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ilsuaily in its capsule. Sarcomiata of infants originate in the connective
t;ssue of the renal sinus and gradually distend thc cortex until the tumor
is surrounded by a thin capsule, formed by the expanded secreting tissue
of the kidney. On this account these tumors arc describcd as encapsuled,
but it is a spurious encapsulation, formed partiy by renal tissue and partiy
by the truc capsule of the kidney.

Cavities are due to secondary changes. The base is of connective
tissue, some round or oat-shaped ceils and others spindle-ceiled. Renal
sarcomata of infants are extrinsie in origin and strictly non-renal. The
uz-eter is rare]y obstructed. This freedomn of the ureter explains the
rarity of hoernorrhage and the painlessness, because there is no pressure
frorn accumulated urine.

The tumor tissue wvill extend into the renal vein and often into the
vena cava. Portions becorne dctached and get into the pulmonary circu-
lation and start secondary deposits. The disease may be bi-lateral..

In 1903, twenty-one cases of nephrectomies of infants wvere rcported.
0f these tiveive died as the resuit of the opez-ation, and in the remnainder
there wvas recurrence within the year. Since this date a large numnber
of cases have been reportcd. In six years, the mortality fromi nephrectomy
is fifty per cent. Out of the fifty, iorty-five died of recurrence in from
two months to one year. 0f the five remaining, one died in a year and a
half, one %'as alive and -weli at lh'e years, one wvas alive three years after,
and one lived ten years after.

A method of detcrmiaing the excretory efficiency of the kidney sub-
stance has been recently described by Wright and Ross. The principie
concerned is that of hoemolysis, or the solution of the red blood .corpuscles
by a fluid medium possessing a certain minimum of sait concentration.
The normal or physiological ratio of saits in the urine as coniparcd with
the saits in the blood serumn is as 2 is to i.

That ratio is disturbed in conditions xvhere the renai substance is so
seriously affected as to prevent the secretion of a urine of such concentra-
tion in saits. So it is that in Bright's disease, and other similar conditions
the ratio of salts in the urine and serum becomes i to, i, or less.

This reaction, therefore, wvould appear to furnish a ready, rapid and
easy means of determining wvhether or not, in a condition of kidney in-
volvemnent, one is justifled in proceeding to nephrectomy. For, if the
combined efforts of the remnaining secreting substance of both kidacys he
not effectuai in carrying out the xvork demanded by the organism, one is
not justified in proceeding to remove one kidney, representing, as it ai-
riost always does, a certain modicumn of healthy renai tissue.
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