarlor farmer when he
first began, but prolonged and unflinching
assault upon his agricultural diflicuities hias

had s oficet ut last, and ho is now fast
tixdng from afillucnce to poverty,”

(Mr. Henry Ward bicceher's fann s on
the Hudzon River, Itis tilled under his
dircetions and is said not to e a financinl

suecesg, L. PArMER.)
e ————— R el

THIE OROPS IN MANITOBA

The following facts regardiog the crops
of Manitobs, wo glean from the crop re-
port of Acton Burrows, Dept, Minister of
Ag.iculture:

Sedding tiwe was favorable audl through.
out the whole Province tho season is fully
ten days ahead of last year, A great deal
of plowing was done last autamin. In the
365 townthips heard from this autumn,
1 lowing amountel to 107,163 acres, out of
300,016 acres under ¢altivation.

Winter wheat has had but limited tiial,
only 31 acres being reposted. The principal
reason given for this is, that epring wheat
yieldszo largely and is 39 successful that
furmors do not feel disposed to run any
sizk  from the uncertainties attending
winter grain, The provalence of prairie
fires is al:o mentioned asa reason for not
gowiog 1t

With few exceptions correspondents of
tho Department speak flatteringly of the
spring wheat prospecta. The total area in
spring wheat in 328 townehips is 247,305
acres, an incrcaso of nearly 40,000 acres
ovor 1S53. Secding began Ap~! 24, aund
ended May 17. The average amount of
seed used was one 'and four-fifths (1.80)
bushels per acre, or 1 bushel and 25§ quarts,
or 108 lbs. R.:d Fyfe is the principal
variety sown, though some townships re-
port emall amounts of Fyfe, White Fyfe,
Lost Nation, Red Chaff, ete.

Owing to tho uneatisfectory condition of
the marketa and the want of railway facil.
ities, about 40 per cent less oats have been
sown thero than Jast year. In somelocali-
ties dry weather in May damaged the crop,
Barley mﬁ‘er?d from thasame cause, and
this is a Jdeficit of about one.third in the
acreage. There is also & falling off in the
arees to flax, potatoes. and field roote.

Tree planting is becomiog very general
in the prairie districts. Arrangements
bave Leen made for an Arbor Day next
year.——Noxious weeds sve gaining & de-
cidedly strong foothold in meany plages,
and the Legidlature has passed stringent:
laws relating to their destruction, and com.-
pelling municipal councils to appoin path-
masters who shall see to their enforcement,

Considerable summer fallowing is being
doue for the purpose of destroying the
weeds. Ivis also found to make & more

solid baottom on which to grow wheat and
to render soils capable of longer retaining

moisture. This is of special ‘advantage in
the usually dry month of May,

CULTURE OF FALL TURNIPS,

Turnips do best in a fairly rich and
rather moist 83" New soil is good if well
prepared. Wuen this kind of Jand is se-
lected, it should be plowed early and
sallowed to lie until July, woem it should
be plowed again, and narrowed until fine,
Avy soil is good for roots which isloose
and loamy. The middie or laat of July is
the best time to sow the seed, bat if the
weather ig unfavorable, 1ater than this will
Go. I have sown turnip seed ac late as tho
middle of August, and still raised a good
crop; but gencrally I would prefer the
last of July, 1 also find it better to sow
afcer a rain than juet before it. I hiave
the ground all ready, so that when a

done without delay. It is advisable to
eow tho sccd mixed with carth or ashés,
If sown just bufora a main, the do uot need
to be covercd, but if sown after, it would
bo & good plan to drag a brush over tho
pateb. They need only alight covering
to germinate,

1 prefer rather a low place ta high land,
as they do much better in dry weather on
rather muist goil,  Tike all other rout
cropé, they are much batter if they can be
made to grow rapidly ; they should boe
cisp and tender. If the growlhisslow,
thoy get strong anld pithy. The turnip ily
is tho worat eneiny of the crop, and o pre.
ventative should be used as soon as they
mako their appearance. I uso “elug shot”
for this purpose, avd for radi:hus and
cabbages. I find it 2a cconcwmical as any-
as anything clie I can procure.-

N. J. Suernenp.
PLANTING POTATOKS DY MACHINKRY

1t seemed to me last year that iy pota.
toea wero planted and cared for in the
hest manner possible, and at the least cost
consistent with good work. But some
improvements have been made, I think,
this year, both in plautiog and after cul.
ture. It never - amed possille to me that
a mechine could bu made to drop one cye
pieces of potatoes with anything like per-
fection, and &0 [ expected 'to have to do
that job by band alway., at considerable
cost. Bat I bhave planted 24 acres of
potatoes this year with a machine that
twarked out, opened the furrowe, dropped
the seed {cut t¢ ono eyc) and covered it all
in one operation, This was the Aspinwall
potato planter, which I first heard of
through advertising columna, Ous wan
man and myself plowed aud preoar . the
ground thoraughly, and planted e pota-
toes, besides doing other neccssary farm
work, aud got through May 1., one day
sooner ban last year, when I had two
more men and and a boy to help in the
field. This is quite a saving in labor.

