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marinner, and as it appears to us for no very sufficient reas.oi,-he says
in bis Report:

"In ail that lias been saîd respecting clic coinpdrative nierits of the difleèrent
systein- J. roadway, you will perceive that a cuneplete ivoodei %truclure lias flot
been alluded to, because, in the first plaice, when the design for the Victoria bridge
was at flrat being considered, icood was deeniud not sulffciently permanient; in the
second place, the structures itlluded to in the report, as being inférior to tîxat r.ow
in progress, are proposed to be constructed of stonc and ironi work ; and as a third
reason , the construction of the tubular roadway is already so fur advaxnced chat any
alteration, to the extent of abandoning iroit and adopting wood, mnust involvu uio-
netary questions of so serlous a nature as to render the su1.ýect beyond discussion,
or even being thouglit of in this report.

From. this it would appear that the construction of the tubes bas
been so far advanced as to preclude ail thought of any other descrip-
tion of superstructure now; while wood wî1s discarded in the pre-
vious consideration of the suibject as not being Ilsufficiently permnanent"
an assumption perrcctly true where it desirable to nulate the build-
ers of the PYramids, but not eatitled to implicit faith when îneasured
by a commercial standard suited to these provinces. Mr. Stephienson
bias probably omitted to draw the needful distinction bctween
England, where iron aud capital are abuadant and wood scarce, and
Canada, where prccisely the reverse of these conditions cxists; in fact
he appears to have adopted the saine rea.- ining in relation to the
Victoria bridge as hie did with reference to t le Britannia, forgetful of
the innumerable opportunities afforded in this country for the cm-
ployment of capital in a much more productive marnner, and more
beneficially not only for the riilway but for the country at large.

In dealing with qdestions of stone and iron, however, Mr.
Stephenson lha% shewu himself quite at home; and ini comparing the
various nîethods of construcetion w-ith those materials both liu and Mr.
Ross Icave nothing toi be desired. We entirely adbere to the viewsa
expresscd by themn. IIThe approaches " says, «Mr. Stephenson:

"E-ter.ling in lerigth to 700 feut on thu souti,, or St. Lamnbert sidu, and 1.300
feut on the Point St. Citai-les side,-consist of solid emoalikments, formed of large
massesq of stone, heaped uip and faceil on the sloping, sides with rubble înasonry.
The up-stream side of thesc ein'aaikýnents is forined into a hollow shiclving siope,
the upper portion of which is a circuilai' curre of 60 feet radius, and the lowtr por-
tion, or foot of the slope, lias a straighit incline of three to one. while the down-
streamn side, whichi i,3 not expo;ed .) the direct action of the floating ice, bas a slope
of unu to onu. Theiu enxbl:xnikmenits are beitig conistructed iii a very solid anid
durable manner, and fro-n tîxeir cauending along that portion of thc river ouly,
where the depth at sumlnuer level is flot more than two feut, six inches, the niavi-
gation is ruot initerrupted, and a gruit protection is, by their Means afforded to the
city froin the effeut of cit I "shnvus " of ice whichi aru knon'n to bu so detrinicutal
to its frontage.
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