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THOE BOASTED PROGRESS OF POPLERY—IS IT REAL?

Some publications in the Popish interest, boast of the very marked progress
of Popery, and parade lonz Jists of converts, muny of them with high-sound-
ing titles.  Now tl.e question is ¢ Is the progress of Popery as great as it is
represented 1o be.”  The subject has been of late carefully investigated, es-
pecially by Mr. Lumley, Honorary Secretary of the Statistical Society of Lon-
don, and according to him, popery has not been making any extraordinary or
alarwing progress. We do not mean to enter into all his calculations. Tt is
undoubtedly true that numerically the Roman Cathelics have greatly increased
in England, but that increase i3 in a great measure owing to the influx of
foreigners, I'rench, Italians, Belgians, Poles, Germans, etc., and to the great
imwmigration of Irish Roman Catholics.  The following is Mr. Lumley's con-
clusion :

“ Individual cases o’ conversion, when the persons are ot public note and
distinguished station, bave undoubtedly occurred recently ; such examples
have indeed, neverbeen rare, and are foundnot altogether without recipro-
city.  But there is not the smallest ground for any real alarm as to the pro-
gress of the Roman Catholic faith among the 1nglish people, or that the Eng-
lish nation is about to return to the spiritual coutrol and subjection from
which their ancestors released them three centuries ago. The sccessions from
the Church of Eugland have been matter of remark ; but it will be seen that it
i3 the Protestant Dissenters, and not the Roman Catholics, that have mude an
appreciable assault upon it.”’

LEvangelical Christendom from which we quote, makes the following re-
marks :—

This may be substantially correct, and yet leave unimpaired the evidence we
have adduced, that Rome is not ouly up and doing in Xugland, but is making
veal progress. That matters might be worse is no proof that all is a3 it
should be. If the most any one ventures to maintain is that in Ingland, the
head-quartersof the Reformation, Protestantism _continues to hold her own
azainst Popery, the fact is sufliciently serious. Be the causcs what they may
~—secession from the Church of England or immigration of Irish and foreign
Papists—the attitude of Popery is beyond question more imposing, the power
of Rome is indubitably greater, in Jngland at this moment, thaun has been the
case since the seventeenth century. It there is a steady suweam of Anglican
Lvaugelicals into the ranks of Protestant Dissent, there is a streawr which
flows more intermittently, but at times with greater volume, of Iractarians
and High-Churchmen into the Church of Rome. Nor arc the accessions to
Popery to be estimated by mere count of heads: if rank and talent stand for
anything in the computation, the advantage will be largely on the side of
Rome. Is it pleasant to think of these things? Is it altogether reassuring
that the minority of Roman Catholics, so long dwindling in England, has, to
say no more, ceased to diminish ?  Is it creditable to our Protestantism that
it has net absorted the Irish and foreizners who bave taken up their abode
in Protestant England ?  Our readers will answer, No, and will ask us what is
to be done. Little or nothing, we reply, beyond deepening and clarifying our
conceptions of Protestant truth as opposed to Romish corruption, and in-
creasing our zeal in proclaiming an unpolluted, unimpaired, unobscured Gos-
pel to all classes ot the people. To look principally to the Legislature for
aid in the conflict with Rome is the most fatal of mistakes. Essentially the
struggle is one of opinion, and in battles of opinion even the semblance of
force applied or invoked on one side conters an advantage on the other. It is
by a courageous and throughgoing Protestantism that Popery can be effectu-
ally combated, and intelligent Protestantism has long since declared that, in
civil and political relations, Roman Catholics stand on the same footing witn