As far as the atraightness of rows, depth
of furrow and covering are concerned, the
machine is near cnough to perfection, It
-is also very simple, durable apd easily
managed. My machine shows no percep-
.tible wear after doing my work., The
 dropping is pot quite perfect, but it is far
Wetter than one vonld suppose could be
‘done by machinery. I have seen potatoes
dropped by hsnd much more unevenly ;
however & ekilful band could beat the
machino in. this respect. Theé makers
assure me, after four years’ trinl, that the
unevenness js not enough to make any
material difference in the yield, and I am
inclined 4r think so mysclf, after examin-
ing tho rows carefully since they came up.
However, this poiut can be best settled the
fall aftex digging, Should the unevenness
in dropping cause a loss of 3 per cent. in
the yield, I think the machine Las advan-
tages that will moro than overbalance this
lose.

When plauting, we set the covers 2o as
to make quitearidge of earth over the
rows.. After planting, the ground was
rolled, as it was quite dry, and paihs were
taken to bave the horses walk between the
rows, and not step on thews cxcept at the
ends when turning sround. Some experi-
ments kave convinced me that the yirld of
a bill is glightly injured by baving a heavy
borsestep directly on it before itis up—
o~ afterwardy, either, for that matter, The
tops grow just as well apparcuily, but the

favorable time comes, the work can be

yield of tubers is always a littlo less, and

thoy ara nokeo woll.shaped, So this year,
by having the soil a hittlo ridged over the
rows, wo have been ablu to ses them and
keep the horses between them while har-
rowing five times, except when turning.
It wac neceesary to cross-harrow once, and
then of course the horses stepped on the
biily, eotuewhat,

Avother advantage of tb's ridge over
the row, ank Jeeping the horses og it, was
that the harrow took hold, and kept the
weeds Qogn. better ia the rowe. Wecds
between the rowa do no barm if they
c-cape the harrow teeth, sy the cultivator
will tako care of them, but if any are lefi:
to grow in the row, in diill culture, they’
must be eradicated by ueing the hoe and.
finvers, where level culturo is practiced,
and this is cxpensive and unplessant work.
L ¢hould have hesitated. to harrow the
ground six titnes before the potatoes came
up, as it was nccessary to do to keep the
weeds entirely doww, unless the horses bad
wolked between the rows, for fear the
remedy would thave been worse than the
discase. 1do not think the trampling, in
moderatcly dry weather, does any barm
between the rows, where the ground is to
b2 cultivated up loose again, bt directly
over the hills, where the potatoes are
set, and where it cannot be cultivated up
looso again, it is quite & different matter.
Tho tubors must have mellow ground in
which to expand, and not hard trampled
ground. At least this is my theory to ac-
count for that which experience has shown:
to bo a fact, T, B. TzRry, in American
Cultivator.

L] Great Fatality,

The ravages of cholera jofuntum and
summer complaints among children is truly
alarmiog. The most reliable cure is Dr.
FowlersAvild Strawberry. LEvery bottle
guaranteed to give satisfaction,

For tho CANAVIAX FaRuEnR,
WEKDS,

Farmers chould carefully inquire what
weeds aro local in the section whence they
got their aleck, as those who knowingly
sell foul seeds are liable to heavy damages,
When wild mustard, and dogweed,or oxeye
daisy prevail, timothy seed should not be
purchased. Rigweed and orange hawk-
weed, travelin clover seed. Where ox-
cye daisy appears in any particular quan.
tity, it wiil be the only tafe way to plow
the field as soon as the pest comes in
bloom, aud make & very fine summer fal-
low. If this pest once gets its seeds into
the ground, it may take a generation to
get rid of it. I{ mustard gets in, the only
sure plan is to pull it as soon as it gets in
bloom, and keep the plot in gras till all
tha seeds will have sprouted ; forif un-
germinated seeds gat plowed down, they
may lie in theland for years,and come into
lifo when they are turned up sgain, Very
much mischief has been done by careless
buyers and importers. The only aafe pla
is for a few farmers-.in a neighborhood to
select their best pieces of clean, newly-
seeded grass land, and let the crops ripen
for sece, and supply the neighborbood
with a clean, guaranteed article which will
be wortb,.and for which they shnuld geta
botter price than is paid fora bushel of
screeninga made up of the small wead
trash of the conatry, - '

Now is the -time to solect piéces of tim-
athy for sced which, if ficst crop will yield
well. D, McQUALE,




