his condition.
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1 should-not have-recognised him ; his head was
swollen to twice its natural size ; nota feature could be (.xscomcd ;
and his complaints were, urged in muttermg delirium. I imme.
diately ordered him (as his bowels were ‘costive) a large dose.of
calomel, fomented. his .hcad_ and face, punctured the scalp, and
prescnbed diaphoretic eﬁ'uneqcmg draughts. "The day following
he had but slightly. improved, although his bowels'had been frccly,
opened, and I immediately proposed a.consultation. . The gentle-
man who met me recommended bleeding—a remedy to which he
especially trusted in all cases of febrile action. .. But asthe patient
had a'very dry tongue, attended- with deliriuin, and was com-
plaining of great thirst, muttering “in almost inarticulate sounds

" his desire for porter, i proposed that. we should try its effect:

- this' was consented to, and I held a pint of porter to his lips; he

drank it off at a draught—soon fell into a sound sleep : when he
awoke he was perfectly free from dclmum, and from that moment
his rccovex:y ‘rapidly progressed.

In’ relating’ this case, gentlemen, I do not mean to inculcate
the propriety of, .the invariable use.of stimulus, but I do believe
that in most cases it will be found a safer rcmedy than bleeding,
more* pamcularly in London, or any crowded city; nor have 1

_formed this judgment from the solitary case just mentioned, but it

is an opinion founded upon my own  expericnce and the pmcucc

of 'my co}lcagucq in this hospltal as well as in private.

A lady- applied, to, an emincnt surgeon, to ascertain from - him
whether a smali cncysled tumor could be removed with perfect | t
safety from her hcad; to which he replied, “certainly.” The

' operation,was lmmedna*Ply performed, but seven days afierwards

she was dead froia an attack of erysipelas, .

s The next case, as-the patient was ot attacked by Y ens:pclas
after the operation, may be, conridered out of place with regard 10
our present considcrations ;- I have mentioned it, however, merely
to” exemplify the egessity of ascertaining the real constitutional
condition before you venture to submit a puuent to any mechani.
cal lesion,

"A short'time ago, an mdnvnduul camc ‘under my care with.an
external plle and a fissure in the mucous membrane of the rectum ;
he was consxderubly out of health, and attributed all his ailments
1o the ‘sufferings he experienced in the passing of his motions,
owing to the local disease ; lie urged me to relieve hiin by opera.
tion.- I kept him, however, a week or ten days under my care
before I’ operated; and by soothing remedics had somewhat im.
proved his condition, when I removed the cxternal pile, and drew
the blstoury across the fissire, the whole time of the uperation not
exceeding half a minute., The paticnt felt immediate relief after
the operation ; he had liitle or no pain in passing’ his motions, but
in the course of four or five days he was seized with syinptoms of
subacute peritonitis ; calomel, and opium, and leeches were or.

. dered, but four duys afterwards he died.

K precautxon.

Upon examination of the body, he was found to be the subject
of granular kidneys, (the morbus Brightii) whxc‘l no doubt had
caused his death, -

ItA had been ascertained, duting life, by my d.resser, that his
uring; was albuminous ;. hut I considered the sevcnty of his suf-

y fcnng demanded the performance of this slight operation ; althoysh

the sequel renders 1t a matter for consideration whether 1 wwas
right, under these, cucumslauces. in subjecting him to ar fresh
oource of irntation.

From such cascs as theso you must be 1mpmssed gentlcmcn.

‘wnh the neccsslty of doing cverything which the science of sur-
. gery can insure, 8o, far as lics in your power, to place your patient
“in;the greatest state of security before you subject . him to any

aurglcal operation, and even then never promise that any operation,

, however’ simple, will be perfectly free from danger ;.{r depend

upon it, it is asunwise to treat slightly the most trifling incisions

. of the.skin, as it is dishonest to attach to’ an ‘operation more im~

portance than it justly deserves. .
- Some; surgeons suppose that it is better to perform what- are

i usually consndered simple operations at the moment, than toallow

the dread of antxclpanon to remain in the mind of the patient, and

“then | proceed toact apon this opinion without any preliminaty
There are, however, I believe, but few,patients, who |

will not duly appreciate the cautious recommendal.on of a, sur-

~geon Lo submit to some little preparatory discipline, and he, will

.Duch more* conﬁdencc from the patient by this.display of his.

gau
 judgment, than from the hasty recklessness which evinces bold—
niess and self relxance, rathcr than Judlcxous precauuon. s
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' MONTREAL, JANUARY 1, 1848.

bOUN’l‘ER.PEl‘ 'TION TO TH.E GOVERI\OR
GENERAL.

‘Ve purpose, at present, to examine mto the memo-
rial lately presented to the Governor General, which we
published in our last number, and to analyze 1ts state.
ments. | We I\now not who all the signers of the
memorial are ; their names have been studiously con-
cealed. We have heard, however, tbatagoodly num.
ber are not members of the Corporation, and the‘good
sense and taste which they have displayed may be,
therefore, accurately appreciated. "The: proceedmfr

taken as a whole, is remarkably puerile, and is,.a,
beautiful e\emphﬁcatmn of what is termed in common
arlance, “ reckoning w nhout the host.” It was .a
shot fired at—nothing; and would have been aharmless
shedding of ink and waste of paper, did not the memo.
rial contain several misrepresentations whlch it is
proper should be at least corrected, . Had any occasion
really earzstcd for such a “ counterblaete » anamst the
pxoceedmus of the Board of Governors, we ourselves
would have appeared among the protestors ; but there.
should be no protest uniess there be somethmm to
protest against ;. something more . than supposed
ntention, somethmg done, some act or. deed com-
mitted, either of an illegal nature or having a bnd
tendency, bef'ore such a pxocecdmv can be brourrht to
bear, or such an act have force. The fitful phantom
of a disordered mind possessed a. substant!aht) -as real
as that against which the memorial was directed.

1st. It is asserted that the present_ mtemlon of the
Governors to submit the rules of the Col]ege to the
members of the Corporatlon at Quebee, in May next,
was the result of an order f Jrom the Executzve” to that.
effect, consequent upon the presuntatmn of the memo-
rial: This is entirely incorrect. It was in conse;
quence of % a legal opinion obtained from the crown
officers, and applled for iu the early part of the weck
procedmg that in which the ‘memosial was presented.

2d. No rules and revulatwns being in ﬁ)rce, nong:
could be suspended ‘ . ,

. 3d. Thc, ploclamatmn of the Governor General

,(paragraph 3 of memonal) did not “summon all- the

physicians of Lower Canada tomeet together on’ tbe
15th Sep. last to name oovernors,” &e.. It summoned
the firset meetm«r ‘of the Corporation, appointing, at the,g

same time, the day, and’ ‘nominating the first Presndenivf;




