BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER

tope, seemeg copyright vecognition for Freneh anthors in
Canadat stnee Cannda as a0 pait of Great Britain and the
baw applies to hero Opposing mterests aver that Freneh
authars, te-seenre-their vights, must take advantage-of the
Canduin copyright law and have their buoks  reprinted
m-Canada and registered at-Ottawa, Further, it is allegod
that the market is very small and-that i French authors®
works b ta he solely imported the Tngh price would pre-
chude sales, wherens French-Canadion editions as low as
ten and twenty cents sell where otherwise a hook at §t
would net. Awgninst this it s wged that the works of
French-Cnnadian authors are not given just recognition,
as French-Canndian veprints and cheap Ameriean edi-
tions of Freneh authors swamp the limited market.

Let the variousanterests-affected speak for themselves,

Mr. E. Roby. of-C. 0. Beauchcrun & Fils.

** Undoubtedly the tevms of the Berne convention apply
to Canada, although they are regarded ax a dead letter.
Lam.speabing ymunst the anterests of -my busimess beeause
and the

1 feel the Freneh authn should  he protected

French-Canadian authey enconraged.  However, does the
French authar or publisher suffer mueh? The sales of
French fiction i the Pravinee of Quebee owe what sne
It we had to askh $1

matedd-of twenty cents fur a book the sale would be very

coss they limve to their cheapness.,

limited.

*In this connection the enstoqus laws ueed revision_as
vell. It seems to me that they have been made-entively
in the iterests of Outario publishers. The duty on paper
tiction is 20 per cent and on bound fiction it ix ondy 10
per cent. French fietion aa matter how gomd is always in
paper nnd bears the twenty per cent. duty. | have pro-
tested agminst ths constantly.

< To llnstrate the extent of the market our maost sne-
cesstul reprnt *Carann de Bergerne® during four years hias
anly sold shehtlv wver TO00-capies. We hal Fasquelles
French edition in stock and 1o protect that edition aggainst
We did
et register om cdiion and the Freneh edition was still
What ] advoeeate is that the  Freneh author

the Ameriean edition we printed one omselves.

mnparted.
shonld rvecetve a gust compensation and the Inw so rend
that provisien be made that the book may be reprinted in
Canada 11 he reluses.

T present the market is mited, bnt what it may be
w future 1s another question.

*The Iaw alse must proteet us against Ameriean pub-
hhers who cire reprinting the hest Frenelh novels  and
drmmas at pepular prces and spaling the Canadian mar-
ket. The Berne convention effectually provides for ts.
What we need is international copyright.  The Umited
Rtates Was tot s the Berme convention and by a spectal
arrangement with England they pegister at Stationer s
Hall, 1a aden, and seeure copynght threugheat the Empire.
Hewever it tis s et done their warks may he pillaged
by Ontane publishers.  On the other hand the Unted
Ntates ean ~teai the works of English authors it the Am-
enican copyright law s oot comphied with, To comply
with then striet Inw Enghsh authers mast print and
remister then books n the Umited States at the same thme

as the Enghish editien 15 prvpared.  In regard te Freach
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anthors-the present situation-is.an injustice to-them which
lewally can be straightened-ont sutisfaetorily,*”
Mr C. 12 Beauchesne, Montreal.

1 do not see how the terms of the Berne conveniion
apply to Canada when we-have a Canadinn copyright law,
which provides for the-printing in-Canada-and-registering
at Ottawa to sceure Canadian  copyright.  The British
North Ameriea Aet provides Cannda with a responsible
zovernent and after muceh discusston Canadu seeurved its
own copyright Iaw independent of Great Britain.,  The
question is an invelted one and Great Britain will not re-
nounce the convention.  Wiat i the use of the convention
when we have our own law fo cover that.  The principal
works that 1 print are the p oduet of Frenech authors
whose right has expired. A French author retains his
right for only forty years and it.is books of forty or-fift ¥
years-ago that Lreprint.  These are-works of a sensational
and romantie character and please French-Canandians.
Madern French hterature after Zola's style is a failure
m Canadn. My editions ave never large as the trade Is
cut.into.by innumerable printers and-the market is limted.
I do not think the talk is serious and consider that uo-
thg can-be done. Mr. L. De Montigny, a young Freach
lawyer, has-investigated-this matter for his own:publienty,
assuring all eoneerned that the terms-of the Berne con-
vention apply. 1 do usot look for any further develop-
ments.

**The-main authors 1 use are Capendu, camothe, Carr.
Navey, Feval, ete. The French publishers who ave well-
known here are Lemarve, Flamarion, Calman Levy, Plon-
Nourrit, and Juvan.”’

Mr. Amie-Geotirion,

**The French Society des-Gens des Lettres have con-
sulted me.  Whether the defendant will be the French
Canadian newspapers, theatres, or publishers,-or American
The society will urge that
the terms of the Berne convention apply.  This will be
effective against the United States as well.  Against this
the defendant will probably wye that the Canadian-copy-
right law must e complied with. The lwperial copy-
right Act applies here for books, but not for works of art,
as the interesting ease of *Witat we have, we'll hold®  at-
1 thik proceedings will undoubtedly be taken.”’

publishers is yet undecided.

tests,
Munager of the Book Departmeat of Granger Freres.
*Many of the French-Canadian reprints  at popular
They can be printed to-sell.at
20¢, whereas the French edition will demand at least 90c.
The French anthor suffers seandalonsly.  We get a good
many works from French publishers in Paris which Can-
adian publishers do not deem worthy ot pillaging. Pab-
Heations by Freneh-Canadian

prices sell like hot eakes.

authers  average two a
menth. There 1s Just as much profit from -Freneh publish-
ers as from Canadian ones.  The Canadian editions sell
mueh more mapidly and f higher prices had to be asked
sales wonld be less. Just settlement should -be-made with
Freneh authors, *? .
An-English Bookseller.

**The rights of French authors have been trampled
upon, and some adjustment should be made.  As a elass
we are uttery disinterested as there is no competition.

I trust si-test case will be masde.”?
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