
Editorial.-Counter-Petition to the Goe7ernor General.

hie condition. I shouldnot have-recognised him ; his lead was THE
swollen to twice its natural size ; nota feature could be discerned;
and his complainxts were u'rged in muttering delirium. I inme- o
diately ordered him (as his bowels were costive) a large dose of
calomel, fomented. his head- and face, punctured the scalp, and
prescribed diaphoretic effervèscing draughts.' The day fullowing MONTREAL JANUARYhe lad but slightly-improved, although his bowels Iad been freely, 1, 1848.
opened, and I immediately proposed a consultation.. The gentle.
man who met me recommended blceding-a remedy to which he
cespcially trusted in all cases of febrile action. , But as the patient COUNTER-PETlTION TO TUE GOVEIRNOR
had a very dry tongue, attended- with delirium, and was com- GENE RAL.
plaining of great thirst, mutteringin 'almost inarticulate sounds
his' desire for porter, I proposed that we should try its effect: Ve purpose, at present, to examine into the memo-
this 'was consented to, and I held a pint of porter to his lips; he rial lately presented to the Governor General, which we
diank it off at a draught-soon fell into a sound sleep : when he
awol-e'.he was perfectly frce from delirium, and froni that moment published in our last number, and to analyze its state.
his recovery rapidly progressed. monts. , We know not who all the signers of the

In relating this case, gentlemen, I do not mean tn inculcate memorial are - their names have been studiousl con-the propriety ofthe invariable useof stimulus, but I do believe
that.in most cases it will be found j safer remecdy than bleeding, cealed. We have heard, however, that:a goodly num.more particularly in London, or any crowded city; nor have I ber are not members of the Corporation, and the goodformed this judgment from the solitary case just mentioned, but it
is an opinion founded upon mv own experience and the practice senlse and taste which they have displayed may be,

_omycolleagues i this hospital as well as in private. tIf a 'îd The'
Aý lady applied, to, an eninent surgeon, to ascertain from him tereore, accuraey apprciae. proceeuing,

whethor a small encysted tumor could be renoved with perfect taken as a whole, is remarkably puerile, and is 'a
safety from heý hdad ; to which lie replied, u ccrtainly."1 The beautiful exemplification of what is terned in common
operation,was immediately performed, but seven days afterwardse
she was dead froma an attack of erysipelas. parlance, " reckoning without the host." It was a

Thé next case, as-the patient was not attacked by erysipelas shot flred at-nothjng; and would have been
after the operation, may be considered out of place with regardto a harless
our present considerations; I have meitioned it, however, merely shedding of ink and waste of paper, did lot the memo
to"exemplify the ireresity of ascrtaining the real constitutional rial contain several misrepresentations which it iscondition befdre you vehturo to submit a patient to any mechan-.
cal lesion. proper should be at least corrected. Ilad any occasionA ihort time ago, an individual came under my care with an ste "againî th
external pile and a fissure in the mucous membrane of the rectum; a existed for such a "counterbhe
he was considerably out of health, and attributed all his ailments proceedings of the Board of Governors, we ourselves
td the sBufferings he experienced in the passing of his motions,
owing tu the localdisease; lie urged me to relieve him by opera. appeared among the protestors ; but there
tion. I kept him, however, a weck or ten days under my care should be no protest uniess there be something- to
before I operated; and by sootliing remedics had soncwlat im-
proved his condition, when I removed the external pile, and drew protest against ; - something more than supposed
the bistoury across the fissure, the whole time of the operationi not intention, something done, sone act or, deed com-
exceeding ialf a minute. The patient felt immediate relief afterr havino a bad
the operation ; ho had little or no pain in passig h-is motions, hut
in the course of four or five days he was seized with symnptoms of tendency, before such a proceeding can be brought to
subacute peritonitis; calomel, and opium, and leeches were or-
dered, but four days afterwards lie died. bear, or such an act have force. Th fitful phantom

Upon examination of the body, he was foutnd to be the subject of a disorderedi mind possessed a-substaríialityas real
ofgranular kidneye, (the morbus Brigltii) ,which no doubt hd as that against which the memorial vas directed,
causned bis'decîli.

It bd been ascertained, during life, by my dresser, thit bis lst. It is asserted that the present intention of the,
urine was albuminous; but I considered the severity of his suf-
feriig demanded the performance of this sliglt operation; althoglh overnors to submit the rules of hie College to the
the sequel renders it a matter for consideration whether I was members of the Corporation at Quebec, in Ma next
rigbÏt,u tnder iboso, circumstancos, in subjcctiîig hini tu a- fresh z'ý1

,ource of irritation. gwas the result of an " order from the Executive" to tlîat
From such cases as these you must be impressed, gentlemen, effect, consequent upon the presentation of the memo.

with the necessity of doing everything which the science uf sur. riaL Tis is ' incorrect. .h .a
gery can insure,so, far as.lies in.your power, to place your patient .etrelyn conse
in; the greatest state of security before you subject him to any quence of a legal opinion obtained from the crow
surgical operation, and even thon never promise that any oporation,
however simple,' will 'be perfectly frec from danger; for depend ofcers, an appt for ni the early part of the woek
upon jt, il is asinwise to treat slightly the most trifling incisions preceding that in which the memoi ial was presentede
of thie.skin, as it is dishonest to attach to an operation more im- 2d. No raies and reg
portance than it justly deserves. gulations being in force, none

Some surgeons suppose that it js botter to perform what are could be suspended.
utùally-considered simple operations at the moment, than to allow 3d Te p
thidremid of anticipation to remain in the mind of the patient, and - Te proc amation-of the Governor Genera
then proceed to&act upon tiis opinion without any pielimninamy (paragraph 3 of memorial) didi ot "summon all tie,
precaution. There are, however, I believe, but fewpatients w physiciansoohf Lower Canwill nàt'duly appreciate the cautious recominendation of a sur- P nada to meet together on'the
geon to submi teo somo lttle preparatory discipline, and ho will 15th Sep. last to. name governors," &c.. It summonedgan much more confidence from the patient by this display, ofhie the f t o the Corjudgme'nt, than froni thehasty recklessness which evinces bold- ting f poration, appomtig, at th
ness and self relitnce, rathier than judicious precaution. same time, the day, andi nominating the first President*
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