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betrayal of his dishonesty. Dr. Blair, who, knew MacPlierson el
tinta speaks of -hlm: "0f ail the mnen 1 ever knewv, MAL-Pherson
V,4 the Most unlikely and xunfit to, contrive and carry on sueli au
imposture as some, people in England , ascribed to, hlm Ie had none
of the versatility, the art and dissimulation, wvhichi sucli a, chaiiacter and,
sueli an undertaking would have required." * One of Mchro'
coadjutors iii the arranging- of Ossian's poems remarks "He eould
as well. compose the prophecies of Ise-thi, or croate the Islanid of Skye,
as compose a poemt lik one of Ossian's." There is a --,e11 authenti-
cated story, wvhich in itsell goes far to show thet MacI>herson wvas
unable to compose the pocIns which lie translated. Hlaving- landed
on one o! the flebrides, lie sxibmitted tliis very ambiguous question
to one -wlio chanced to be a poet of no common excellence: ".Il A
b/oeil dad agad air an .Fkeiînn » MacFherson in.tended te ask the
question as. te whether his friend hiad a-ny information respecting the
rFing-alians. This in.quiMy Nvlen strictly intorpreted, means, wvhethler
the Fingalians were in axly way pecuxiiarily indebt.ed to hlm of whiox
thoe question was ase.It xnay h stated that no0 ole possessing an

accuateknolede o Gaie ivould ever use so arabiguous an int-
rogation. N.Lo further ovidence la needed to showivthat MaeI>hei'son
did not and could not forge the poems 'whieh ho translated. *It cannot
bc maintained that his rendering ia always accurate. Hle fcquently
misunderstood the nseaning of tho original. Still, in1 spite of everY
shortcoinng, bis translation is se eleg.ant and attractive as to menit
lte commendation of Dr. Blair: IlI confes 1 cannot avo 'id consider-
ing, the discovery of the wvorks of Ossian as an important era in the
aimals of tasto, and literature; and the shar-o Nvhich' b ave had in
contributing towards it, as a part of xny life, by which 1 have deservedl
weil botli o! this aga and poster.ity."

* Report Appendi;, P. GO; nd ibict, P. 177.


