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partnients of natural science. But with such leitd-
ing do.:tor!i as Cullen, Black, and H-ope, as profes-
sors of chcnîistry, and pl»ysicians iii the Scotch
colleo-es as etrly als 17 50, " it couICd n-ot bc buit that
a great imipulse should Uc given to the idea that a
physician îý'as bound to learni sonîetliing wliiclî
could be dignified by the tiane of science." 'rhe
lecttircr contiiuin,«, saicl lie w'islied esl)ecia!ly to
point out Il w'lat is stili N-anting iii tue training of
the phy)siciatii." While it nîay, be tlîat tlîe tendency,
of modemn scientific mnethods is to bc liard and un
geîîial, and to niake of suffering ni za 'nerc "case

to U.- watched and observed ; yet surcly suich %were
rnuclî better t!îan to slavislîly follow scholastic tradi-
tions or niediSv~al superstitions." A priniary cliffi-
cuity iii even the2 best of medical teaclîing, lias
arisen froni a reglect of prcvious trainimg iii thîe
scientifi c basis of ail technical stuclies, v'iz., tlîe
laws of inatter and the correlation of forces. H-e
says, " I think, tlîat somne kind of systenatizecl in-
struction iii pliysics, and îîot a nierely elenîentary
examination iii nechanics, should Uc an essential
part of an education with a viev, to the mei.dical
p)rofession. Andi w'hen w~e consider further tlîat
inî,st of the great advaîîtagyes iii nie-dical cliag-nosis
iii the present day, throtîgh the stethoscope, micro-
scope, laryng.,oscope, .. electricity, as p

plied to nerve and muscle, etc., involve applica-
tions of pure physics wvhich are neither remote
friii-i practice nom yet very easily iiîa-stered by tic
begriiner; anid diat, ii the catse of electmicity and
otlier plîysical re-agen ts, even hieat and cold, etc.,
we are every day extending t.he domnain of tiiese
sziences ti therapciîtics, and s/i/i ;nigre, per.7As, in

treven/z,e niedicine and sanitary science, their
dlaimi for an extended reco-rtiton iii teacliingr
seerns enorinously enlia nced. I arn persuadecl
tlîat iii a vcry few )-ears the pliysical lal)oratory
wviIl bczconîe an absolutely essential preliminamy
step iii the education of tlîe physician of the futuie,
and that those wlîo have not undergone this train-

wg~ill bc hiopele.ssly, distanced i.n the race." But
a clifficulty far greater than this last of systenîatic
training of studetits is "'the largely unpreparecl
state in w~hich the minds of most boys aïnd younga
n.n are found at the tinie of their leaving school,
as regards the inost elenîentary truths and methods
of physical science and of the observations of
Na-ture." So late as 1884, The Technical Coni-
nmission rel)orted only three schools in Great Bni-
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tain iii wh'ichi science is fitly andi acqpately tau glit.-
A return to the I-buse states " that w'hile twclvc. to
sixteen hours a week are dev'oted to classics, two
or thiree hours are coiisidered ample for science, in-
a large proportion of the schools." Apropos of
this the mriter quuted the opinion of an old Scotch-
'volnan of one of lier boys at Uic .parish school,
"Sin' eýver lie gaed to the sehule. bis edications-
beeni stopit a' thegither."

A concluding section is devoted to the relations,
of the searchers into Nature to religion, and after
huinorously referring to Chaucer's description of
the Il Doctour of Phy)sike," andi quoting tic final
lines of the description,

\Vel knew lie the olcI Esculapius,
And Dioscorides and eke Rufus,

Tris studie Nvas but littie on the Bible."
he says we 1-ave, yet even, to deal Nvith this the stig-

mna of nm :,-erialismi as phvsicians or students of Na-
ture. Referring to such articles as one in a recent
number of Uhe Gon/emfor-aly Review, D)r. Gairdner
says, IlT-at the active nîinistry of the izeale;-, if fitly
and cliligently'pursuediniaseriouis,an-d not in a sordid
spirit, cannot po3sibl3, tend to irreverence, or wvhat.
I w'ould caîl essential atheisni or godlessness, is, I
think, 50 obvîous that it is only wonderful that any
doubt shoulà ever have arisen on the subject." To
iri, seekees after Nature, such as Cliarles Darwin,

approach the divine iii spirit, and are nien of thé
very stuffand nioral fibre of îvhich Uic nîost eminent
sainits are nmadle. Tlîereafter ini lofty and cloquent
language fo!lcws loving expresýions of -regard and
reverence for this great seeker after truth. -Refer-
ring to Uic miediate position of the physician, tue
mriter says in %vords %vitli wilîi to conclude the

abstract of this splendid address: Although he
cani nieer agâin b2corn2 what lie wvas in the early
agyes, tic sole, or the chief representation of physi-
cal science ; lh2 must always be, and niust have be-
corne more and more, a mari trained ;n its discip
uine anJ famrilar with .-ts iesources wvhilt on the
otîeî- hand, his close relations witli sufferin, hu-~ k

mîaîiitv, and with the awvful aiîd solentinizîng inrs-
trations 0f life and deatlî, ivili serve to keep lim ri n
a regrion apart froni tlîat of pure science, and orte,
in which froni day to day, tue voices of the utîseen.
Nworld (if lie will only listen) wiHl be ever sou ndîncr
close to his cars."


