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years atre now elosing. WhVoever
enter8 tno northern port now sees a
boanatiful littie city. Long linos of
noble buildinngs attest the approachi
of tiho Wost te the East. The finie
quartons of tino consulates reveal the
prosoneo of the diplomatie bodies
annd the Imnmenise traffic which iiow
oeorlidoe, tino voads and the ap-
proincins 1-. nignificant of tine ready
accuptaînco by tino Cininese ef the
now lite, with its steady impulse.
This imnpression is increased ;vhen
tiho study of tino chainge passes be-
yond Liho innuiiediate influence of the
torignn mnwcipality. In the mac-
adanihsed ronds, whichi 'xtend £rom,
theo liativo City to tine home o! the
vicoroy, inn theo continuous, throng of
tiho littie jinriokshas, iniported f rozn
Japan, but inow made by tine thoul
sanda In theo native city, in tine street
liglited ut nlht wvitil kerosenelanips
in theo sinop tînat are brilliant at
iniglit witin thfs imported lighit f rom
Anioica, In tino ceascless trundie of
native banrows Jado.n witl cotton
gooda8 fron Annerica and En-land,
in any or ail oft fie shops wvhici
girdlu theo city wall, fllled witln a vast
varioty ef foreign goods, glass-wvare
ef evon-y sort, dlocks in nunnben-less
varlety, from, Conneer, from Swit-
zerlaid, fron rods and iron wvare
in eniornou8 quatitity, wvhicli the
native Industry could neyer sup-
ply ; i ail1 of tineseand hundred-fold
otinen', tio visitor nnay catch a
glimpso o! tihe change ichl lias
been wro'ngint by commercial lite
alenc. 01 nnquiry lie wvill flnd that
tineo ario but thino mre external and
evidemnt Biglus of tino impact et the
WVe.t, 1low~vil llarn from tin native

iporter» tiov tar-rcachinng is their
trade, se tinat Lucre is scarce a single
littie town or village in the north
linat lu net aifccted by iL. H-e will
sec hiow uesimple athing as a trade
in matches, wlnici lias assumie(fenor-
mous proportions, lias affectcd tine
hiterest and tio com!fort as wve]], of
millions of the natives, and has iuade
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very real and practical, to, them the
presence of those who could devise
and seil se cheaply that littie iten,
of convenience? He will iearn tinat
iute every hamlet throug i va2t re-
gions cotton cloth lias gone, carrying,
not only a good and cheap, article of
wan'e, but a wvondering interest ii th~e
ingenuity that could weave so fine a
thread on se wvide a loom. The littie
thinga of lite are the xnost effective.
The littie things of commerce are the
miost widely distributed and the nnost
effective iii their enticing of interest
and bringing in the day of good fel-
1owvslip. The traveler wvill aise learn
of tine new jidcustries tinat have
sprung up in the wake of the incoun.
in- commerce. In Nortlin China the
experts of straw braid and ef wools,
chiefly camel's wool, hiave grown ito
great commercial importance, and
are a source o! large incornes both to
the foreign merchants -and to the na-
tive factors.

Such, then, is a suggestion of the
change that has corne to a sin-je
and, in a sense, isolated coinmuni.y.
Considering that tinis saie l)rocess
lias been induced in ail the noir
opened ports in varying proportions
of size and influence, until every por-
tion of the vast empire is permeatéd
andsubsidized by the ramificatiînsof
trade, wve mnay measure tine vaine of
this commerce in its power to recre.
ate the desires and industries of the
nation. The first great sign of the
chiange wvas the introduction of s1ear
navigation. The peried of miercan-
tile change whicli we have been con-
sidering niay be divided inte two,
each of fifteen yeziws. From IK8)9to
1874 the trade along the coast and tip
the great artery 01 China was in the
hands of the foreign nrimîe
who Nvere accumulating vast wceaith
and storinng it in the fine iren shirx
which carried their trade. In the
year 1874 a comp-any of Chiinese nmer-
chants wvith Li, the vicerey, at ticir
head, organxized "Thne China 31er-
chantse Steaniship CompaDy" and


