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and sometimes fatal among the unac-
climated. It vas nouncommonthing to
find during the hot weather of summer
cases of ague or remittent in every
house in a settlement, and frequently
every member of a family would be
attacked at once. Unacclimated per-
sons who were healthy and vigorous
sometimes passed the first suimmer
without being attacked, but the fact
thattheydeveloped itearlytienextyear
shewed that the poison though dor-
mant was still present and had pre-
s(rved its virulence through the long
period of winter ready to shew itself
on the first occasion of the lowering of
the powers of life. When the systei
becanie saturated with the miasmatic
poison. the patient was generally at-
tacked everv suminer as soon as the
weather became warn and it stuck to
him either continuously or with inter-
vals of apparent coi) valesc.ence until the
approach of cold weatheri This would
go on for peihaps from three to five
years, wlhen the susceptibility to the
disease seemed to be worn out, • but it
left the patient with a constitution so
shatteret that it took years to recuper-
ate, and left him an easy prey to the
tirst serious attack of disease.

The niasmatic poison was so omni-
present that it complicated ainost
every other disease. I rememuber my
father saying that lie had scarcely seen
an uncomplicated case of pneumonia
and the nan who ignored its presence
had little success in treatment. Quinia
would check it as certainly, and I
think in nuch snaller quantities than
ve now require it. Froni 10 to 12

grains in 2 grain doses rarely if ever
failed to stop the ague -for at least
seven to fourteen days.

At the same tine there w-as a
peculiar and very fatal disease among
cattle. It had the local name of Mur-
rain. The animal was seen to be ail-
ing. The eyes became sunken. The
extremities cold. In a short tinie a
bloody diarrhoea and haeiaturia en-
.sued and the animal died in fron

twelve to twenty-four hours. A case
of recovery was alinost unknown.
This disease 'was so prevalent, that
scarcely a herd escaped and a fariner
frequently lost from one-fourth to one-
half his stock of horned cattle. Horses
and sheep were not affected. In the
next township to the west of us, the
soil was porous sand, well watered
with springs and spring streams, and
here, thougli ague was not uncommon
this disease of cattle vas unknovn.

Contrary to an opinion frequently
advanced the preserce of malaria w-as
not accompanied vith the absence of
typhoid, which I think was as preval-
ent as it is now.

When my father settleci here there
was not a doctor nearer than a days
ride, and the medicine was entirely
domestic. Charims and incantations
were largely depended upon in cases of
ague antd hemorrhage, but in cases
where remedies were used they w-ere
pushed with a vigor that woud takle
the breath of the modern patient.
Whiskey vas the universal reniedy,
and had the advantage of being indi-
cated in all diseases in ail their stages
and in all conditions of the patient.
It was a sine qzu non in midwifery. I
remember wien a boy riding vith two
old settlers through the woods and
while passing a log house many miles
from the nearest iieighbor a woman
rushing out hailing one of the men
with "J-lave you any whiskey." HIe
slowly and hesitatingly acknowledged
that we had a bottle, "Just enougl to
take us, through the woods." " You
will have to gi-e it to us, says the old
woman, " Here's a woman sick and no
whiskey. Did you ever hear of such
a thing?" My friends took a parting
drink, and then with a "longing linger-
ing look" at the departing spirit hand-
ed the remaintder to the midwife.

A disciple of Thonipson had carriied
hisî peculiar ideas into the settlement
and the beautiful simplicity of the
doctrine " Heat is life and cold is
death," and that you had only to throw
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