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Are they " Rico Christian ? "
Something over a year ago the

Chiurcli M1issiouary Society proposcd
to transfer its mission work inthe Pre.
fecture of Hing H-wa, China, to anotiier
,nissionary organization, partly for
reasons of comity vrith respect to ter-
ritory, and partly wvith a view to econ-
oxny of funds. But the people in the
district sent a petition asking that; they
niit remain in the former connec-
tions, and promising- to inaintain their
teacliers and catechiist thieniselves.
Thereupon the1tMissionary Conference
resoived to continue the connection.
Mie Cliristian work in this district is
thus practically self-supporting.

-- mnissionary w]lio lias since visited
1Hing Hwia says : 'Il cannot but con-
trast thc zeai and devotion of these
people,.vithi the lukzewarmness of too

jmaniv in Chîristian lands. Thîis district
enbraces over 0,000,000 of p~eople.
Thei superintendent of the catechists
bears in lus body thue 'm iarks of the
Lord Jesus'1 in tie form of a scar i»-
flictcd by an 01(1er brother becaise lie
lna embraced Chîristianity. He wears
is scar witlî the mîore satisfartion
frein the fact that bis brothier finally
died a Chîristian believer."

Tie inissioîîary liad the joy in one
hlte coininunity of receiving five to
the fcllowshiip of the Clmrcli. In ain-
othler lic was accorded a truly Chris-
tin reception wvith a, feast. One
wmomnan brouglit six or seven othei-s te
thie -ervice as a resuit of lier f.aitifiul
labor, and twelve of lier own farnily
ere.lidiierents of the Churcli. In an-
other village six wonxeu liad bec» pre-
parcd for haptismi by thîe faithfîîl la-
bois of the catechist's wf.A young
girl of fifteeiî lind bec» vcry active in
influencing bier friends to receive the
trutli. In auother village a niat, Nvlio
hkid been treated in the( muission i ]os-
pit-l nt Kaxig Chu, lind made known

the glad message -ivbicil lie hlad re-
ceived to relatives aind îieiglîbors,
wliereupon they sent a deputation beg-
gin- tlîat a teach er miiglît be sent,

"Tiese villagers,"I says the record,
"show a liberalitv wvhiclî is witliout a

parallel iii the hîistory of missions. In
ail tîtere are eheven Chîristiaxis, none of
thein yet baptized, and ail very poor.
But last year thiey subscribed $35 for
the repair of thîcir place uf worship,
aiîd thiey liave, tliis year.sîîbscribed W50
more for the support of a catechîist,be-
sides supplying Ibu»i witlî rice. Thec
schîoolînaster in the village gave hi»
v'hole stipend for the support of thec
catcchist, and ]îar-ig iii coiisequeuice
insuffieient ineanis to sîipply bis own
'wants, lie sold huis oîuly field. Otliers
of the littie band lhave pawîied tlieir
clothiiîg to îuvet the suîuî proinised."
"It is somettmies said," «rites thie mis-
sioîîary, "lîat our couverts are rice
Cluristians. I slîould like toasvýkvhere
in Christian England vou %vould find
a iarallel k> the abovc?'

At the hittie village of Xian- Sang,
the nîissionary, arriving late, began
after tea to examine candidates for
baptisin, and contimied until te»
okloek..after,.wbichi the stîperintendent
of catechists coîutiinued biis exhorta-
tions iintil inidnight. lu the înorning
the work of exainination -,as contin-
ucd, after,.whicl thîirteen wcre accept-
ed, ail mcei froîn the neigliboring
înouîxtaiîxs.

Thiese are but incidents, but any
Christian, comprchinsive mian, group-
ing tlîeîu togethieras oue eîîtire picture,
will not fail to sec lîow the ra ysof lighit
are thus brca-ing througu the glooni
of a grat and populous district; how
e.-rncst is thie faith and zeal cf those
lîcre and there wlîo have received
the truth -z»i a word, liow rich is
the lîarvest wliiçhî thiere waiuts te be
P. thered.
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'fIes are days of great Expositions. of thîc tige arrny tlîcir migliticst tro-
The industres of tie Nvorld bring thecir phies, te astonislhe içye and over-
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