10 THE BOOKSELLER

AND STATIONER

BEST SELLING BOOKS OF THE PAST MONTH.

As Reported by Leading Canadian Retall Dealers.
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MoxsTREAL, February 8.

JA.\'[‘.\R\ was rather a quiet month

with the Montreal book and stationery
trade. Some of the stores have been
spasmodically busy selling school books
consequent apon promotions in some of the
schools, but in fiction or reading material
of any description ** the newest book is not
yetout.” Zangwill's =* Mantle of Elijak **
and Crawford's ** alace of the King *" have
been published in paper and have found

some takers. °* The Duke,”" by the author
ofa ' Lunatic at Large' ; **Wellington's
Men.”* by W. H. Fitchett {Geo. Bell &
Sons); *One of Ourselves,”” by Mrs. L
B Walford (Longman's Colonial Library),
and **A Woman of Yesterday,** by Hznis
Iickson, are all books of more or less im-
portance that have lately been placed on
booksellers’ shelves. ** The Footsteps of a
Throne** is another work being advertised
rather widely. ** Eleanor' is still having
a2 pood sale, while °**Richard Yea and
Nay,™ ** Witk Ring of Shield™* and ** The
Cardinal's Snuff Box"" are by no means
dead stock.

But thechiefinterest hangs about the forth-
coming memorial numbers of the great Eng-

lish weeklies. Orders for these periodicals
have besn taken at random. Dealers have
been selling unknown numbers of The Lon-
don News at unknown prices to be delivered
at any unknown time in the future. These
special productions have been shrouded in
a gloom of mystery. Even the importers
themselves did not know what the charac-
ters of the special numbers would be, when
they would be published, or at what price
they would sell. It is now learned that
there will be three special numbers of The
Tllustrated London News, the In Memoriam
Number published this week, the Funeral
Number to come out next week, and the
Record Number, which isto sell at gs. in
England and pethaps $2 here, to be pub-
lished some time hence. The price of the
In Memoriam Number was not fixed tiil
February 6, the day before the date of pub-
lication. The Canadian retail value will be
soc. The Funeral Number will be more
handsomeand will sell at S1. It is said that
the Record Number will surpass the Jubilee
Number ; its price will be ss., while the
former notable publication sold at 2s. 6d.
The Montreal News Co. say they never had
such a rush for publications, and, although
they do not know how many copies of each
will be sent them, they do not expect to
begin to fill the orders they have received.

All this shows that, when we come down
to the fine point, Canadians appreciate the
English publications far above anything else
on the market. \What care we for special
Canadian editions of Collier's or Leslie’s
weeklies ?

American publications are losing favor
month by month. I aminformed by the
News Company that Munsey is far sur-
passed in point of sales by The Strand.
Neither is McClure's gaining in popularity.
One encouraging feature of the trade is the
increasing number of Canadian Magazines
that are selling ; its hold on the reading
public seems to be growing stronger.

E. M. Renouf, of St. Catherine street,
has imported a large assortment of sample
prayer books and hymnals published by The
Oxford Press, This comprises probably
1,000 volumes, and includes the tiniest and
largest publications, the most modest and
most handsome bindings now put on bookg
Mr. Renouf has put these in a glass case,
where his customers can feast to their
hearts” deligkt and probably be 2nsnared to
buy sometbing that strikes them favorably,

Sir John G. Bourinot's new book on
**Canada Under British Rule, 1760-1900°*
is now on the market. It will probably find
2 good sale among students and readers of
political and constitutional matters. That
it 1s up to date 1s proven by the comparison
Sir John Bounnot gives of the Canadian



