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MAGIC AND WITCIICRAFT. into lier body. At the same turne, as it waslx England, the first law against witchcraft a saying in Scotland that a witch would neyerwae mnade under Henry VIII. It was repealed confess while she could drink, excessive thirstin the following reign, but renewed under was often added to lier tortures. Somne pri-Elizabeth. In Lecky's (recently publislied) soners have been waked for five nighits; one,IlHistory of the Rise and Influence of the it ig 8aid, even for nine.Spirit of Rationalisin in Europe," the author "lThe mental and physical suffering of such-writes as follows :-"l Soon after the accession a process was sufficient to, overcome the res&-of James to the throne of England, a law ivas lution of many, and to distraet the resolutionenacted, whicli subjected witches to death on of flot a few. But other and perliaps worse-the first conviction, even thougli tliey sliould tortures were in reserve. The three principal,have inflicted no injury upon their neiglibours. that were babitually applied, were the penny-This law was passed wben Coke was attorney- winkis, the boots and the caschielawis. Theýgeneral, and Bacon a member of parliament; first was a 1<ind of thumbscrew; the secondand twelve bishops sat upon the commission was a frame in which. the leg- was inserted,to whicli it was referred. The prosecutions and in which it was broken by, wedges, drivenwere rapidly miultiplied throughout the coun- in by a bammer; the third was also an irontry, but especially in Lancashire; and at the frame for the leg, which was froin time to timesaine turne the general tone of literature was heated over a brazier. Fire-matches werestrongly tinged with the superstition. Sir sometimes applied to the body of the victim.Thomas Browne declared that those who We read in a contemporary legal register, ofdenied the existence of witchcrafr, were not one man wbo was kept for forty-eight hoursonly infidels, but also, by implication, atheists. in ' vehene nt tortour' ini the caechielawie;Shakespeare, like most of the other dramatists and of another, who rernained in the mameof hie ime, again and again referred to the frightful machine for eleven days and elevenbelief; and we owe to it that melanchoîy pic- niglits, whose legs were broken daily for four-ture of Joan of Arc, which. is, perbaps, the teen days in tlie boots, and wlio was so-darkest blot upon bis genius. Bacon conti- scourged that the whole ekin was tomn fromnually inveiglied against the follies shown by his body. This was, it is true, censured asmnagicians in their researches into nature; an extreme case, but iL was only an excessiveyet in one of bis most important works, lie application of the common torture.'pronounced the tbree ' declinations froin reli- "4How many confessions were extorted, andgion' to, be 'lieresies, idolatry, and witcli- how many victime perished by tliese mieans,craf.'"Y iL is now impossible to, Pay. A vast numberTlie description of the tortures inflicted in of depositions and confessions are -preserved,Scotland on old and lèeble women, is deeply but they were only taken before a single court,painful and revolting. "lIf the witch was and mnany others took cognizance of tlie crime.obdurate, the first, and it was said the most We know tliat in 1662, more than 150 personaeffectuai, metliod of obtaining confession, wae were accused of witcbcraft; and tliat in theby wliat was termed ' waking ber.' An iron preceding year no le8s than fourteen commis-bridle or lioop was bound across ber face with sione bad been issued for the trials. Afleyfour prongs. which. were thrust into bier moutli. theEe facts, it is scarcely necesary to, mention,It was fastened behind to the wall by a chain, how one traveller casualîy notices baving seen-in eucb a manner that the victim was unable nine women burning together at Leith in 1664,to lie down; and in this position shc was or liow, in 1678, nine otbers were condemnedlometimes kept for several days, whule men in a single day. The charges were, indeed,were constantly with her to prevent lier from of the most; compreliensive order, and theclosing lier eycs for a moment in sleep. wildcst fancies of Sprenger and Nider werePartly in order to effect this object, and partly defended by tbe Presbyterian divines. Into discover the insensible mark which wae moet Catliolic countries, it was a grievance ofthe Oure sign of a witch, long- pinis were thrust the clergy, that the civil power refueed toý


