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which there was inserted blue-stone and
verdigris; the sublimate is very soluble
“in thrice its weight of spirit, and would
.leave no sediment if pure ; verdigris has
no mercury in it; three grains of subli-
mate have been known to cause death,
but a-drachm' will kill several, and eight
drachms may be dissolved in one glass
of whiskey ; one may take as much of
‘the poison and escape from death that
would kill three others; some are more
susceptible than others of the influence
of poison.  -To Buron Pennefather—If
the sublimate was in powder still Iwould
not expect it to have been so dissolved in
ten minutes that the man would not see
gome appearances in the whiskey.
The inforination of Simon Power was

then read, in which the deceased swore -

that he got the whiskey from the prison-
er: that the whiskey was rough in his
mouth, and had a shocking stinking
smell. - ‘
Inspector Rogers and Constable Cogh-
lan proved delivering the contents of the
stomach, &e. to Dr. Geoghegan.
~ Dr. Geoghegan, Fellow and Profr. R.
C. Surgeons, Ireland, examined by Mr.
Sauss,—The medical history of the pre-
sent case, as given in evidence, unequi-
vocally establishes that the deaih of de-
ceased resulted from poisoning by a so-
luble salt of mercury, and, by inlerence,
that the compound taken was corrosive
sublimate ; the non-detection of poison in
- the various organs. of deceased is not
alone compatible with the fact of death
from that cause, but in conformity with
the laws which govera the elimination
of poisons from the body. TIn the pre-
sent iostance the illness was of fificen
"days’ duration, a period quite sufficient
for the escape of the oflending matter by
" the organs of secretion, particularly the
'kidneys ‘and salivary glands. Wilness
.did ‘not expect to discover mercury in
" the alimentary canal, but thought that
‘traces might possibly be found in the or-.
gans which had appropriated it subse-

quently to - absorption ; - the salivation-

produced by the soluble salts of mer-
cury, may be of a iwo-fold character,
arising either from their local influence
on the mouth in the act of being 'swal-
lowed, or from their absorption into.the
" economy ; the former is a spurious sali-
vation; which may be . immediate, and
is occasionally accompanied by a feetor
of the breath ; the Jatter is the true mer-
. curial influence, which is usually mani-

fested afier the lapse of a couple of days.
Cross-examined by Mr. Harris—Corro-
sive sublimate is incapable.of commu-
nicating any peculiar or feetid edour to
whiskey ; a wine-glass full of the latter
fluid, may in the course of a few min-
utes - dissolve as much of the poison as
would - sutlice to destroy life; on this
point only, witness is unable to concuar
in the very intclligent evidence of Dr.
Boyd. 7o Mr. Harris—I did pot
make any experiment on that point to
reduce my opinion to a certainty.

' Mr. Harris addressed the jury, and
submitted thar there was notsuch a
case as would warrant the jury in ar-
riving at the conclusion that the prisoner
was guilty of the ‘offence with which he
stood charged. = The Counsel adverted
in detail 10 the evidence, and to the
doubts which must arise as to the cause
of death. Lo ‘

. Mary Walsh, and anothersister of the
prisoner, and two men in the. prisoner’s
employment were examined in detail,
and their evidence was to the effect that
the whisky was given freely to the de-
ceased and Murphy at the same instant,
and that they did not leave the house
for some time afterwards. = The two
men, Dwyer and another, also swore
that the deceased vomited the day be-
fore he got the whiskey, and was on the
ground for days after taking the whiskey.
On  cross-examination their “evidence
varied in many particulars. ‘

Mr. Phayre, an apothecary, deposed to
having nade experiments as to the sol-

* ubility of corrosive . sublimate; and his

evidence went to show that 1t could not
dissolve in ten minulcs, or for a period
much longer ; but on cross-examination,
said that in a _few minutes the whiskey
might take up a large quantity.

Mr. Scott wished to examine Dr. Geog
hegan whé had, since being on the table,
made an experiment at the request of the’
Counsel for the Crown. - o
" Mr. Harris objected, but this being
part of the Crown’s original case, Baron

Pennefather concurred in it.

- Raron Pennefather charged the jufy.

who returned a verdictof Guilty.

" Baron Pennefather was about to pass
sentence, but after consideration. direct-
cd that the prisoner should'be removed

- and brought up next morning, (Friday.)

- The trial was one of 2 very imerest--

" ing nature as o its medical derails, and
‘the learned Judge, in’ the course of his



