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produet for fertilization, and doposit it
where it could administer its fuit benefits
to the earth. Barren portions of our
seacoast could, by these modifications of
the separate system, ho made the most
fertile and beautiful of ail tracts of
vegetation.

To the engineer, when once a systeni
were decided on and deciared, these
modes of tranmsi, and many improvements
on tbem would ccur. With the engin-
cers it is not our special province to
interfere. ,They exist to carry out wvbat
had been determined on, and when they
know what the people want they wiii do
wbat is wantod as surely as tbey wiii lay
down, after the country bad said they
must, a new railway or a telegrapb. We
have but to deciare the principie, and get
it fixed, that every town in England
must be cleansed of its organic exý,reta
ont and out, day by day, as certainly as it
is suppiied witb the food that is brougbt
into it, and the thing wiii be donc.

Toward such perfection any powerfui
soeiety, steadily and resoiutely devoting
itâelf, would soon ho backed up by the
common sense of people who require but
a competent instructing authority iii
order to understand the subject accurate-
]y. The utter failure of the combined
system as a permanent solution of the
drainage difficuity, and as a mere tran-
sition from the eesspool to the method of
removal, day by day, combined with
immediate and tiuitfui utilization, is of
itself becoming apparent with such swift
conviction that it will corne, whether
assisted or not by our wili and deed. But
it were wvise to hasten it, and it is ono of
those pressing practical things which we
could hasten ee~ctively if, irrespective of
ail interest,8 but true ones, we laid our-
selves out for the duty.

At the instance of Mr. Edwin Chadwick,
whose ixame as a sanitarian is a naine of
the century, we did bome time ago com-
mence an inquiry bere bearing upon the
vital point now under consideration. We
opened-or, more correctiy speaking, i-e-
opened-thd' sewage question, and wediscerned ail at once, altbough our in.
quiries were entiroly con1lned to limited

areas of London, so mueh evil that we
rather abruptiy closed the evil up again
as if we were frightened at it. It is ail
in vain; for sewage, like murder, wiii
out, and we must once more proceed.
What wve did discover was, ini truth, so
serious that the wonder we Iaboî' under
is, how Londorî can bo so hicalthy as it is.
We foutid that London is stili honey.
combed with what are in fact, if net in
name, cesspoois, a fact. we ail praoticaiiy
recognize by the second-band measures
we tako to meet the primary blunder.

From the window at wbich these
remarks are written, I see that one of
my neighbors, the owner of a large house
in our square, bas carried out of bis bouse
from the basement a three inch tube to,
above the level of the parapet, in order
to deliver into the air any gases that may
accumniate in the main drain of the rosi-
dence.

It is net g«ed for the air whichi 1 and
many others have te ]ive upen, that it
shonid reccive the fout air which riscs
from the 'lecomposition of my neigbbor's
organie excreta; and if everybody's
neiglibors did it, it wouid be detected in
some weatbers, so that the pi-ocesa must
be stopped as it was in a former day on a
recommendation of the Royal Coliege of
Physicians. I do not, however, biame my
neigh ber for wbut he bas done, because 1
have d1ono it myseif. It is a natural
species of self-protection arnengst those
wbo know best how to proteet them-
selves. My contention is, that the neces-
sity for any such mothod is preof
demonstrative of the rottenncss of the
primary systein ivich causes the neces-
sity, and wbîch, keeping us fouI beneath
our- bouses, makes the air, at its best, foui
aise above them. My contention is that
the decompositien from aceumulations of
sexvage, w h iehgives enigin te the gases
that are let ont by thousands upon thon-
sands of channels, by tubes from
houses, by soit pipes within bouses,
b 'y accidentai openings and pores
in ail diretions; by guliies in streets,
by great outlets of sewage, ouht
never to have been generte1 st alile


