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THE CANADIAN ECONOMIST.

MONTREAL, SATURDAY, 16t MAY, 1846,
TROGRESS OF FREE TRADE PRINCIPLES.

The pre-eminently distinguishinxf characteristic of the present age
is, that it is practical. ‘Theories, however plausible in appearance,
are viewed with suspicion unless apparently corroborated by facts.
Statistical information is scught after with avidity, the ornamental is
sacrificed to the useful, and the poetry of imagination is superseded
by the cold prosaic doctrines of judgment. To projectors and dis-
coverers the standard of utility is rigidly applicd, and by that test
alone is decided the question, whether the discovery shall be wel-
comed with approbation or treated with neglect.

The consequence of this spirit of the age is visible in the advances
which have been made in the useful arts within the present century,
and which are infinitely greater than in any other peried of cqual
duration. But the crowning glory of this cra, and that s luchseparates
it from all which have §.cceded it, is, that it has been cnnobled by
improvements in {he science of Government founded on irresistible
truths derived from expericnce and a careful ohservation of facts.

We are aware that many, viewing the revolution in our social
system, and the total overthrow ol time-honoured manims and
observances, have been so overwhelmed with the momentous charac-
ter of these changes as to be distrustful of the soundness of the

rinciples on which they rest, and have shrunk back with appre-~

ension from contemplatirg their resulte.  Such persons vicw all
who would modify or innovate on existing systems as visionasics
or theoiists; they laud on all occasions the wisdom of our ancestors,
forgelting that we have this advantage over our ancestors, that we
have the means of knowing both where they succeeded and where
they failed—that they stand alike as landmarks to guide, and as
beacons to deter.

Since the question of Free Trade has been agitated within this
Colony the antagonistic principles of the two great classes of the
community, those who would support things as they are, which may
be styled the Conservative, and those who would adapt our pelicy ‘o
the altered civcumstances of the country, which may be slylch the Re-
form party, have been fully canvassed.  Each party has found its
champions, the lists are prepared, and the struggle for victory is
ahout to commence.  Our place in the ~ontest is decided, and we
trust that this journal will be found amongst the foremost in the ranks
of those who seck to secure the future welfare of this Colony, by
confronting the difficulties which hesct us.

We have already stated in our former numbers, that the course
which the British Gevernment has det=simined to pursue, in with-
hollling protection, necessitates some change in our system.  This is
so0 obvionsly the truth as to he indisputable, and yet there are some
persons in this community who prefer waiting in inaction what may
chance 1o hefal.  Such do-nothing characters are like the ostrich
which when pursued by the hunter, hides its head in the sand to
avoid sceing the coming danger.  These persons deprecate all dis-
cussion; they regret the establishment of this paper, which in some
vaguc manner they hint at as a cause, when in fact it must he
considered as an effecty of the withdrawal of protection. But we
have every reason to rejoice that these gentry form but a minerity
of our cnlightened population.  Sinze our cstablishment, we are
prond to say that we have reccived the most valuable testimonials
of approhation notonly from every class, but from almost every sec-
tion of the Province,” That approbation we value becanse awarded
1o uson accoant of the principles which we advocate, and which we
believe to be to the advantage not of any section or class exclusively,
but ot the whole community. The best method of cvincing our
gratitude for the support wwe expericnce is to pursuc the course we
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chalked out at the commencement, fearlessly, but at the same time
dispassionately, to treat of ail the topics of interest which may arise
connected with the commerce of the country.

We have every reason to feel gratified at the courleous mannerin
which any objections which have been made to our arguments have
generally been urged, and we assure our readers that nothing will
give us greater pleasure than to have our doctrines frecly canvassed,
and that our columns will at all times be open for that purpose.

It is perhaps fitting at this early slage of our carcer that we should
1estify our respect to our brethren of the press, not only of this cily
but of the province at large. We are fully sensihle of the talent and
independence which generaily prevades their productions, and we
assure them it is from no ovenwceening conceit of ourselves that we
come into competition with them.  But they are generally occupicd
with questions connected with party paltics and at best can but
devote a small pottion of their columns to the discussion of the ques-
tians which will occupy our attentic ny and we therefore tiust they
will consider us, not as rivals, but as coadjutms.

TIIE BFARINGS OF FRIL TRADL TPON AGRICULTTRE.

Nn class in this Colony is more deeply interested in exertim
iteelf 10 bring alout the adoption of Fiee Trade prciples i our
conunereial system than the class Azncaltural. Free Trade 15
indeed peeuliarly an Asricultural question s for whatever tends to
enhenee the value of the produce of the said, and at the same
time 1o diminish tasation, must have a greater miluence on the
well being of the Auriculturist than of any oiher member of the
community.  Qur intention, therefure, m the lohowing remarhs s
to satisfy our readers that both these olyects will be secured by
the audoption of the piinciples of Free Trade m this Colony.

To smard however asunst msapprehension, we wish it to-be.
Coarly understood thet our remarhs apply strictly 10 local Free
Trade, aud that our olject is to show that local  protective dulics
injure the very cliss they are avovedly temded 10 benebty viz.
the Agriculieral clas-. “We tahe the precaation of stating this
didtinatly @1 the outett, brcause we are anare that many well-
meaning persous coufuind protection to our axmenltuzal produce
in England, with the protection agstmst wluch our arguments are
dircetedl, vize—those local protective duties of comparatively
recent enactment, which restrict our commerce m Awmerican pro-
ducts to the positive injury of alt elasses, the Agneultural nost
especially includeld.  As to protection in England, we desire 1t to
be clearly understood, that we have no wish to quarrel with it—
that we sceept it as a boon, and shall feel grateful to the mother
country for continning it in any form or degree, as Jona s she finds
it compatible with her own in'wreststoduso,  But she has already
told us that protection in a few short years snusteease; and assun-
inz this to be her sincere and scttled mtention, the party of wlich
this paper is the organ, camestly invoke therr fellow connirymen
to Jook the change Luldly in the face 5 to enquure into the cireun-
stances and resonrces of the Colony 5 and to determine, after
mature delibermtion, upon the course winch our interests require
us herealter to pursue, .

With such objects in view, and again depreeatirg the notion of
rejecting any differential duties the mother country may see fit to
keep up in our favour,—we now proceed to show that noclissean
have a greater interest in the adoption of Free T'rade in Canada
than the class Agricultural.

In the first place then, we think it needs ro areument 10 prove
that the price of (‘;m:uii:m produce (there being a surplus an-
nually mised,) is regulated by the price in Eagland, to wiieh the
<wplus is exported for a market 3 it the sccond place, that Eng-
land vequiries & greater supply than Canada and the United Strtes
together have hitherto been wble to afford herj and lastly, thm
prices in England (and consequently also in Canada) will be the
same whether the surplus procace of both countries be shipped
from Montreal or New York, or any other port in either Canada or
the United States. If these premises be granted, and we think the
most bigoted protectionist will scarcely venture to deny them, the
question then will be, has Canada anything to gain by endeavour-
ing to attract the whole surplus produce of the West into her own
markets and through her own channels? We contend that she
hias every thiug to gain and nothing tolose Ly adopting that course,
and that no individual in the colony will derntve somuch advantage




