THY PNEUMATIU NYSTES 0k STWIHE AL, 139

state of things in & eity where the exereta of many typlioid anil
smallpox pationts are flowing thraugh the sewers®

The fatal results ean alwn be shown by contrast with other
systems hesides the Licrnur,  In wome towns of Great Dritain
they still follow the methad of removing the excrentent daily in
pails by earts from the honses.  The writer saw this methed in
opcration in somce of the streets of Dundee cighteen months
ago.  Itis alse followed in Edintuegh (old town) side by ~ide
with the water-closet system which is fullowed in Edinburgh
inew town),  The exact resnlt follows which might be extected
after examining the forsgaing returns of the Registrar General,
It is found that in the water-closeted districts of Edinlurgh,
typhoid and diphtheria steasdily mow their swath of victims, while
the old part ot the town, with its absence of modern conveniences,

* D, Stewart, who was ong of the fint to point out the difference between
typhoid anel typhas statcs that in Elinburgh typhoi] fever was unknown (1838
to 1842) bofore the witersclect s fem was wwl. This is contiemed by D,
Murchivon in the second litiar of his work on fevers, pages 433 and 444, in
which In: tates that typhaid fover did not exist_in Edinburgh “until the intro-
duction of water-carriage,”  Healvr says, Tt s remarkable that the increase
of enteric fever in London has Leen contemporancous with the completion of the
main drainagge ~chemas, ™

Dr. Fergus, the Prosblent of the Health Section of the Glasgow Philosophical
Saciety, points out the startling fact that, accordingy 2o the retumns of the Registrar
General, the deatherate of Britain from cholera, diarthaa and dysentery, which
are recognized as discases more or less arising from excremental” pollution, was
nearly four tmes what it was thirty-five years ago.

The following are the Registrar General's returns :—

Deaths per million
per annum.

Meanof five years, 183810 1842... 298; atthistime water-closets almostunknown.
&0 1847 ¢ 1852...1,569 5 including cholera epidemic of 1849.
€. “ 1832 ““1856..1,249;  dv, do. do.  of 1854
“ “ 1837 ““ 1861..1,192
@I 1802 ¢ 1866...1,24¢ ; including partial cholera epidemic 1866.
¢« 1867 ¢ 1871...1,282.

Probably the terrible epidemics included in these figures owed much of their
wide spread devastation to the wide spread diffusion of che excrement through
tbe sewers. Dr. Fergus makes the deduction that the cause of the increase was

the water-carriage system.



